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Read about it TODAY! 

 The first few months of my position here 
at First Presbyterian have been interesting to 
say the least. My original ideas of working with 
the children, youth and families of our church 
have been “thrown out the window”. The learn-
ing curve that I expected has been even steep-
er. Posting information on Twitter, Instagram, 
the FPC website and YouTube have provided 
many learning opportunities for me. Meeting 
these new challenges has taken much grace 
from my coworkers and many prayers. I know 
the verse from Philippians 4:13, “I can do all 
things through Christ who strengthens me”, is 
used by many people in multiple situations. I 
have needed to remind myself on many occa-
sions to lean on Jesus Christ as I have navi-
gated through these last few months both in 
my personal and professional life. With the 
support I have felt from our church family, the 
FPC staff, as well as my own family and 
friends, I am feeling more and more confident 
as I move further into this new journey as the 
Director of Youth and Children’s Ministry at 
First Presbyterian Columbia. 

 Programs for our youth and children are 
still occurring and being planned here at FPC, 
they just look very different. Weekly lessons 
have been going home, post cards and notes 
have been sent to many FPC members from 
our youth, our flock of flamingos has been ac-
tive and the Benton teachers received gift cards 
from Just Jeff’s during teacher appreciation 
week. Because of your financial support and 
continued prayers, we have been able to mail 
home Pentecost packets to all of our families 
with youth and children, provide small gift 
cards as incentives for our youth to remain in-
volved and have ordered and received Vacation 

Bible School curriculum. The Children and 
Families and Youth Ministry Teams have con-
tinued to meet and brainstorm ideas of how to 
serve our youth and children. 

 As we move forward into the summer 
months with uncertainty in our society, please 
know that the youth and children of our church 
family will continue to be in my heart and my 
prayers. Finding ways to meet their needs will 
be my goal. and I know that with the support of 
you and God’s guidance, we will be able to serve 
them. Through these efforts I know they will 
feel the love of Jesus Christ with our ministry 
here at FPC. Remember our “kids” need us and 
look to us, especially in times of uncertainty. I 
leave you with this quote from the Former First 
Lady of the United States, Lady Bird Johnson: 
“Encourage and support your kids because chil-
dren are apt to live up to what you believe of 
them.” 

 

Blessings, 

Audra 

 

Worship will continue to be online through June 21. The church offices are 

closed until June 29. Anyone entering the building should wear a mask, 

maintain a 6' distance from other people, and be healthy. We are still 

"Disciples Making a Difference". Find us at fpccolumbia.org.  
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We received thank you notes from True North of 
Columbia for our $1,000 donation, Boys and Girls 
Clubs of Columbia for our donation of $500, 
Rainbow House for our gift of $1,000, and 
Presbyterian Children’s Homes & Services for our 
donation of $350 for the Columbia Campus and 
$125 for the Farmington Campus. 
 
It is in times like these that we start to ask ourselves, "What 
can I do? What can I do to make a difference? To make a 
change?" We, as a church, ask these same questions. Thanks 
to your tithes and offering, the mission committee has 
utilized emerging needs funds to donate $1,000 to the 
Rainbow House, $1,000 to First Chance for Children, and 
$1,000 to True North. All of these organizations are 
assisting people who are in need of finding safety and 
security. Thank you for supporting the mission of our church 
so we can serve these individuals.   

 

Vacation Bible School is still on! 
It will be presented in on online 
format with an outdoor kickoff 

event in Mid-July. Zoom Meeting 
on 6/11 to discuss further details. 

Email Audra with questions –
 audraw@fpccolumbia.org 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Flamingos have been busy this week, 

is your house next? 

Celebrate a birthday or special occasion. 

Contact: Audra – audraw@fpccolumbia.org 

Benefits FPC Youth activities. 

$30- for 24 hours   &    $45-for 48 hours 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Need to update your Child 
Protection Policy Training?  

If has been over three years 
the answer is YES.  

I have a digital version 
ready to send out. 

                      Audra – 
audraw@fpccolumbia.org 

The United State throws away 
$11.4 billion worth of recyclable  
containers and packaging every 
year. 
 
 
In the last few months cancellations have been 
abundant since the coronavirus appeared 
including proms, graduations, athletic 
competitions, medical procedures, dental 
appointments, long awaited trips, and recognition 
ceremonies. This last week the recycling program 
was also impacted when the City of Columbia 
notified customers that the blue bags should not 
be put out at the curbs because workers who do 
this job had been exposed to COVID 19. The 
latest news is that service will continue to be 
suspended until further notice. The public is 
encouraged to take their recyclable bags to the 
various Columbia drop off locations in the city. 
 
As we are navigating these unusual times, we are 
asked to rethink our routines. New practices of 
social distancing, wearing masks, and avoiding 
large gatherings provides a time to get out and 
enjoy nature, recognizing the abundance of 
beauty surrounding us. As mentioned in April's 
Epistle, birds had built their nest and were 
waiting for their eggs to hatch.  Now, we relish 
the baby birds learning to fly in their new 
surroundings.  A lesson for all to learn.  
 

Board of Deacon News 
As the Deacons in the class of 2020 depart our 
service, we want to express our gratitude for 
being able to serve the Church and our flocks. 
We have been privileged to come along side of 
our members during joyful time such as births 
and deeply difficult times as long term 
members come to the close of their earthly 
lives. I believe that each of us would agree 
that these times in which we are the Church to 
each other are the most meaningful in our 
Christian experiences. We have all felt 
inadequate and not "Godly enough" but we 
have tried our best to follow our ordination 
vows. We will leave with a deeper love for the 
Church and each other. 
 

Chris Bouchard, Cindy Brodhacker, 

Terra Clussman, Debbie Gerhardt, Sandy 

Gunn, Mary Hoskins, Ann O'Brien, and 

Vi Powell 

 

 

mailto:audraw@fpccolumbia.org
mailto:audraw@fpccolumbia.org
mailto:audraw@fpccolumbia.org


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Introducing the 2020–2021  PW/Horizons Bible Study 
 

The 2020–2021 PW/Horizons Bible study, Into the Light: Finding Hope through Prayers of 
Lament, by Lynn Miller is truly buzzworthy! That’s why this series of emails has taken flight! 
Don’t miss an update—check your inbox often. This is the third in the series! 

What's all the buzz? 

On March 29, 2017, Presbyterian Women’s Bible study committee selected Lynn Miller’s proposal to write and 
create the art for a study based on lament. No one on the committee could have predicted the global pandemic 
that is heavy on our hearts and changing the way we live and work. Presbyterian Women are, indeed, led and 
empowered by the Holy Spirit. This timely study will give us voice to articulate difficult emotions and fears and 
deep concerns—our laments—as we ultimately find solace with the One who hears our cries. 

Learn more about the study! 

Lesson two is entitled “Lamenting Together.” Talk about a Spirit-led study! The first question we are asked to 
consider from this lesson is, “What situation(s) in the world and in your life are worthy of lament today?” 

 

“Because followers of Christ believe individually and as the body of Christ, laments can be individual or 
communal. In [Romans 12:4–5], Paul clearly states that when we follow Christ, we don’t become part of a 
collective in which we lose all traces of our individuality. Instead, when we follow Christ, we contribute our 
strengths and depend on the strengths of others to balance our weaknesses. An eye can’t be a hand. A foot can’t 
be an ear. But together we are the body of Christ. When one of us rejoices, we all rejoice. When one of us 
laments, we all lament. That is one comfort of our faith: we are invited to be who God made us to be, but we do 
not walk through this world alone (p. 25–26).” 

A Honey of an Opportunity! 

 

Presbyterian Women gatherings provide us with time away to explore, be in community, and recharge. And 
synod and a few presbytery gatherings often offer time to learn from and meet that year’s Bible study author. 
This year, because of COVID-19, Lynn Miller has graciously stepped up to virtually introduce the study and 
answer questions via webinar. Sign up early to ensure you have a spot in the webinar from your very own 
kitchen tables or overstuffed chairs! And do share this email with sisters and friends for this opportunity to be in 
community with Lynn! 

You may want to have your copy of the study available during Lynn’s presentation! Click here to find a listing 
of resources for Into the Light: Finding Hope Through Prayers of Lament by P. Lynn Miller and place an 
order, or call 800/533-4371, Monday-Friday, 9 am to 5 pm ET. 

Order early to ensure you receive your study in time for Lynn’s webinar! 

————————————————————————————————————————————— 

First Presbyterian is going to re-start in-person worship on Sunday, June 28. Online worship will also continue. 
We are following public health guidelines and encouraging worshipers over the age of 65 to worship online.  
Most of our Ambassadors and Emergency Coordinators, who greet worshippers and provide for a safe and 
secure Sunday environment, are over the age of 65. In the short term, we need healthy and hospitable members 
under the age of 65 to step into these important roles.  Do you have the gift for making people feel at home? If 
so, prayerfully consider using that gift in the role of Ambassador or Emergency Coordinator. Contact the church 
office at (573) 442-1164 or office@fpccolumbia.org. 

We'll train you! 

https://www.presbyterianwomen.org/bible-study/into-the-light/
mailto:office@fpccolumbia.org
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Happy June 
Birthday to… 
 

8 Kelsy Mayfield 
9 Adelaide 
 Reynolds 
11 Shannon 
 Brodhacker 
12 Richard Douty 
 Kathie Jackson 
 Gerri Kaufman 
 Lynne Schwartze 
13 Benjamin Hanney 
14 Martha Hallsted 
 Jim Lynn 
 Jordan Walker 
15 Midge Pinkerton 
16 Katie Hanney 
17 Jason Gatz 
 Oliver Reynolds 
18 Leni Brodhacker 
 Andrew Kinkade 
 Oliver Matteson 
19 Tessa Hulen 
 Bonnie Prather 
20 Kathryn Adams 
 Dorothy 
 Anderson 
 Donna Bell 
21 Kirsten Colston 
 Diane Johnson 
 Audra West 
24 Chris Claunch 
 Francis Wambua 
26 Ginger Gillmore 
27 Harrison 
 McCrary 
 David Zanone 
28 Brooklyn 
 Mawhinney 
29 Ellen Dent 
 Ken Hammond 
 Bob Hull 
 Steven Keller 

Happy July 
Birthday to... 

 

1 Kevin O’Brien 
2 Richard Baumann 
 Linda McCray 
 Emily Reynolds 
5 Terra Clussman 
 Hap Whitney 
6 Mary Lyon 

 

 

First Presbyterian Church  
Disciples Making a Difference 

 

Our Mission: Living our faith in Jesus Christ 
by… 

  
 
 

* Embracing all people 
      *Engaging all neighborhoods 
            * Encouraging each other 
                  * Empowering lives 

Save The Date! 

Haseman Lectures, November 14-15, 2020 

 

Our 2020 Haseman Lecturer will be Dr. Rodger 

Nishioka, the director of Adult Educational Ministries at 

Village Presbyterian Church since March of 2016. He is 

one of the most sought-after and inspiring preachers in 

the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). Prior to coming to 

Village, Rodger taught at Columbia Theological 

Seminary in Atlanta for 15 years. In that ministry, he 

taught pastors to be teachers and leaders in the church’s 

educational ministry, specializing in particular on youth 

and young adult ministry. 

My name is Preston Turley and I've been the 
campus ministry director and contemporary 
worship leader at FPC since 2009. Music has 
been a constant in my life for as far back as I 
can remember! I was first exposed to music 
in the church, my father singing in the choir 
and my mother playing the organ. I learned 
to love music through the hymns and 
eventually came to embrace all forms of 
music from rock n' roll to country to blues. 
My music life has included encouraging music 
teachers, willing listeners, piano lessons, 
guitar lessons, voice lessons, high school 
choirs (including a spot in the Missouri All-
State choir) work as a traveling PR musician 
for my college and for the past 11 years 
working as a worship leader, so, it's safe to 
say music is more than just a hobby, but, 
more like a fifth limb, something that is fully 
a part of who I am. I am blessed to share my 
musical ability each week in worship with 
our dedicated and talented worship team 
and also enjoy writing music for the church. 
God bless you and may we all make a joyful 
noise to the Lord!  

Music-Maker 
Spotlight 



 

 

2020-2021 Session Members 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

May Session Notes 
 
The Session met Thursday, May 21 at 7:00 PM via Zoom video conferencing software. Here are 
some highlights from the meeting:  

• The Session adopted the Treasurer's report for April, and elected Paul Mehrle treasurer for 
2020-2021.  

• The Session voted to re-start in-person worship on Sunday, June 28 and scheduled the Sacra-
ment of Holy Communion for Sunday, July 5. The Worship Team will create a plan for wor-
ship that minimizes the risk of COVID-19 transmission.  

• The Session approved a proposal to upgrade the congregation's audio-visual equipment and 
live streaming capability. The project will cost $32,417.00. Memorial funds and distributions 
from the Property Endowment will pay for the project. Sound Concepts will install the new 
equipment and train church staff and volunteers in its use.  

• The Session earmarked the local portion of this year's Pentecost Offering for the Boys and 
Girls Club of Columbia.  

• The moderator shared a letter addressed to the Session from former Associate Pastor George 
McCall. The McCalls have made a generous contribution to the church. The Session asked 
the Gifts and Memorials Committee to develop a plan for the use of the gift. 

 

May 31 Congregational Meeting 
 
The congregation met via Zoom at 10:45 AM to elect Elders, Deacons, and a member of the 
Nominating Committee. The following were presented - Elders;  Elaine Blodgett, Eric Cunning-
ham, Sarah Grim, Emily Reynolds, Tom Smith, and Garrick West (Youth Elder): Deacons; Nan-
cy Graham, Mary Hoskins, Carolyn Johnson, Laura Lindsay, Marcia Lynn, and Lorri Wheeler: 
Nominating Committee; Cindy Brodhacker. There were no nominations from the floor and the 
slate of nominees was approved. 

Help provide a meal to those who are hungry in our community: 
Prepare food and serve at Loaves & Fishes 

 

Once a month, a group from FPC meets at Wilkes Blvd. Methodist Church to serve 
food to Columbia residents who are hungry.  YOU can put your faith into action and 
share God’s love with those in need by providing the poster 
requested item each month and/or volunteering to serve! To 
sign up, visit our website, www.fpccolumbia.org. 

Class of 2021 Class of 2022 Class of 2023 

Ellen Dent Richard Baumann Elaine Blodgett 

Brian McCartney Kent Hopper Eric Cunningham 

Burke McCray Linda Landry Sarah Grim 

Allan Moore Kathy Lee Emily Reynolds 

 David Wainwright Tom Smith 

  Garrick West 
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June Fiscal Fitness 
 

Thank you for your faithful 
giving!   Even though the stay-at-
home order has kept us apart for 
the last two months, you have 
proven to be generous and 

committed to our church.  Through April, pledge 
contributions have remained strong and are on pace 
to meet our 2020 operating budget.    
 
E-giving (online giving) has increased every month 
this year. In January, before the stay-at-home order 
was issued, e-giving represented 6.8% of our 
operating budget giving.  In April, e-giving 
represented 22%! If you haven’t tried using our e-
giving option, simply go to the website at 
www.fpccolumbia.org and scroll down to the 
“Give” option.  You could also download the “Give 
Plus+” App on your smart phone or tablet.   If you 
have any questions, please call the church office 
and Fran will be happy to help you set it up. 
 
Did you know that there are changes to the 2020 
tax laws?   The CARES act included provisions that 
reward people who donate to non-profit 501 (c) (3) 
organizations.   Some of these changes are:   
 
• “Above the line” charitable contribution 

deduction of $300 per person, even if you don’t 
itemize. 

 
• Waiving of the adjusted gross income limit for 

taxpayers who itemize. 
 
• Suspension of the minimum withdrawal 

requirement for IRA’s, 401(k), etc… 
 
However, qualified charitable distributions are still 
a great way for donors 70 ½ or older to make 
charitable contributions.  A “IRA charitable 
rollover” allows you to contribute up to $100,000 
from your IRA without paying income tax.   We 
encourage you to speak with your financial or tax 
professional for advice before making any changes 
to your giving.  

 
 

Gifts & Memorials 
 
 
 
 

Over the years, our church has benefitted from 
legacy gifts - financial gifts supporting the 
future life of the church.  Memorial gifts and 
bequests have seeded four church endowment 
funds: the Capital Improvement Endowment 
Fund, the Campus Ministry Endowment Fund, 
the Earl & Ruth Kroth Scholarship Fund, and 
most recently, the Education Endowment Fund.  
Disbursements from each benefit specific 
initiatives. 
 
Today, we’d like highlight the Education 
Endowment Fund.  It was seeded with 
generous gifts from the Bob Parks Trust and 
from Ken McFate in memory of Imogene 
McFate, and with the wishes of family members 
that the funds be used in a manner consistent 
with their respective interests in theological 
education and child development.  And, so in 
2018, Session approved the creation of the 
Education Endowment Fund. 
 
Upon his death, family members asked that 
Memorial gifts honoring Ken McFate be added 
to this endowment.  On-going gifts from FPC 
members have further enhanced this 
endowment’s ability to foster spiritual growth 
and development. 
 
Each year, 5% of the endowment’s June 30th 
balance is available to provide educational 
opportunities, for both young and old, to 
nurture their ability to treat every person with 
compassion, empathy, and respect.  In June 
2019, Session approved the first distribution 
from the Education Endowment to fund 
attendance at Triennium by one of the 
Hungarian youth visiting our Presbytery.  
 
We are grateful for the initial, past and on-going 
gifts to FPC’s Education Endowment Fund, a 
tribute to those we have known, and a source of 
support to enrich lives in the future. 

http://www.fpccolumbia.org


 

 

 
FPC Graduates 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
Hickman High School Graduates 

 

Kelsey Kibubu 

Stephanie Mayfield 

Juliet Wambua 

 

Worshipping together again! 

“I was glad when they said to me, ‘Let us go to the house 
of the Lord!’  Our feet are standing within your gates, O 
Jerusalem.” Psalm 122: 1-2 [NRSV] 

These verses express the joy of the psalmist in anticipating 
the pilgrimage to Jerusalem with others and in arriving 
there. A similar ‘joy of anticipation’ is being felt among 
our congregation as we look forward to worshiping 
corporately again within our ‘house of the Lord’ on 
Sunday, June 28th at 10 AM. 
 
After much prayer and discussion among members of the 
Worship, Personnel, and Property Ministry Teams and 
with the direction of Pastor Marvin Lindsay, the above 
date was selected for a safe re-entry of corporate worship 
following state and local guidelines. These guidelines 
require maintaining a 6’ physical distancing (through 
August 24th); this will allow a minimum of 92 worshippers 
in alternating pews in the Sanctuary, which will be 
accessible only through the west doors of the Narthex. 
Other requirements include the wearing of masks, no 
hymnal use, no choir singing, no passing of offering plate, 
or printed materials. There will be no ‘meet and greet’ and 
no child care; family units may sit together.  
 
These current guidelines are contingent on the 
effectiveness of ‘social distancing’ and containment of the 
COVID-19 pandemic in Columbia and Boone County. 
Regardless, the on-line services will continue to be 
available for Sunday morning viewing; this is 
recommended for members over the age of 65. 
 
The Presbyterian Church requires the celebration of The 
Lord’s Supper quarterly. The ministry teams advised that 
Communion be served on Sunday, July 5th in a modified 
form of Intinction (cubed bread served with tongs; juice in 
plastic cups) or another similar and safe method in pew, if 
possible. However, in times of war, plague, pandemic or 
natural catastrophe, Christians may not have been able to 
attend church on The Lord’s Day to take Communion with 
fellow saints. Another form of communicating with the 
Divine is the Act and Practice of Spiritual Communion, 
attributed to Alphonsus Liguori---an 18th century Italian 
bishop, spiritual writer and theologian. His prayer was 
recently brought to our attention by Pastor Lindsay and is 
evidenced in forms of Lutheran, Anglican, Methodist, and 
Catholic worship. Therefore, for those of us who may not 
be able to attend Communion physically or for reasons 
related to current health concerns, we ponder Alphonsus’ 
Prayer: 

My Jesus, I believe that Thou art present in the 
Blessed Sacrament. I love Thee above all things 
and I desire Thee in my soul. Since I cannot now 
receive Thee sacramentally, come at least  
spiritually into my heart. 

 
Respectfully submitted, Richard Baumann, Elder---Liaison 
Worship Ministry Team 

Emily Kinkade graduated with 
her Masters of Science in 
Clinical Psychology from 
Missouri State University. 

This fall, she will be attending 
North Dakota State University 
to work towards her Ph.D. in 
Developmental Science and 

Gerontology.  

UKirk is proud to announce the 
graduation of Rebecca Biestek, 

Journalism 2020. Rebecca 
served on student leadership 
for two years and as UKirk 

Intern for the spring semester 
of 2020. Rebecca is moving on 
to begin her next chapter as 
Associate Account Executive 
for Moosylvania marketing 
agency in St. Louis, MO. 

Congratulations, Rebecca!  

Audrey O’Brien graduated from 
Truman State University with a 
degree in political science and 
international relations, and has 

future plans to attend law 
school.  
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First Presbyterian Church 
16 Hitt Street 
Columbia, MO 65201 

 

 
Senior Pastor 
     Marvin Lindsay 
 

Minister of Pastoral Care and 
Nurture 
     Wally Landrum 
 

Director of Campus Ministries and 
Contemporary Worship 
     Preston Turley 
 

Director of Youth and Children’s 
Ministry 
     Audra West 
 

Financial Coordinator 
     Fran Muench 
 

Executive Administrative Assistant 
     Nancy Foote 
 

Custodian 
     Tony Hayes 
 

Assistant Custodian 
     James Scott 
 

Organist 
     Michael Bancroft 
 

Adult Choir/Handbell Director 
     Jordan Walker 
 

Pastor Emeritus   
     Richard J. Ramsey 

 Sunday Mornings at FPC:  10:00 am online at our website and on our 
Facebook page. In person worship tentatively resumes June 28 at 10:00 am. 

  

Church office hours: We will reopen on Monday, June 29. 
9:00 am – 4:30 pm, Monday - Friday 

Church phone numbers: 
  Office: (573) 442-1164           Fax: (573) 442-7161 

  

E-mail: office@fpccolumbia.org                 Web site: www.fpccolumbia.org 
 

 

   Find us on Facebook—First Presbyterian Church, UKIRK, 
                                           Presbyterian Women, and MOPS 
  

 The next Epistle will be available on July 2, 2020.  
If you have not given your email address to the church office, please do so 
as soon as possible to continue to receive news from FPC! 
 
To receive The Epistle and @First by email, visit our website at 
www.fpccolumbia.org.  
 
Don’t forget about the church’s online calendar at our website: 
www.fpccolumbia.org.  
 

Sunday sermons are available online.. Please visit 
www.fpccolumbia.org.  
 

 
         Ministers  -  All Christians 

mailto:office@fpccolumbia.org
fpccolumbia.org
fpccolumbia.org
fpccolumbia.org
fpccolumbia.org

