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In this issue 
 

 

~  Goodbye to Preston 
    Turley 
 
 

~  Rocky Railway VBS 2021 
 
 

 

~  FPC Ministry Teams 
 

… and much, much more. 

 

Read about it TODAY! 

Jesus Said, "Follow Me!" 

 

The Gospel according to John describes how the first disciples 
began to follow Jesus. John and Andrew heard John the Baptist 
proclaim, "Look, here is the Lamb of God!" So they began to 
follow their new rabbi. Andrew brought his brother, Simon, to 
Jesus who, upon seeing Simon, renamed him Peter. Simon-Peter 
was hooked. The next day, the growing crew came upon Philip, 
a neighbor of Andrew and Siimon. Jesus said to Philip, "Follow 
me," and so he did. Philip went to his friend, Nathanael, and told 
him about Jesus. "Can anything good come out of Nazareth?" 
Nathanael asked. "Come and see," replied Philip. Jesus saw Na-
thanael and read him instantly: "Here is an Israelite without de-
ceit! I saw you under the fig tree before Philip even saw you!" 
Amazed, Nathanael began to follow immediately. 

 

A prophet declared, "There he is!" Two began to follow.  
A brother said, "There he was!" Another came along. 
A neighbor was invited, "Follow me." And so he did.  
A doubting friend was surprised. He, too, became a disciple.  

 

In the Fall of 2007, I thought I heard Christ say, "Follow me," as 
I began the steps toward becoming an educator. But something 
didn't sit right as I enrolled in my final math classes and began 
planning for my teaching degree. I felt an uneasiness deep within 
that I hadn't felt before. As the second and third week of classes 
came around, I wasn't sleeping through the night -- not some-
thing I was used to. A couple of dear friends suggested I journal 
about it; another gave me the name of a spiritual director to see. 
As the end of September came about, I had talked it through 
with trusted friends, a mentor, a couple pastors, and a counselor, 
and I couldn't put a point on what was causing me such deep 
anxiety and unease. Late one Sunday evening, I was driving 
home from a weekend retreat I was hosting at a nearby camp. In 
recent weeks, driving had become the best time for me to pray. I 
was awake, I could talk aloud to God, and I found the act of 
driving occupied my wandering mind enough that I felt like I 
was chatting with God as opposed to getting lost in the words of 
my prayers. As I drove and prayed, I passed one of the region's 
Christian schools -- a place I had been planning to do some stu-
dent teaching. And then I passed one of the churches I liked to 
attend. And then something clicked. "What if God is calling me 
to ministry?" I don't know why it didn't before or what about that 
moment of reflection and prayer made the connection that it did 
but it happened, I knew it, and I nearly stopped the car in the 
middle of Garner Road in Ancaster. I was struck in a most pow-
erful way -- tingling from head to toe -- with waves of excite-
ment, empowerment, affirmation, and yet gut-wrenching terror. 

 

For the next 18 hours--through the night--I felt a whirlwind of 
emotions that changed my life. I had spent years preparing to 
become a Christian school Math and French teacher, but that 
notion filled me with dread now. It was a sense that, while I was 

capable of doing that, I would be disobeying God by doing so. 
My roommates recall the string of expletives that I used as I told 
them about the epiphany for my life direction that I had no earthly 
desire to pursue. My academic advisors recall the deep conviction 
they saw when I came to them mere hours before the semester's 
deadline for dropping courses arose the following afternoon. My 
parents, bless their hearts, affirmed my sense of a call to ministry 
as I told them that I was dropping half of my classes and graduat-
ing a year early so I could "follow Jesus" by living in a commune 
with eight other young adults in the City's downtown.  

 

Jesus invited me, in pretty firm terms, but invited me nonetheless, 
to follow him. I suspect it wasn't the only time that invitation to 
follow had been offered in that season of my life, but it's the one I 
heard, and it's the one to which I responded, "Yes." (Okay, it may 
have been an indignant and expletive-ridden, "Auuugghhh, 
fiiiiinnne. I really don't want to but I'm gonna because you're just 
gonna drive me nuts if I don't..." but an affirmation to follow was 
in there, somewhere.) 

 

Our lives are sprinkled with many moments where we've chosen 
to follow Jesus. Choosing to follow Christ where he leads is 
something that takes practice. It takes practice to hear that invita-
tion, and it takes practice and effort to respond to it, too.  

 

This Fall, we will begin a church-wide curriculum called Follow 
Me. The series will review a number of spiritual disciplines and 
practices that help us as we respond to God's call on our lives -- 
individually and as a community of faith. These life lessons and 
spirit-strengthening practices will start in worship and will be 
further studied in weekly small groups, monthly learning oppor-
tunities, children's & adult Sunday School classes and more. 
Look in the Epistle and in the weekly newsletters for updates on 
how you can join a new small group, how your circle or small 
group can get a hold of study materials, or what other activities 
and opportunities for fellowship and growth will be coming up in 
September!  

 

Jesus said, "Follow me," and invited disciples to "come and see." 
He says the same to you and I more often than we might think! 
Join us as we explore these stories, search for those opportunities, 
and prepare to journey together as we Follow Jesus this fall!  

 
 

Following Jesus,  
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 The flock is ready to help 
celebrate! 

All proceeds benefit the FPC 
youth group.   

$30 – 24 hours  
$45- 48 hours. 

Email Audra for information  
audraw@fpccolumbia.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
FPC Youth Carwash Benefitting Unchained Melodies 

Saturday, August 7th from 9:00 - Noon 
We need more volunteers 

Contact Audra or sign up with this link. 
https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/10C0C4AABA729ABFAC43-youth 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Can you help with this project for the Food Bank?  
It is a drive-thru drop-off event.   

Friday, August 13, 2021(6:00 am - 6:00 pm) 
Columbia Mall, Northeast Parking Lot next to 
Wendy’s. The link below has more details. 

https://sharefoodbringhope.org/pack 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Purchase from their Amazon Wishlist or make a 
monetary donation.  More information can be 

found at the link below. 
https://coyotehill.org/waystohelp/donate-

school-supplies/ 

SAVE THE DATE 
First Presbyterian Church 

Water Station 
Monday, September 6th   

7:00 -9:00 am 
This is an event where all ages can help! 

Youth Group Cook Out 
(Rising 6th grade – 12th grade) 

Sunday, August 15
th
 6:30 – 8:30 pm 

Join us for food, fellowship & games 

Fairview Shelter 
909 S Fairview Rd, Columbia, MO 

Sign Up link: 

https://forms.gle/BhvquxzFMML2tJbT7 

Thank you to all who participated, help 

decorate, lead groups, and prayed for 

this year’s Vacation Bible School.  We 

had a great week, and felt the power of 

Jesus pulling us through. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0C4AABA729ABFAC43-youth
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0C4AABA729ABFAC43-youth
https://sharefoodbringhope.org/pack
https://coyotehill.org/waystohelp/donate-school-supplies/
https://coyotehill.org/waystohelp/donate-school-supplies/
https://forms.gle/BhvquxzFMML2tJbT7


 

 

Disciples Making a Difference…through Singing! 

 

“Praise the Lord!  How good it is to sing praises to 
our God; For he is gracious, and a song of praise is 
fitting.”  Psalm 147:1 (NRSV) 

 

How ‘fitting’, indeed, that following the ‘blended’ 
Worship Service ten Choir members* enjoyed the 
relatively low temperature and humidity of an August 
afternoon by singing favorite hymns at the homes of 
two sopranos:  Betty Moss and Anne Braisted.  The 
hymns included “Great is Thy Faithfulness”, “Come, 
Thou Fount of Every Blessing”, “How Great Thou 
Art”, and the glorious “Holy, Holy, Holy” (with 
descant sung by our sopranos, Betty and Anne!). 
The favorable weather conditions allowed us to sing 
outdoors under Betty’s portico (with Betty’s obedient 
pet dog, Maggie Mae, receiving a blessing also) and 
on Anne’s shaded deck.  Anne’s daughter, Lokelani, 
provided refreshments and a birthday cake in 
anticipation of Anne’s 94th birthday, August 17th.  
Thanks be to God! 
On another note of praise, the Personnel (Bobb 
Swanson, Elder-Liaison) and Worship Ministry Teams 
wish to thank the FPC congregation for their generous 
outpouring of love and support of the past ministry of 
Preston Turley though the Gift-Card Shower.  Again, 
Thanks be to God! 
(*) Nancy Foote, Betsy Garrett, Sharen Garrett, Carol 
Miller, Deb Olson, Marilyn Parker, Ruth Thompson, 
Terry and Joe Weston and Richard Baumann, Elder-
Liaison to Worship Ministry Team 

 

 

 

 
 

SECOND SUNDAY SOCIAL 
Sunday, August 8 

The Nuu Thai food truck will be at First 
Presbyterian Church 

On the second Sunday of each month 
Come treat the family to delicious Thai food for 

lunch after church 
The truck will be parked in our lower lot from 

11:00 AM - 1:00 PM. 
Bring your own folding chairs if you want to dine 

in the parking lot area. 
You may also take your food home to enjoy! 

Their Spring Rolls are delicious! Follow this link 
to their menu 

https://www.facebook.com/pg/nuuthaifood/
menu/ 

  

“Thai it, you’ll like it!” 
The Outreach Team 

Happy August Birthdays to… 
 

6 Amanda Nell 
 Nancy Foote 
 Myra Hancock 
 Rip Shively 
7  Laurie Everett 
 Rebecca Hopper 
8 Josh Floyd 
9 Adam Dowling 
10 Dana Sample 
12 Mary Lou Wright 
13 Ryan Presley 
14 Christina  Hackamack 
14 Bill Kaufman 
 Bill Regan 
16 Tracy Calvert 
 Ruth Thompson 

Joe & Terry Weston’s 
son, Clay, drove 60 miles 
to go to church with his 

parents, to celebrate 
Terry’s  birthday in July! 

17 Anne Braisted 
 Janet Dierker 
 Robert Hurst 
 Clark Marks 
19 Sally Swanson 
20 Kelly Burns 
 Joe McCoy 
 Bob Mullen 
 Leelee Shewmaker 
21 Maddox Kintner 
22 Ginny Crawford 
 Ed Hander 
23 Josephine Lilien 
 Quincy McCray 
 Gene Powell 
 Kristy Rysdam 

Happy September Birthdays to... 
 
1 Beth Pakkala-Moe 
3 Irene Alexander 
 Barb Buchanan 
 Molly Means 
4 Carolyn Hawks 
5 James Carl 

24 John Christiansen 
 Robert Reid 
27 Dick Martin 
30 Nancy Graham 
31 Betsy Garrett 
 Clark Marks 

https://fpccolumbia.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=50498d6a8bca67fec98f0ac26&id=a72aafa684&e=d0ff334449
https://fpccolumbia.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=50498d6a8bca67fec98f0ac26&id=a72aafa684&e=d0ff334449
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These are our Teams and Committees that make FPC tick. There’s a place for everyone! 
Which one would you like to join? Talk with the Elder Liaison, Chair, or let the church office know. 

 

FPC Ministry Team Members 
 
Member Involvement - This ministry team encourages participation and strengthening of our relationships 
with God, among each other, and with our guests, by providing specific spiritually enriching events and 
activities for the community of faith. It offers guidance and counsel to other ministry areas as requested. 
Elder Co-Liaisons:  Kathy Lee & Elaine Blodgett 
         Member:  Marcia Lynn                    
 
Worship  - Working closely with the staff, this ministry team helps create an environment that is conducive to 
prayer and a shared worship experience that praises, pleases and communicates with God. Through its work, the 
ministry team encourages people to participate fully and regularly in corporate and personal worship. 
Elder Co-Liaisons:  Richard Baumann & Garrick West 
          Members: Brian Kinkade                 
            Angie Hull                       
            Sally Swanson                 
            Deb Olson                            
   Brian McCartney 
  
Mission - Support members of the church in carrying out Christ’s ministry of love and justice as a congregation 
and as individuals through financial giving, personal witness, and action to care for the physical, financial and 
spiritual needs of God’s people. 
Elder Liaison: Allison McGough 
          Members: Eric Cunningham            
            Allyson Cunningham        
            Cindy Mustard              
             
Campus Ministry - To provide spiritual guidance and ministry to college-age students through fellowship, 
worship, leadership, community service, and Bible study so that they may become lifelong followers of Jesus 
Christ.                                   
Elder Liaison: Kent Hopper 
         Members: Kathy Felts                         
            Betsy Garrett                     
             
Finance - Provide leadership and guidance on all financial activities of the church. 
Elder Co-Liaisons: David Wainwright & Tom Smith  
         Members: Ray Turner 
            Bob Hull 
            Joe Weston 
          
Planning & Evaluation - Provide leadership advising the pastors and Session on strategic planning and 
promote a planning and evaluation culture for all church leadership. 
Elder Liaison: Eric Cunningham 
         Members: Barb Buchanan 
            Brian Kinkade 
 
Stewardship Sub-Committee - The Stewardship Subcommittee reports to the FPC Finance Ministry Team. 
They are responsible for providing leadership for the annual Stewardship Campaign and for encouraging 
generosity in the life of the Church and our Congregation.  
Elder Liaison: Sarah Grim 
 Members: Ginny Northcutt 
            Ray Turner 
            Carolyn Johnson 
   Michelle Vahlkamp 

John Christiansen  
Beth Whitaker  
Mike Bancroft (ex-officio) 
Jordan Walker (ex-officio) 

Lorri Wheeler                 
Tom Smith 

Brenda Kinkade                 
Hank Landry           

Gail McCray 
Teri Christensen 
Paul Mehrle, treasurer 

James Roller 
Tamara Strahan 
Adam Dowling 



 

 

Property - Provide leadership to support all Ministry Teams and staff on effectively using church property, and 
to care for all facilities, property, and vehicles of the church. 
Elder Co-Liaisons: Linda Landry & Scott Buchanan  
 Members: Jim Wood 

  Keith Cramer 
  Kevin O’Brien  

 
Outreach - To promote the core task of evangelism, or “making disciples for Jesus Christ”, (Matt. 28:19) by 
attracting new members of all ages to First Presbyterian Church. 
Elder Liaison: Betty Cramer 
         Members: Jan Appuhn           
            Bob Appuhn                       
            Beth Boyce 
          
Personnel - Provide leadership on advising Senior Pastor and Session on personnel management. 
Elder Liaison: Bobb Swanson 
          Members: Chrissy McCartney 

  Ian Buchanan 
  Jerry Thompson 
 

Children & Families 
Provide service, support and instruction to infants, toddlers, and young children through the fifth grade, 
including and supporting their parents and guardians. 
Elder Liaison: Emily Reynolds 
 Members: Ann Bouchard 
            Heather Dowling 
            Priscilla Mbuthia 
 
Youth - To provide service, support and instruction to youth in grades 6-12. 
Elder Liaison: Scott Buchanan 
 Members: Evan Buchannan 

  Cindy Brodhacker 
  Burke McCray 

             
Gifts & Memorials - The Gifts and Memorials Committee is a subcommittee to the Finance Ministry Team. 
G&M encourages legacy giving, and monitors memorial gifts and bequests to the church and its endowment 
funds. G&M reviews requests and makes recommendations to the FMT and Session on disbursements that 
would honor those being remembered, and fund programs or facility improvements not covered by the general 
fund’s operating budget. 
 Members: Janet Brandt - Chair 
            David Wainwright 
            Ellen Dent 

 Do you have a new address, phone 
number, or email address? Please let 

the church office know so we can 
continue to communicate with you! 

Joy Rushing 
Allan Moore 

Jon McGough 
Jordan Walker 
Beth Whitaker                   

Chrissy McCartney 
Shawnna Matteson 

Joe Weston 
Melissa Buchanan 
Paul Mehrle, Treasurer 

Loaves & Fishes 
The fourth Thursday of each month, volunteers & friends 

from FPC gather at Wilkes Blvd. Methodist Church to 
serve a hot meal to those in need. We serve 100-120 

people! Can you help? Below is the link to Sign-Up Genius 
to volunteer, donate money towards the meat, as well as 
other food donations. Please have donations to FPC the 
Monday prior to the fourth Thursday each month, so our 

volunteers can pre-assemble as much as possible. 
Thank you! 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/805054BA4AD2CA64-
2019  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/805054BA4AD2CA64-2019
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/805054BA4AD2CA64-2019
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Gifts and Memorials 

Thank you for your gifts to FPC’s Education 
Endowment Fund.  In September 2018, $20,000 in 
bequests seeded this endowment; and thanks to your 
additional gifts and favorable investment returns it 
grew to $59,289 at the end of June 2021 after its most 
recent disbursement.  

That June disbursement is funding a package of study 
guides for each of the first four “practices” of the 
denomination’s new Follow Me/Biblical Practices for 
Faithful Living curriculum.  The 36 units of Follow-
Me are based on practices Jesus did and taught us to be 
faithful followers.  The curriculum is written for 
people of all ages who wish to live out their faith, no 
matter where they are on their faith journey - from 
seekers to long-time learners of scripture. 

We will spend about a month on each practice, 
examining where it is found in the Bible and how it 
has been used then and now.  For example: one will be 
on Welcoming All; another on Confession.  The study 
guides provide materials for intergenerational and age-
specific groups, ranging from 3–5-year-old Children to 
older Adults. 

There will be an in-depth essay by Biblical scholars 
for each practice that church staff and leaders can draw 
from, plus suggestions for accompanying scripture, 
liturgy and music for services.  And, a wealth of 
material and suggestions to create activities, 
programing and scripture lessons geared for 
individuals, small or large groups in various settings, 
both in-person and on-line. 

Thank You Audra West for leaning about this engaging 
curriculum from the Association of Presbyterian 
Church Educators, thank you Session for approving it 
for church-wide use this fall, and Thank You for giving 
to the Education Endowment so we can bring new 
programs like the Follow Me curriculum to FPC. 

 
  

https://www.aboutamazon.com/news/community/how-to-sign
-up-for-amazonsmile 

  

Dear First Presbyterian Church family, 

 

 Words fail to express the gratitude Danielle 
and I felt as we sat reading the letters and cards and 
opening the gracious gifts you all have shared with us! 
We are so overwhelmed with humility and love for 
you all.  As we prepare to head west, your words of 
encouragement and thanks, not to mention the 
generosity of your gifts, mean more than you will ever 
know.  Although we are moving on to the next chapter 
of life, we know we will ALWAYS have a home at 
FPC and for that we thank you from the bottom of our 
hearts. 

 

 You all have our deepest prayers, 
encouragements, and hopes for God’s blessing in your 
next season of mission and ministry.  We look forward 
to keeping up with First Pres in the years to come and 
know God has something special in store for you all 
here at 16 Hitt St.  We will also do our best to keep 
you all updated via social media with updates on our 
next chapter, our crazy boys, and our life in 
California.   

 

All of our love and our deepest thanks, 

 

The Turley’s  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Preston’s Goodbye Reception, July 25, 2021 

https://www.aboutamazon.com/news/community/how-to-sign-up-for-amazonsmile
https://www.aboutamazon.com/news/community/how-to-sign-up-for-amazonsmile


 

 

2020-2021 Session Members  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
June Stated Session Meeting Notes 

• Approved the minutes of the May 20, 2021 Stated Session Meeting 
• Approved the minutes of the Called Session Meeting May 24, 2021 

• Approved the Treasurer’s Report 

• NOTE: Expenses exceeded Income by $21,108.24 

• $12,233 was used from restricted funds to pay the remainder of the Constellation Energy bill 
• In early June FPC switched from Constellation Energy to Ameren Missouri 

• Approved combining Early Childcare and MOPS into a coordinator position 

• Approved Heather Dowling as Coordinator at an annual salary of $3,200.00 

• Approved using $800.00 from the Educational Endowment Fund to purchase 4 months of “Follow Me” 
curriculum 

• Approved placing $300,000.00 of the Landrum Stock Sale into a Fidelity Balanced Fund 

• Approved no changes to Child Protection 

• Approved August Stated Session Meeting on Zoom at 6:30 p.m. 

• Approved the wedding of Rolla Grace and Asuka Wakui on June 25, 2021 
• Approved a Special Back to School single Worship Service for August 22, 2021 
FYI- Rev. Lindsay will be on vacation August 2-16, 2021 
 Rev. Reinink will be on vacation August 9-16, 2021 

Since both will be on vacation over a Sunday, pulpit supply will be used and arrangements will be 
made to cover pastoral care 

First Presbyterian Church  
Disciples Making a Difference 

 

Our Mission: Living our faith in Jesus Christ 
by… 

 
 

* Embracing all people 

      *Engaging all neighborhoods 

            * Encouraging each other 

                  * Empowering lives 

Class of 2022 Class of 2023 Class of 2024 

Richard Baumann Elaine Blodgett Scott Buchanan 

Kent Hopper Eric Cunningham Betty Cramer 

Linda Landry Emily Reynolds Sharen Garrett 

Kathy Lee Tom Smith Allison McGough 

David Wainwright
(cdavidww@gmail.com) 

 Bobb Swanson 

Garrick West (youth   

mailto:cdavidww@gmail.com
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First Presbyterian Church 
16 Hitt Street 
Columbia, MO 65201 

 

Senior Pastor 
     Marvin Lindsay 
 
Associate Pastor 
     Jon Reinink 
 
Director of Youth and 
Children’s Ministry 
     Audra West 
 
Financial Coordinator 
     Fran Muench 
 
Executive Administrative 
Assistant 
     Nancy Foote 
 
Assistant Custodian 
     James Scott 
 
Organist 
     Michael Bancroft 
 
Adult Choir/Handbell Director 
     Jordan Walker 
 
Pastor Emeritus   
     Richard J. Ramsey 

 Sunday Mornings at FPC:  Blended Worship Service, 11:00 AM. 
For our live-streamed services, Go to https://www.youtube.com/fpccolumbia .  

  

Church office hours: M-F, 9:00 am-4:30 pm 

Church phone numbers: 
  Office: (573) 442-1164           Fax: (573) 442-7161 

  

E-mail: office@fpccolumbia.org               Web site: www.fpccolumbia.org 

 

Find our groups on Facebook—First Presbyterian Church, UKIRK, 
Presbyterian Women, First Presbyterian Columbia Youth, FPC Columbia 
Missouri Children & Families, and MOPS 

  

The next Epistle will be available on September 3, 2021.  
If you have not given your email address to the church office, please do so 
as soon as possible to continue to receive news from FPC! 

 

To receive The Epistle and @First by email, visit our website: 
www.fpccolumbia.org.  

 

Don’t forget about the church’s online calendar at our website: 
www.fpccolumbia.org.  

 

Sunday sermons are available online.. Please visit www.fpccolumbia.org.  

 
        

 
  Ministers  -  All Christians 

https://www.youtube.com/fpccolumbia
mailto:office@fpccolumbia.org
fpccolumbia.org
fpccolumbia.org
fpccolumbia.org
fpccolumbia.org

