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Hello, FPC! 
 

During my exit interview I was asked a lot of questions about 
my time here, including my impressions about the future of the 
church. My short answer was that I am very confident in the 
future of this church, but I suppose I should elaborate a little.  
During my time here I have picked up on a great deal of con-
cern about the decline in the church’s attendance numbers. 
One church member even told me that we are a dying church. 
With all due respect, that sentiment is wrong. All one has to do 
is look at our children’s ministry and they will see that we are 
not a dying church. In fact, our children’s programs are thriv-
ing! I understand that church attendance in America is on the 
decline, but that just means we have work to do. The only way 
this church will die is if God stops moving or we stop believ-
ing, and only one of those could ever even happen. 
 

Church attendance has always had its ebbs and flows. This is 
the nature of church life and especially so for a downtown 
church in a college town. Students and faculty will continue to 
come and go due to the nature of academia, but this is not a 
bad thing! We have the opportunity to reach college students in 
a way that very few churches have. They might only be here 
for a year or even a semester, but we can still have a profound 
impact on their lives. We also have the opportunity to reach 
into the lives of university faculty and staff and their families. 
What I am saying is that many people are coming to our town 
without a home church, often times without any friends or 
family, and FPC has the chance to be there for them! 
 

What it takes is opening our doors and reaching out to those in 
our community. The good news is that this is already happen-
ing. We are the church that opens its doors during the down-
town trick-or-treat event. We are the church where they ring 
the bells during Living Windows and show movies during 
True/False. We may not always realize it, but this church plays 
a significant role in the life of downtown Columbia. The more 
we get involved, the more we will become a part of this com-
munity and the more we will reach people with the love of 
God and the gospel of Jesus. As long as this church continues 
to welcome its neighbors and reach out to this community I 
have nothing but full confidence in its future! 
 

Sincerely, 
Jon 
 

PS. Thank you all for being so wonderful to me and my family 
while we were here. It has been a blessing to work and wor-
ship alongside such kind and loving people. I wish the very 
best for this church and will always keep you in my prayers. 
And as the traditional blessing goes, may the Lord bless you 

and keep you. May the Lord make his face to shine upon you, 
and be gracious to you. May the Lord lift up his countenance 
upon you, and give you peace. And all God’s people said… 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Marvin and the children blessing Jon on his last Sunday 

 
 
 
 
Jon, Sydney, Westley, & 
Wyatt Ludwig at Jon’s fare-
well reception 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
Thank you, Jon, for bringing 
light to all those around you!  
 
 

We will miss Jon! 

Jon’s special cake 
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We received thank you notes from Voluntary Action 
Center for our donation of $1,000, from Presbyterian 
Manors of Mid-America for our gift of $136.36, and  
from Heifer International for our gift of $70.18(from 
VBS). 

 

 
We are looking for people to bring 
refreshments for the Fellowship Receptions 
that will occur between our two services 
each Sunday. Click here to sign up: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090f4aafaf2da6f94-
fellowship  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 We are doing a history search for this PW Quilt 
(above) from the 1980 era. Anyone recognize the 
square you made or one you know someone else 
made? Contact Kay Metcalf or Crafty Coffee 
member Lorri Wheeler. We want to know the 
history of this beautiful work.  

 
There will be a memorial service for RD Ross 

on Saturday, October 26 here at FPC at 
10:00 am in the Sanctuary, followed by a 

reception in the Ramsey Center. 
 

 We are looking for a Monday 
 morning volunteer in the church 
 office. If you are interested, see 
 Nancy Foote or call 442-1164. 

Runners stop by "Salt of Earth Snack Station" 
sponsored by First Presbyterian Church 
Outreach Team, at Heart of America Marathon 
Labor Day Race. 

 
 
 
 Max Thomson and 
 Heart of America 
 Marathon Race Director 
 Kathy Lee before 
 Outreach Team's "Salt 
 of the Earth" Snack 
 Station  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

SAVE THE DATES for Sundays, 
September 8 and November 17 from 
8:30-10:30 AM for “Reach Out/Pick 
Up”.  Meet in the Welcome Center to 
pick up gloves and bags.  Then gather 
trash around First Presbyterian 
Church’s neighborhood.  Wear your 
green T-Shirts to communicate our 
Earth Care Congregation efforts. 

The U.S. recycling rate is around 34.5%.  If 

we’re able to get the rate to 75%, the effect 

will be like removing 50 million passenger 

cars from U.S. roads. 

 
 

Book Club will meet on Sept. 
17th at 6:30 PM in The Chez 

to discuss the book, 
Nomadland 

By Jessica Bruder 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090f4aafaf2da6f94-fellowship
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090f4aafaf2da6f94-fellowship


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

BOARD OF DEACON NEWS 
 

It was asked, “Did you have a good summer?”  What?  Wait a minute…..where did summer go?  As we 
head into fall, take a breath; sit and watch the season change!  “Even if something is left undone, 
everyone must take time to sit still and watch the leaves turn.” (Elizabeth Lawrence) 
 
Your Board of Deacons meets monthly.  The mini-training sessions continue to help us do our best to 
reach out to you—our flock members!  We have a challenge for you:  contact your Deacon; share one 
thought or idea with him/her that they can bring to our meeting.  Tell us how we can be better Deacons!   
 
Breathe……….sit……….watch!   Fall is coming! 
 
 

CHURCH FOOD PANTRY POSTER 

Mission News: Beginning in September, you will see a poster on the entrance of the church. This poster will 

picture a request of donations of food for the month. This will help stock our food pantry for Loaves & Fishes and 

Saturday Café. JUST BRING ONE ITEM OF THE PICTURED REQUEST. Some months will be canned fruit 

or vegetables, other months may be hamburger or pork tenderloin. The freezers have room for 3 or 4 months’ 

worth of casseroles. If you wish to make a batch of chili or soup, please freeze in double bags (these store the 

best). Many hands make for light work. Thank you. 

 
Farewell Reception 

In honor of Ginny Barnes, Minister of Pastoral Care 

Sunday, September 8 - between services in the Welcome Center 

hosted by our Deacons  

 

Heart of America Marathon, Labor Day, 2019 

 

  FPC members, Bob Hull, Juliet Wambua, 
  and a friend (in light blue) passing out 
  water during the marathon. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  Jon gets drenched by the FPC youth! 

Jon Ludwig with FPC 
members, Cora Shively 

(in T-Rex costume), 
Garrick West, 

Juliet Wambua, 
Terra Clussman, and a 

friend at the water 
station. 
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Happy September

Birthday to… 
 
9 Haileah Chase 
 Sue McCormick 
 Willis Wambua 
 Carol Weis 
10 Cindy 
 Brodhacker 
11 Linda Griffith 
 Leon Hoskins 
 Diane 
 Valentine 
13 Stephanie 
 Mayfield 
 Judy Wall 
16 Joseph 
 Brodhacker 
 Cindy Carl 
17 Julia Clemens 
18 Hayden Burns 
 Betsy Rall 
19 Tom Jackson 
21 Ruth Eason 
22 Julie Cramer 
24 Keith Cramer 
 Marilyn 
 Hargrove 
25 Susie Alberts 
26 Zach Lynn 
27 Rev. Marvin 
 Lindsay 
 Hudson O’Brien 
 Fred Spiegel 
28 Dolly Kollias 
29 Aidan Landry 
30 Libby Reid 
 

  
Happy October
Birthday to… 

 
1 Troy 
 Giessmann 
2 Evan Buchanan 
 David Morris 
 Mary Smith 
3 Phil Prather 
 Cora Shively 
4 Abby Coles 
 Kellen Landry 
 Audrie Sabel 
 Dan 
 Schoenleber 
5 Olivia James 
 Christine 
 Keilholz 
 Olivia Keilholz 
6 Bob Edgington 
 
 
 

Mark your calendars: The Fall Sweater Project display will be 

on Sunday, September 15 in the Welcome Center. Bring the 

sweaters you have created so everyone can see them before 

they are shipped out the following week. Any questions, call 

Karen Lynn 825-5118 

Former members, Gary & Sharon Duncan will be celebrating their 60th Wedding 
Anniversary on September 8. Cards or letters of congratulations can be sent to: 

 

Gary and Sharon Duncan 
601 E. Florida Ave. 

Waurika, OK 73573-1403 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FPC Music-Maker Spotlight—Michael Wambua 

 

First Presbyterian Church  
Disciples Making a Difference 

Our Mission: Living our faith in Jesus Christ 

by… 

  

* Embracing all people 

      *Engaging all neighborhoods 

            * Encouraging each other 

                  * Empowering lives 

Help provide a meal to those who are 
hungry in our community: 

Prepare food and serve at Loaves & Fishes 
 

Once a month, a group from FPC meets at 
Wilkes Blvd. Church to prepare and serve food to Columbia residents who 
are hungry.  YOU can put your faith into action and share God’s love with 
those in need by providing food and/or volunteering!  Please go to our 
website www.fpccolumbia.org, hover over the serve tab, then click on 
“Locally” to go to the page to sign up to serve and/or donate food.  Our 
next day to serve is September 19. 

  
I grew up watching my dad play the drums at 

our local church back home in Kenya. Every 

once in a while he would let me hop on the 

kit, but as I grew older, I switched over to the 

bongos. My family and I moved to the states 

in 2014, and in the summer of 2015 Preston 

invited me to join the worship team (playing 

the bongos). Almost a year later the church 

bought a drum set, and through the support 

of the congregation, I’ve been able to 

improve on my skill. Aside from playing at the 

church, I also play with a local band called 

Ruby Lane. 



 

 

2019-2020 Session Members 

 
 

 
August Stated Session Meeting Notes 

• Approved July Stated Session Minutes 

• Approved July Treasurer’s Report 
• Approved the following: 

1. A motion from Finance Ministry Team to increase the parking fee per space for the lower lot to $75 
per month.  

2. A motion from the Finance Ministry Team to move $12,658.57 from Memorial Funds to a line item 
under restricted funds for technical, system and personnel support for On-Line Ministry. 

• New Business: 
1. Staffing- With the resignation of Jon Ludwig, children and youth will be without a staff person. The 

following options were presented: a. Hire an Associate Pastor who would have children and youth 
programs along with Congregational Care. (This would leave children and youth with lay 
leadership until an Associate Pastor is hired, summer 2020 at the earliest); b. Hire a full time person 
for children and youth programs; c. hire a part-time person for children’s programs and a part-time 
person for youth programs. Approved a motion to hire a part-time person for children’s program 
and a part-time person for youth programs. 

2. The organ needs extensive repairs. Bids are currently open for the cost of the repairs. 
3. Simmons First National Corporation has purchased Landrum Company (Landmark Bank). 

• Matters of Record 
 1. Duane Hombs died July 25, 2019. 
 2.  Ken McFate died on August 6, 2019. 

 3.  Gary Fox died August 11, 2019. 

• Announcements 
1. September Stated Session Meeting will be September 25, 2019. 
 

New Fall Schedule!    
 
   9:30 am  The Offering Worship Service 
   9:45 am  Children dismissed to Sunday School 
   10:30 am Fellowship Hour and Children’s Choir 
   11:00 am Traditional Worship Service 
   11:15 am Children dismissed after the Children’s Sermon to Sunday School 
 

The Sunday school floor will be open from 9:30 am-noon. 

 

We are looking for someone to teach an adult Sunday school class  during the first service. See Marvin if you are interested. 

Ministry Teams Chairperson or Co-Chairpersons 
  

Campus Ministry Kevin O’Brien (kobrienesq@gmail.com) 
Children and Families  

Board of Deacons Cindy Brodhacker (cjbrodhacker@socket.net) 
Mary Hoskins (llhoskins@mchsi.com) 

Finance Adam Dowling (adowling@engandwoods.com) 
David Wainwright (cdavidww@gmail.com) 

Member Involvement Kathy Lee (thursdayschild318@gmail.com) 

Mission Dale Metcalf (dmetcalf@houseofbrokers.com) 
Outreach Beth Boyce (eboyce4644@gmail.com) 
Personnel Ellen Dent (ellend0906@gmail.com) 

Kent Hopper (hopper.kent@gmail.com) 
Planning, Evaluation, Oversight Jim Lynn (jimlynnjr@gmail.com) 

Property Allan Moore (amoore@ms-app.com)  
Linda Landry (landryl@health.missouri.edu) 

Worship Richard Baumann (rbaumann@ccis.edu) 

Youth  

mailto:adowling@engandwoods.com
mailto:cdavidww@gmail.com
mailto:amoore@ms-app.com
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YEAR-TO-DATE FINANCES AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 

 
 

The Finance Team thanks all those who have contributed to First Presbyterian in this fiscal year. At the 
end of July, we were 58% of the way through the year. Pledge receipts were 64% of budgeted/projected 
pledges, and total income was 65% of budget. So far, income has exceeded expenses in 2019 by $99,245. 

This puts the church in excellent shape for the remainder of 2019, and in a good position for 2020. We appreciate the 
generosity of our congregation in making this happen. 
It should be noted however, that some savings in expenditures are the result of temporarily unfilled staff positions. In 
2020, the church will need to meet the challenges of filling staff positions and continuing ongoing church and mission 
activities, while maintaining church facilities. Please keep these needs in mind as you complete your pledge card for 
2020. 
We hope the number of families choosing to pledge to First Presbyterian will increase for the 2020 fiscal year. Having 
your pledges allows the church to more accurately anticipate its revenue for the year, and to better prioritize 
expenditures in its 2020 budget. Remember, you can fulfill your pledge by making a regular donation automatically 
through e-giving. 
Please continue to faithfully support First Presbyterian with your gifts of time, talents and money. 
Thank you! 
 

           Gifts & Memorials 
 

Sequel to a Legacy Story - Last fall, we announced the creation of the Education Endowment 
Fund seeded with generous gifts from the Bob Parks Trust and Ken McFate in memory of 
Imogene McFate.  Given their respective interests in theological education and child 
development, family members asked their gifts be used for education and to benefit young 
children.  The gifts were combined and the endowment created to support educational initiatives 
honoring their ideals and interests by making 5% of the endowment’s June 30th balance available 
each year. 

 
Since then, there have been additions to the endowment, increasing future amounts available to provide 
educational opportunities, for both young and old, to nurture their ability to treat every person with 
compassion, empathy, and respect.  Most recently, in August, family members asked that Memorial gifts 
honoring Ken McFate be added to this endowment, further enhancing its ability to foster spiritual growth and 
development. 
 
In June, Session approved the first distribution from the Education Endowment to fund attendance at this 
summer’s Triennium by one of the Hungarian youth visiting our Presbytery.  
 
We are grateful for the generous gifts and forethought of those who have created and grown this and other 
church endowments to support the future life of the church. If you have questions about any of the 
endowment funds, please contact the church office or a member of the Gifts & Memorial’s Committee. 
 

Worshipers targeted by gift card scam 
 
The Federal Trade Commission is seeing a new spin on gift card scams. This time, scammers are 
pretending to be a pastor, rabbi, priest, imam, or bishop. They’re asking worshipers for gift card 
contributions for a worthy cause. Appeals are often made by email, but people are also getting 
texts and phone calls. 
 
The bogus emails often include the name of the local pastor and a legitimate looking email 
address. But a closer look should raise some red flags. For example, the email address isn’t the 
one normally used by the church, and the service provider is different, too.  
 
The imposter asks you to buy a popular gift card - frequently, iTunes, Google Play, or Amazon — 
and then asks for the gift card number and PIN on the back of the card. Those numbers let the 
scammer immediately get the money you loaded onto the card. And once that’s done, the 
scammer and your money are gone, usually without a trace. 
 
If you or someone you know paid a scammer with a gift card, report it as soon as possible. Call 
the card company and tell them the gift card was used in a scam. Then, tell the FTC about it at 
ftc.gov/complaint. Your reports may help law enforcement agencies launch investigations that 
could stop imposters and other fraudsters in their tracks. 

https://www.ftc.gov/complaint


 

 

Sharefests (previously Festival of Sharing) will be September 27 (4:00-7:00 pm) & September 28 
(9:30-11:30 am) at United Methodist Church, US Hwy 50, Tipton, MO  
 
     Circle meeting days and times 
Circle 1 meets the 3rd Thursday at noon in The Ramsey Center 
Circle 3 meets the 1st Thursday at 2:00 pm in members’ homes 
Oval 4 meets the 4th Monday at 4:00 pm in The Chez 
Circle 5 meets the 2nd Tuesday at 9:30 am at Lenoir Community Center 
Crafty Coffee meets each Sunday morning between services in the Family Room 
Book Club meets the 3rd Tuesday at 6:30 pm in The Chez 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Stewardship 
 
The 2020 FPC Annual Campaign is underway, with a theme and logo that reflects our commitment to doing 
God's work every day:   "Stewardship is Heart Work".  Stewardship is a noun that refers to the responsible 
overseeing and protection of something worth caring for and preserving.  It is just a dictionary definition of a 
word. . .but it is also our calling as followers of Jesus. 
 
As we roll out this year's Campaign, we were fortunate to find a series of four articles on GIVING by Rev. 
Jonathan Landry Cruse, Pastor, Community Presbyterian Church, Kalamazoo, Michigan.  Rev. Cruse writes 
about God Loves the Cheerful Giver; God Loves the Generous Giver; God Loves the Purposeful Giver; and 
finally, God Loves the Sacrificial Giver.  
 
Over the next several weeks, Stewardship Subcommittee members will ask church leaders to pledge more and 
pledge early in support of our Church and our Mission.  
 
Please enjoy reading "God Loves the Cheerful Giver" by Rev. Jonathan L. Cruse. Click below: 

 
https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/a53c96_1660504dfceb484cb609c7f2fec9f752.pdf  

 
 

The Board of Directors of Presbyterian Women in the 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), Inc. just cast a 
unanimous vote for the 2021 Churchwide Gathering of 
Presbyterian Women! #PWGathering 
#2021ChurchwideGathering. 

When: August 5-8, 2021 

Where: St. Louis, Missouri 

SAVE THE DATE 
It’s Official! We’re Gathering! 

2020 Stewardship Sub-Committee (L-R): 
Ginny Northcutt, Rev. Marvin Lindsay, 
Carolyn Johnson, Sarah Grim, Jim Roller, 
Michelle Vahlkamp, Rebecca Biestek, and 
Ray Turner 

https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/a53c96_1660504dfceb484cb609c7f2fec9f752.pdf
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First Presbyterian Church 
16 Hitt Street 
Columbia, MO 65201 

 

Senior Pastor 
     Marvin Lindsay 
 
Minister of Pastoral Care 
     Ginny Barnes 
 
Director of Campus Ministries and 
Contemporary Worship 
     Preston Turley 
 
Financial Coordinator 
     Fran Muench 
 
Executive Administrative Assistant 
     Nancy Foote 
 
Custodian 
     Tony Hayes    
 
Assistant Custodian 
     James Scott 
 
Organist 
     Michael Bancroft 
 
Adult Choir/Handbell Director 
     Jordan Walker 
 
Pastor Emeritus   
     Richard J. Ramsey 

 Sunday Mornings at FPC: 
Contemporary Worship 9:30 AM, Traditional Worship at 11:00 AM 

  

Church office hours: 
   9:00 a.m.- 4:30 p.m.         (Monday - Friday) 

 

Church phone numbers: 
  Office: (573) 442-1164           Fax: (573) 442-7161 

  

E-mail: office@fpccolumbia.org                 Web site: www.fpccolumbia.org 
 

 

   Find us on Facebook—First Presbyterian Church, UKIRK, 
                                           Presbyterian Women, and MOPS 
  

 The next Epistle will be available on October 3, 2019.  
If you have not given your email address to the church office, please do so 
as soon as possible to continue to receive news from FPC! 
 
To receive The Epistle and @First by email, visit our website at 
www.fpccolumbia.org.  
 
Don’t forget about the church’s online calendar at our website: 
www.fpccolumbia.org.  
 

Sunday sermons are available online.. Please visit www.fpccolumbia.org.  
 

 
         Ministers  -  All Christians 

mailto:office@fpccolumbia.org
fpccolumbia.org
fpccolumbia.org
fpccolumbia.org
fpccolumbia.org

