
 

 

February 7, 2019 

The Epistle 
 
 

of First Presbyterian Church 

In this issue 
 

 

~  Kathie Jackson’s 
    retirement celebration 
  

~  Discernment process 
    update 
 

~  Room at the Inn here next 
    week 

 

… and much, much more.  
Read it TODAY! 

Our Youth Need You! 

As most of you have probably heard, I will be transition-
ing from my call here at FPC at the end of this month. 
While I am busy preparing for my move to Alabama, 
Youth Ministry is still in full swing right here at FPC! 
This Saturday, our youth will be serving at Saturday Ca-
fé and First Chance for Children, and we are busy pre-
paring for Youth Sunday, which will take place on Feb-
ruary 24th!  

I wanted to take time this month and encourage each of 
you to continue supporting our amazing youth! FPC is 
blessed with a great group of young people, and they are 
ready and equipped to lead and love and serve the 
church! But they need your help! They need adults, who 
aren’t their parents or guardians, who are ready to walk 
in faith with them and advocate for them in the church. 
They need authentic relationships, and are ready to get 
to know their church family. 

At our Annual Meeting last month, attendees came up 
with “meaning statements” for our congregation. The 
statements were then voted on, as a way of seeing what 
is most meaningful to us. The statement that received the 
most votes was “Campus (students), youth, and children 
are part of the energy of our whole church and should be 
on the Session.” Amen to that! It is wonderful to see 
how meaningful our youth and young people are to FPC. 
However, it is not enough to just have a meaning state-
ment, we as a congregation must act on that statement as 
well. 

You may be wondering, how exactly can we act on that 
meaning statement? Well I’m glad you asked! There are 
several ways to support our youth. I am happy to say 
that the Session has approved a proposal that will add a 
Youth Elder and a Youth Deacon to the governing bod-
ies of our church. More information on that proposal can 
be found on the youth page of the church website. I am 
confident that our youth will provide wonderful leader-
ship to the church. And vice versa, I am confident that 
our church will provide wonderful leadership to our 
youth. That is where you come in!  

I would like to ask each of you to prayerfully consider 
how you can support our youth. There are many oppor-
tunities available. You could lead a Sunday School les-
son, help out at youth group on Sunday nights, or chap-
erone a trip or service project. If you do not feel called 
to do one of these things, I ask that you hold our youth 
close in prayer, and greet them with a smile on Sunday 

mornings. You may not think of yourself as “cool,” but I 
can assure you, our youth want to get to know you!  

When looking for youth advisors in the past, I have been 
told that “I don’t think the youth would like me…” or 
“I’m not sure I am cool enough to do that.” Well I have 
some good news! It doesn’t matter how “cool” you are; 
it doesn’t matter if you don’t know what a meme is; it 
doesn’t matter if you’ve never sent a tweet or posted an 
Instagram story. All that matters is that you want to 
build caring, authentic, lasting relationships with our 
young people. If you think that sounds like something 
you would like to do, get in touch with me before the 
end of the month, or talk to a member of our Youth Min-
istry Team. We would love to help get you connected 
with our Youth!! 

Grace and Peace, 

Robert Newman 

Are you a painter, photographer, fabric artist, musi-
cian, songwriter, or any other kind of artist?  If  so, 
FPC wants to meet with you!  Worship leader Preston 
Turley and worship intern Sam Kennedy will be host-
ing a conversation for all interested artists on Febru-
ary 17, at 10:15 am to share how art can be woven 
into the worship life of First Presbyterian Church.  
Come hear about art in worship, ask questions, and 
be challenged to use your gifts for the worship of 
God. 

  
Questions?  Email Preston at pres-

tont@fpccolumbia.org 

mailto:prestont@fpccolumbia.org
mailto:prestont@fpccolumbia.org
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February 24 Youth Sunday 

We will need all hands on deck! 

 

Mar. 16 Trivia Night at 6:00 PM. If you are signed 
up for a summer trip, you need to help at this 
event! 

 

Trivia Night tables are available for purchase! A 
table of eight can be reserved for $120. All funds 
raised support Youth Ministry. Trivia Night is 
March 16th at 6:00 PM! 

 
 
 
We received many thank you notes from the teachers at 
Benton School for the gift cards and donations to their 
classrooms. We received a thank you note from The 
Food Bank for Central & Northeast Missouri, a thank 
you note from the Voluntary Action Center for our 
donation of $1,000 to their FISH Fund, and a thank you 
note from Meals on Wheels for our $1860 donation 
from our Christmas Eve service. 
 
On behalf of The Love Sisters Project I would like 
to thank everyone for listening to our story and 
supporting our cause.  Your generosity is greatly 
appreciated and demonstrates what a caring and 
loving congregation we have.  We pray that Love 
Sisters Project continues to follow God's lead in 
bringing light to our world.  Thank you again and 
God bless First Presbyterian Church! 

 

Dave Zanone 

 

Want to Read Scripture in Worship? 
Sign up here: 

https://bit.ly/2sk0XYt  
 

Crafty Coffee will meet in the Ramsey 
Fellowship Center at 10:00 AM on Sat. Feb. 9. 
Yarn donation is available for pickup at Kay 
Metcalf’s this month—call Kay at 573-239-1870 
to arrange pickup. 
 
In case of inclement weather, please go to our 
website (www.fpccolumbia.org), or our Facebook page 
(www.facebook.com/fpccolumbia), or watch KOMU & 
KMIZ TV stations. Those signed up with text in church, will 
also receive a text. If you haven’t yet signed up, do so 
today! Text Members to 573-485-1523 
 
 

FROM OUR SENIOR PASTOR: 

 

When I preached on "How and Why to Read the 
Bible" on January 27, some of you said that you 
wished you'd had pen and paper to jot down a couple 
of the lists I ticked off in the sermon. You can find the 
sermon manuscript here: http://bit.ly/2FVGnGC and 
the audio of this sermon here: https://
www.fpccolumbia.org/sermons 
 
Yours in Christ, 

Marvin 

 

 

FPC will be hosting Room At The Inn February 9-16. 
Volunteers are needed during our week. Please go to 
https://www.fpccolumbia.org/locally to volunteer or to 
find a list of supplies that are needed.  

 

If we recycled all newspapers, 
we could 

save over 200 million 
trees each and every year.  

 

 Book Club will meet on 
February 19 at 6:30 PM in the 
Chez to discuss the book The 

Man Called Ove 
By Fredrik Backman 

Thank you to everyone who evaluated 
their team's progress this past year  
in order to complete and submit re-
certification for the 2019 Earth Care  
Congregation audit. 
 
The Outreach Committee will be emphasizing the 
need to secure contact information for new church 
attendees in order to do appropriate follow up over 
the next few months. 
 
Looking ahead to Spring 2019, please Save the 
Dates for "Reach Out/Pick Up" Sundays on April 7th 
and May 19th when we once again will  clean up the 
neighborhood around First Presbyterian Church 
eliminating trash.  In addition Earth Day is April 21st 
and the Columbia Earth Day Coalition  will be 
observed April 28th with an inclement weather date 
of May 5th.  

https://bit.ly/2sk0XYt
http://bit.ly/2FVGnGC
https://www.fpccolumbia.org/sermons
https://www.fpccolumbia.org/sermons
https://www.fpccolumbia.org/locally


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

BOARD OF DEACONS NEWS 

The narrative of the Bible is the best love story ever 

told. There are verses in both the Old Testament and 

New Testament that speak of love. 

• 1 John 4:19  “We love because he first loved us.” 

• Colossians 3:14  “And above all these put on love, 

which binds everything together in perfect harmony.” 

• 1 Corinthians 13:13  “And now these three remain:  

faith, hope, and love. But the greatest of these is love.” 

• 1 John 3:18  “Dear children, let us not love with 

words or tongue but with actions and truth.” 

• Romans 5:5  “And hope does not disappoint us, 

because God has poured out his love into our hearts 

by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us.” 

Happy February and Happy Valentine’s Day to you! 

Thank you for letting us, your Deacons, be your 

valentines! 

Discernment Process Update 
 
Many thanks to our Planning and Evaluation Team (Jim 
Lynn--elder liaison, Chris Bouchard, Barb Buchanan, Betty 
Cramer, Beth Dessem, and Brian Kinkade) for organizing 
the events in our congregational discernment process. This 
team also brainstorms tentative goals and objectives 
arising out of each event for the Session to consider later 
this spring.  
 
You can read about the Evening of Historical Reflection 
event elsewhere in this month's Epistle. The Planning and 
Evaluation Team came up with the following observations 
and tentative goals based on that congregational 
gathering:  

1. FPC is a resilient congregation.  
2. FPC is a generous congregation (four capital 

campaigns, the last being launched during an 
interim period between two installed senior 
pastors). 

3. Use scheduling, programming, and mission events 
to bring together people who worship at 
different services.  

4. Provide training for the congregational 
leadership in the areas of conflict management 
and communication skills. 

5. Improve communication. 
      Overhaul website to make it more user friendly 
                     for both current and prospective members 

6. Hire a youth director 
7. Re-open the Chez as a coffee shop for the church 

and the community 
8. Make more disciples (Matthew 28:19) 
9. Identify a signature mission project 
10. Become a more open and welcoming 

congregation 
11. Increase membership 
12. Increase participation in Sunday school and 

small groups 
Home meetings are the next big event in our discernment 
process. They're taking place throughout the month of 
February. Please sign up to attend one of these small 
gatherings and discuss with your fellow FPC members 
your hopes and dreams for the coming years. The sign up 
page is here: http://bit.ly/2FLS1Ef 

 

To view our 2018 Annual Report, please go 
to fpccolumbia.org/resources. For a paper 

copy, call the church office. 

Congratulations to the Turley family on 
the birth of their son, Miles Whitaker 
Turley, born on Tuesday, January 29, 

weighing 8 lbs. 10 oz.! 

 

The Lenten Dinner Series begins with 

dinner on March 6 at 6:00 PM, 

followed by an Ash Wednesday service 

in the Sanctuary. 

http://bit.ly/2FLS1Ef
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Happy February 
Birthday to… 

 

8 Karen Lynn 
11 Ken Rall 
 Ellie Rorabaugh 
12 Kent Hopper 
 Thomas 
 McCartney 
 Herb Willbrand 
13 Don Gerhardt 
 Denzil Morgan 
14 Tamara 
 Strahan 
15 Ann Bouchard 
 Allyson Presley 
 Jim Wood 
16 Maxine 
 Branson 
17 Gene Alberts 
 Carrie Burns 
18 Blake Clifton 
 Gene Wheeler 
19 Michael 
 Bancroft 
20 Brenda Zanone 
21 Nicholas White 
22 Carolyn 
 Johnson 
23 Erma Brown 
24 Joseph 
 Montgomery 
 Betty Moss 
25 Virginia 
 Itschner 
26 Katherine Bell 
 Jane Shook 
 Floyd 
27 Jess 
 Brodhacker 
 Trish Hander 
28 Kathleen Coil 
 Wayne McCoy 

 

Happy March 
Birthday to...  

 

1 Jim Walker 
3 Judy Hinson 
 Christine Marks 
 Kathy 
 Montgomery 
4 Jackie Gatz 
5 Marjorie Evans 
 Hank Landry 
 Brian 
 McCartney 
 Deb Olson 
 Viola Powell 
 Tom Smith 
6 Brian Kinkade 
 Jim Roller 
7 Wayne Hawks 

Kathie Jackson’s Retirement Celebration! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kathie giving the benediction on January 20 

Words cannot fully express my gratitude for all the 
prayers, cards, good wishes and gifts sent my way as I 
retire.  I have been truly blessed to serve as your 
Associate Pastor these past years and your generosity 
and kindness is very much appreciated.  Although I will 
no longer be able to be an active participant in your 
ministry in Columbia or officiate at funerals, Baptisms 
or weddings for members of FPC, please know that you 
all will remain in my prayers.  May God richly bless 
your ministry and witness to the Gospel in the coming 
years. 
 
Kathie 

 

Kathie’s new email address:  
kathietjackson53@gmail.com 

We will miss you, 

Kathie! 



 

 

2018-2019 Session Members 

 
 

 

January Session Highlights 
 

• Approved the Minutes from the December, 2018 Stated Session Meeting. 

• Approved the Treasurer's Report. 

• Approved adding a Youth Elder and Deacon. Youth Ministry Team will recommend, final approval will be 
with the Nominating Committee. 

• Approved 2019 Operating Budget. 

• Approved hiring Ginny Barnes to assist with Pastoral Care beginning in April. 

• Approved Property Team motion to up-grade/replace existing lights to LED, which will reduce the long-
term operating costs. 

• Approved calling a congregational meeting March 31, 2019 for the purpose of accepting the Nominating 
Committee report and electing Elders and Deacons 

 

 

Ministry Teams Chairperson or Co-Chairpersons 
  

Campus Ministry Kevin O’Brien (kobrienesq@gmail.com) 

Children and Families Stacy Summers (stacymsumm@aol.com) 

Deacons Moderator/Clerk of Session Cindy Brodhacker (cjbrodhacker@socket.net) 

Mary Hoskins (llhoskins@mchsi.com) 

Finance Adam Dowling (adowling@engandwoods.com) 

Jackie Gatz (gatz.jackie@gmail.com)  
Member Involvement Gail McCray (gwmccray@gmail.com) 

Dave Zanone (davezanone@centurytel.net) 

Mission Dale Metcalf (dmetcalf@houseofbrokers.com) 

Outreach Beth Boyce (eboyce4644@gmail.com) 

Personnel Ellen Dent (ellend06510@gmail.com)  
Planning, Evaluation, Oversight Jim Lynn (jimlynnjr@gmail.com) 

Property Jane Ledwin  (janeledwin@hotmail.com) 
Allan Moore (amoore@ms-app.com)  

Worship Ed Hander  (ed@hander.org) 

John Christiansen (jfchristiansen@yahoo.com) 

Youth Allison Shipp-Shively (aashipp81@gmail.com)  

The mission of  UKIRK is:  
Reaching, loving, and teaching college students  
so that they may be lifelong followers of Jesus.         

 
Visit their Facebook page: UKIRK CoMo to keep up on all 
things College Ministry. 

 
We ask that you keep UKIRK in your prayers, as we do our best to faithfully fulfill God's 
call to us to meet, love, and journey alongside the college students of this community. 

 
On behalf of all of our students, we would like to thank you, our FPC 
family, for your amazing outpouring of love and support shown to us 
with your contributions. In addition to our gratitude, we also extend to 
you one more request...that you continue to keep our students and this 
ministry in your daily prayers.  Thanks to you all! 

mailto:adowling@engandwoods.com
mailto:janeledwin@hotmail.com
mailto:amoore@ms-app.com
mailto:ed@hander.org


 

6 

A Night to Remember! 

 

 FPC members ate dinner and swapped stories about our history at the annual meeting of the 
congregation on January 27. Rev. Woody Berry of First Presbyterian Church in Mexico facilitated our 
conversation, and dinner was provided by our Member Involvement Team. Here is a brief summary of how we 
remember our past: 

2016–Present 

Accomplishments include becoming an Earth Care congregation, hosting Room at the Inn for the homeless, 
making major repairs to the facilities, successfully concluding our capital campaign, hosting the Agape 
African Christian Fellowship, instituting a small group ministry, and maintaining a strong music 
ministry at both services.  

Challenges include the changing nature of our surrounding community, staff turnover and transitions, 
tensions over worship styles and disruptions in corporate worship, declining worship attendance, and 
controversial speakers at certain events.  

2014–2015 

This transition period was remembered as a time when the congregation’s structure was overhauled. It was 
also remembered as a time of polarization and division. Some members recall that changes were made 
in a manner that did not agree with Presbyterian polity or were made without adequate buy-in from the 
congregation.  

2000–2014 

Participants cited the renovation of the facilities and the beginning of The Offering, our contemporary 
worship service, as major accomplishments. We remembered these years as a time when the church was 
growing, had a stable staff and strong youth and Presbyterian Women’s programs, and became more 
open and hospitable to the community. During this period the church began the Saturday Café ministry 
and welcomed MOPS and the True/False Film Festival to our facilities. The Senior Pastor, Dick 
Ramsey, was remembered as a good worship leader and good representative of the congregation in the 
community.  

Members also recalled that the death of the long-time FPC choir director Harry Morrison was a blow to the 
congregation. Successive capital campaigns during this period were also stressful for the congregation.  

1980–2000 

We remembered that the planning for the eventual remodeling of our facilities began during this period. In 
the late 1990s, FPC opened its facilities to the Korean Presbyterian Church of Columbia. During this 
stage in FPC’s life, there was a strong Sunday school program and young adult ministry. Wilkie 
O’Brien, the Senior Pastor for much of this period, was remembered for his funny children’s sermons. 
We recalled that both our men’s ministry and Presbyterian Woman were strong at this time. There was 
also an active Boy Scout troop at FPC.  

1969–1979 

This decade was notable for a series of short-term pastorates and interim ministers. Members speculated 
that some of this turnover was due to the fact that the ministers were following a beloved pastor who 
served the congregation for 15 years—a tough act to follow! Also, the 1970s were a decade of turmoil 
in U.S. society. Maybe the turnover in pastoral leadership reflected the upheavals in the nation. Some 
allusions were made to personal challenges that some of the pastors in this decade experienced.  

1953–1968 

Members recalled that the tenure of Rev. John McMullen was marked by several significant facility and 
programming developments. The present sanctuary was built during this time. Our present-day campus 
ministry has its roots in programs that were developed in the 1950s and housed in the student center, a 
building which has since been integrated into the FPC physical plant. The student center featured the 
Chez, a coffee shop staffed by college students who lived in the student center. Indeed, much of the 
conversation about this period revolved around campus ministry. Stephens College students were 
required to register their attendance at FPC upon entering! Also, the seeds of what blossomed into 
Voluntary Action Center were sown by FPC and other parties at this time. Members recalled conflict in 
the congregation about how involved the church should be in the Civil Rights movement.  

1828–1952 

We have few first-hand memories of the times prior to Rev. McMullen’s tenure, but we have heard stories 
about our past! One story is that MU classes were held at First Presbyterian after the great fire 



 

 

destroyed Mizzou’s Academic Hall in 1892. The Female Sewing Society raised $50 to buy land on 
Broadway for a church to be built. FPC’s bell was rung to announce news to the community. We also 
noticed a three year gap in ministry during the Civil War. Perhaps ministers were hard to come by in a 
time in which demand for soldiers and chaplains was so high.  

 

 After we finished sharing memories, we pondered what our past means to us. In small groups at tables, 
we developed meaning statements based on our history. These statements were written down and posted on the 
Ramsey Center walls. Then we voted for which meaning statements were most meaningful to us. Here are our 
meaning statements with votes: 

Campus (students), youth, and children are part of the energy of our whole church and should be on the 
Session (29 votes).  

Change is inevitable; don’t dwell on the past (24 votes).  

We need to continue to improve communication (24 votes). 

There’s a tendency to look internally for factors causing loss of membership, but we need to look at factors 
across the board as well (18 votes).  

Second-guessing and not accepting decisions made by the Session—how do we get unanimity? (18 votes) 

We need to be more accepting of change and adaptable to new forms of worship (16 votes). 

Women have been important in support and leadership roles (14 votes). 

Social ties and fellowship outside the church has been important (9 votes).  

External factors affect the life of the church (9 votes).  

Longevity of pastors yields strength and dedication to move forward (4 votes).  

The congregation is getting older. We have fewer young members (4 votes).  

Some interim ministry periods have been difficult (4 votes).  

The community’s use of the building has been important for growth (3 votes). 

We tend to be a pastor-driven church (2 votes).  

We need a men’s group (1 vote). 

When we start new things, at what point do we ask how to sustain them, or should we? (1 vote) 

Long term leadership brings memorable times, but they’re hard to follow, often change follows a period of 
growth and stability (1 vote).  

 

What next?  

 The Planning and Evaluation Team will evaluate these memories and meaning statements and propose 
tentative goals and objectives based on them for the Session to consider. Our discernment process continues 
with a series of home meetings in which we will discuss our hopes and dreams for the future in small groups. 
To sign up to attend a home meeting, go here: http://bit.ly/2FLS1Ef  

http://bit.ly/2FLS1Ef
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2016-2018 Capital Campaign Corner 

  Amount Pledged    $817,093 

  Pledges Received thru 1/31/2019 $797,647 

      

Current Status of Capital Campaign Goals 

  Loan for 2007-08 Capital Improvements— 

 Balance—$0/Retired 

  Roof Project— Completed and Funded 

  Tuck Pointing— Completed and Funded 

  HVAC Project— Pending 

 Phase 1 Engineering Evaluation-Completed 

Gifts & Memorials 
 

  Working on your 2018 Taxes and 
  making financial plans for 2019?  
  Consider making a gift to one of 
  the church’s four Endowment 
  Funds that leaves a legacy of your 
  values, and is done in a way that 
  is efficient in minimizing taxes. 

 
Please keep in mind that First Presbyterian Church 
of Columbia meets the IRS definition of a charitable 
organization eligible to receive tax-deductible 
contributions. Therefore, if you itemize deductions 
on your tax return, your financial gifts to FPC are tax 
deductible.  
 
If you gift shares of stocks or mutual funds to the 
church that have appreciated in value, neither you 
nor the church will pay taxes on the appreciation, 
provided the securities are transferred directly to the 
church, not sold by you first. The value of the 
securities on the date of transfer will appear on a 
letter from the church documenting your gift. 
 
If you are at least 70 1/2 and own an IRA, you can 
use a QCD-Qualified Charitable Distribution paid 
directly from your IRA to FPC to meet part or all of 
your annual RMD-Required Minimum Distribution. 
A QCD is limited to the amount of the distribution 
that would otherwise be included in your income and 
cannot exceed $100.000.  You cannot claim a 
charitable contribution deduction for any QCD not 
included in your income. 
 
If you are considering any of these opportunities, 
please consult with your financial planner and tax 
planner.  Contact the church’s Financial Coordinator, 
Brenda Kinkade, if you have questions on the 
mechanics; and our Pastor, Marvin Lindsay, for 
guidance on how you can make a gift that reflects 
your values and benefits the future life of FPC.  
Thank you. 

 

First Presbyterian Church  
Disciples Making a Difference 

Our Mission: Living our faith in Jesus Christ by… 

  

* Embracing all people 

 *Engaging all neighborhoods 

  * Encouraging each other 

       * Empowering lives 

February Fiscal Fitness 
 
 
February fiscal fitness 
Finance team co-chairs Adam 
Dowling and Jackie Gatz attended 

FPC’s annual meeting on Sunday, January 20 to 
present the 2019 operating budget totaling 
$806,916.00.  The budget, which was approved 
as submitted to session on January 17, balances 
anticipated operating expenses with expected 
income  
With the conclusion of the 2016-2018 capital 
campaign, finance team members are currently 
engaging with the property team to develop a 
strategy for completing the repair of our HVAC 
system, the final deliverable of the 
campaign.  With all other projects having been 
completed, the remaining capital campaign fund 
balance of $162,287.64 will be applied to the 
HVAC project. 
Lastly, we continue to promote our e-giving 
platform and hope that you have had an 
opportunity to try it out over the past few months. 
Your feedback is welcome as finalize the 
implementation of this technology.   



 

 

 
The Back Page 
By Marvin Lindsay 

 

 A member of the congregation dropped by and left for me a write-up of congregational goals agreed 
to after a series of home meetings in 1998. One of the goals was “to improve communication to members 
and community.” Since I’ve been at First Presbyterian, Columbia, I’ve heard numerous complaints about 
poor communication. Did we fail to achieve this goal sometime over the last 20 years? Not necessarily. 
Better communication is a hardy perennial of congregational goals and objectives. The congregation I 
served in North Carolina set a goal of improving communication when we went through a similar 
discernment process in the early 2000s. Despite out highly developed language skills, human beings seem 
to be surprisingly poor communicators. Perhaps sin renders our words ineffective, particularly in 
comparison to the Divine Word that became flesh and dwelt among us.  

 When it comes to improving communication, there are two issues at hand. One is a matter of 
technique, and the other is a matter of trust. Improving the technical aspect of communication means over-
communicating. Last spring the staff read a book about how to start a small group ministry. The authors of 
the book stated that when the church staff grows sick and tired of talking about something is just about the 
time when the congregation starts to hear it. So improving communication depends on me and the rest of 
the staff (and elders and deacons as well) to talk, write, promote, email, and communicate way past our 
personal “sick and tired points.”  

 Sometimes, however, complaints about poor communication are really expressions of a lack of 
trust. Is there transparency in our decision-making processes? Are the duly empowered decision makers 
making the decisions, or is someone else running the show, someone or group operating in the shadows? 
One more newsletter article or Facebook post will not necessarily solve this problem. These are some of the 
procedures that the Church has put in place to maintain transparency and maintain your trust:  

Because our discernment process is of great importance to our future mission strategy and staffing 
structure, we want you to be thoroughly informed about the process as it unfolds. Write-ups of the 
various components in the process can be found on our website: https://www.fpccolumbia.org/
discernment-process. This page will be updated regularly over the next few months. The Planning 
and Evaluation Team is spearheading this process. Their Session liaison is Jim Lynn. Feel free to 
speak to him if you have any questions about the process.  

Our financial records are reviewed annually by an outside accountant. If you’d like to see those 
reviews, contact Brenda Kinkade in the church office. 

The Session ordinarily meets on third Thursdays of the month at 7:00 PM. Session meetings are open to 
the membership. Members can request a copy of Session meeting minutes from me, the clerk, Carol 
Rhodes, or the office staff.  

Some matters, such as personnel issues, have to be handled confidentially for legal reasons or because 
the Book of Order requires us to do so. If such an issue arises, neither the staff nor the Session will 
break confidentiality, but we will keep you informed to the extent that civil and ecclesiastical laws 
allow us to do so.  

My door is open (literally, unless I’m on the phone). If you feel like you’re in the dark about something, 
drop by or schedule an appointment with me. Call (573) 442-1164 or email me at 
MarvinL@fpccolumbia.org.  

I’m hosting another installment of “Ask the Senior Pastor Anything” on Sunday, February 24 in the 
Ramsey Center between services. What do want to be informed about? Come with your questions; 
I’ll answer them to the best of my ability.  

Help provide a meal to those who are hungry in our community: 
Prepare food and serve at Loaves & Fishes 

 
  Once a month, a group from FPC meets at Wilkes Blvd. church to prepare and 
  Serve food to Columbia residents who are hungry.  YOU can put your faith into 
  action and share God’s love with those in need by providing food and/or 
  volunteering!  Please go to our website www.fpccolumbia.org and click on the 
  Loaves and Fishes banner on the homepage to sign up to serve and/or donate 
  food.  Our next day to serve is February 28.  

https://www.fpccolumbia.org/discernment-process
https://www.fpccolumbia.org/discernment-process
mailto:MarvinL@fpccolumbia.org
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First Presbyterian Church 
16 Hitt Street 
Columbia, MO 65201 

 

Senior Pastor 
     Marvin Lindsay 
 

Director of Campus Ministries and 
   Contemporary Worship 
    Preston Turley 
 

Director of Christian Formation  
    Jon Ludwig 
 

Leader of Youth and Media Ministries  
    Robert Newman 
 

Financial Coordinator 
    Brenda Kinkade 
 

Executive Administrative Assistant 
     Nancy Foote 
 

Custodian 
     Tony Hayes     
 

Assistant Custodian 
      Jan Bradford-Watts 
 

Organist 
    Michael Bancroft 
 
Adult Choir/Handbell Director 
      Jordan Walker 
 

Pastor Emeritus   
    Richard J. Ramsey 

 Sunday Mornings at FPC: 
Worship at 9:00 & 11:00  a.m.   

  

Church office hours: 
   9:00 a.m.- 4:30 p.m.         (Monday - Friday) 

 

Church phone numbers: 
  Office: (573) 442-1164           Fax: (573) 442-7161 

  

E-mail: office@fpccolumbia.org                 Web site: www.fpccolumbia.org 
 

 

   Find us on Facebook—First Presbyterian Church, UKIRK, 
                                            Presbyterian Women, and MOPS 
  

 The next Epistle will be available on March 7, 2019.  
If you have not given your email address to the church office, please do so 
as soon as possible to continue to receive news from First Pres! 
 
To receive The Epistle and @First by email, visit our website at 
www.fpccolumbia.org.  
 
Don’t forget about the church’s online calendar at our website: 
www.fpccolumbia.org.  
 

Sunday sermons are available online.. Please visit www.fpccolumbia.org.  
 

 
         Ministers  -  All Christians 


