
 

 

January 3, 2020 

 
 

of First Presbyterian Church 

In this issue 

 
 

~  Reception for Harlan 
    Lynn 

 
  

~  Christmas Eve Services 

 
 

~  Epiphany Breakfast 

 
 

… and much, much more. 
 
 

Read about it TODAY! 

 Have you made any New Year’s resolutions 
for 2020? If so, are you still keeping them? I know; 
I know; you’re reading this column on the 3rd of 
January, but New Year’s resolutions do have a fa-
mously short shelf life. An article by Mark Abadi in 
Business Insider lists three common reasons why 
New Year’s resolutions fail:  

• Your resolution isn’t specific enough. (For ex-
ample: “I resolve to lose weight in 2020,” rather 
than, “I resolve to lose 15 pounds by January 1, 
2021 by exercising 90 minutes per week and 
counting calories.”) 

• You don’t frame resolutions positively. (For 
example, “I resolve to quit junk food,” instead 
of, “I resolve to eat healthier, more delicious 
food.”) 

• Your resolution isn’t about you. (Are you re-
solving to lose weight for yourself or to live up 
to some impossibly high standard of beauty set 
by the advertising industry?) 

One reason why I’m pleased with the work 
that you’ve done in 2019 is that you’ve avoided the 
pitfalls listed above. The discernment process you 
engaged in last year resulted in the adoption of the 
following five goals:  

• We will become a more Christ-centered congre-
gation and strive to become more welcoming 
and open.  

• Cultivate multi-generational participation in all 
areas of congregational life. 

• The congregation, staff, session and ministry 
teams will focus on evangelism and church 
growth.  

• Preserve and leverage the worship traditions and 
music resources to enrich our congregation and 
community. 

• The Church will embrace an ethos of transpar-
ency that fosters open lines of communication 
and respect for differing views throughout the 
congregation.   

 

Not long after the Session adopted those 
goals, our consultant, Bill Tenny-Brittian, presented 
a detailed report to the Session. His specific recom-
mendations on worship, hospitality, and making 

disciples function nicely as specific objectives and 
action steps for achieving these goals. If you haven’t 
done so already, please download and read his re-
port: https://www.fpccolumbia.org/discernment-
process  

Our Planning and Evaluation Team is creat-
ing a timeline and assignments for ministry teams 
and staff members to evaluate and implement his 
recommendations. Some recommendations will be 
modified, and some may not be adopted. Some are 
small tweaks to existing practices. Others will take a 
good deal of time, money, and effort to get off the 
ground.  

As we work through these recommendations 
in 2020, it’s worth remembering that last reason why 
some New Year’s resolutions fail: It’s not about you. 
If we are trying to live up to the standard set by 
some other growing congregation, or to live up to 
memories of the good old days of church growth in 
the 1950s, we likely won’t succeed. We’ve resolved 
to be more open, to focus on evangelism, and to be-
come more Christ-centered because that’s what Je-
sus Christ commissioned us to be and do.  

 
Marvin 
 
 
 

Join us this Sunday, January 5 for 
the Epiphany Breakfast at 9:30 am,  

followed by worship at 11:00 am. 

https://www.fpccolumbia.org/discernment-process
https://www.fpccolumbia.org/discernment-process
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Epiphany 
 
Epiphany means manifestation or revealing, a revelation or 
theophany, etc. Epiphany is celebrated by Christians on 
January 6, after the 12 days of Christmas. (I wonder how we 
ended up with one Christmas Day when we used to have 12 
feast days - like the carol). Epiphany is the manifestation of 
Jesus to the non-Jews with the coming of the Magi in the 
gospel of Matthew. 
 
This Sunday, January 5, our church is celebrating Epiphany 
with a carry-in breakfast at 9:30 am. in the Ramsey Center. 
During the breakfast we will have a fun time with a 
"Christmas IQ Test" around our tables. We will then have 
one service of worship at 11:00 am in the sanctuary. 
 
In the coming Sundays we will have an “epiphany” about 
the meaning of church membership. I will be teaching an 
adult “Inquirer’s Class” for those who want to discuss 
Presbyterian worship, history, beliefs, government, and the 
meaning of discipleship. This class is for visitors and 
members of our church. Visitors will be discerning whether 
or not to become active members of the church and 
members can give and receive benefits from the discussions. 
 
I am contacting visitors to see the best day and time to begin 
the class. One option is after each service on Sundays.  If 
you are interested please email me 
at wallyl@fpccolumbia.org so I can include you in the 
schedule. 
 
As we begin a new year and a new decade in this church 
community, I hope you will join us for celebrating Epiphany 
as Jesus the Christ is revealed to us in a new way. 
 
Wally Landrum 
Congregational Care and Nurture 

 
 

 
 
 

“We are in the beginning of a mass extinction and all you 
can talk about is money and fairy tales of eternal 
economic growth . . . How dare you!” 
Greta Thunberg, during the 2019 U.N. Climate Action 
Summit 

 

For sounding the alarm about humanity ‘s predatory 
relationship with the only home we have, for bringing to 
a fragmented world a voice that transcends backgrounds 
and borders, for showing us all what it might look like 
when a new generation leads, Greta Thunberg was named 
TIME’s 2019 Person of the Year Time writer Edward 
Felsenthat explained. 

 

Read the impact this 16-year-old girl from Stockholm, 
Sweden, has made in her life in the December 23, 2019 
featured article and what has resulted from her 
leadership.   

 

By the numbers:    
1°C - The amount that temperatures have already risen 
since the Industrial Revolution. 
4 Million - The approximate number of people who 
participated in the Global Climate Strike on September 
20, from all seven continents, making it the largest 
climate protest in history. 
3°C - Likely global temperature rise by 2100, even if 
every nation follows through on its current commitments 
to reduce emissions under the Paris Agreement. 
7 Million - The number of people who were displaced by 
extreme weather in the first half of 2019; that number is 
expected to grow to hundreds of millions in the coming 
decades. 
7.6 % - Percentage that greenhouse gas emissions would 
need to fall every year for a decade to keep temperatures 
from rising more than 1.5°C by the end of the century. 

 

It is not a coincidence that Earth Day turns 50 this year 
and the City of Columbia plans to celebrate this special 
Birthday April 26, 2020.  Check back to see how First 
Presbyterian Church will mark this event as well. 
In the meantime, take advantage of Missouri Department 
of Conservation Springfield Conservation Nature 
Center’s invitation to birding enthusiasts of all ages and 
experience levels to take part in its “Birds:  A Kickoff to 
Your Big Year” program on Saturday, January 4 from 
1:00-2:30 pm.  No registration is required for this FREE 
event available for all ages. 

 

Birding is an activity the whole family can enjoy.  It can 
captivate and help you learn a lot about the natural world 
around us.  Participants will be encouraged to see how 
many birds they can identify in a week, month or a year.  
They will learn how to identify birds, how to attract them 
to your backyards and what can be done to help them. 
For more information about the Springfield Conservation 
Nature Center call 417-888-4237 or check mdc.mo.gov/
southwestevents 

 
 

Book Club will meet on Jan. 
21st at 6:00 PM at Coley’s to 

discuss the book, 
The Prayer Box 
By Lisa Wingate 

mailto:wallyl@fpccolumbia.org


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

BOARD OF DEACON NEWS 

 
Although all members are called by Jesus Christ to love their neighbors and give aid to strangers 
in need, the church needs a more organized ministry of compassion so that those in need are not 
overlooked.  
 
Deacons are ordained leaders who strive to help church members in times of need and are often 
described as the caring arm of the church. 
 
They try to reach out and maintain contact with all members of their flock. 
 
This task becomes more challenging with the different worship times, unfamiliarity with all 
members and those members who may be homebound for brief or extended periods of time.  A 
deacon may also assist with such things as providing meals after a surgery or serving 
communion in someone’s home.   It is their goal to be certain that members who are absent from 
worship or need help in an illness, surgery, or family crisis receive proper attention.  It is always 
helpful to let your deacon know if you or someone you know has any special requests or other 
needs.   They are willing to help in any way they can. 
 
The Deacons who have been chosen by our congregation to serve are:  Chris Bouchard, Cindy 
Brodhacker, Terra Clussman, Carla Conley, Janet Dierker, Debbie Gerhardt, Sandy Gunn, Mary 
Hoskins, Michael Lilien, Chris Mawhinney, Amanda Nell, Ann O’Brien, Deb Olson, Vi Powell, 
Kristy Rysdam, Sally Swanson, Ruth Thompson, Aurora Meyer Tyler, Lydia Wambua, Joe 
Weston, and Barak White. If you are not sure which Deacon is assigned to serve you, feel free to 
contact Mary Hoskins, 445-6512 or Cindy Brodhacker, 489-8682 or the Church office. Our 
Deacons strive to serve their flocks diligently, respectfully, with love and in the power of the 
Holy Spirit. 
 
 

ADESTE FIDELES 

“O, Come Let Us Adore Him, Christ the Lord” and we did indeed at Christmas Eve Candlelight Services during The 

Offering with the Praise Band including tambourine and castanets, and during the Traditional Service with 

saxophone, violin, organ and human voices. The Korean First Presbyterian Church choir and orchestra 

enthusiastically introduced a new carol, ‘The King is Born’!  Since the First Sunday in Advent, December 1st, we 

have waited in anticipation of this very event---the birth of Emmanuel, God with us. 

The Worship Ministry Team wishes to thank all who have made this Advent season one of spiritual renewal 

and blessing.  We thank Pastor Marvin Lindsay for his sermons to help us ‘prepare the way of the Lord’ during 

the weekly progression of Advent. We thank the ten families who read the Liturgy and lit the Advent Wreath 

candles of Hope, Peace, Joy, Love and that of Christ.  We thank the Praise Band led by Preston Turley. We 

thank the Chancel Bell Choir and Adult Choir, both directed by Jordan Walker.  We thank our organist, 

Michael Bancroft and soloists, Sally Swanson, Garrick West, Hattie Francis and Jordan Walker, who have 

enhanced deeply our Advent worship experience.  We thank all who have given Poinsettia in memory or honor 

of a family member; these floral tributes have beautified our worship spaces greatly. For all of the above---Thank 

You!  

The Worship Ministry Team looks forward to worshipping with you though the New Year! 
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Happy January
Birthday to… 

 
10 Kathy Felts 
12 Teri 
 Christiansen 
 Maia Kinkade 
 Michael 
 Kinkade 
13 Audrey O’Brien 
15 Tim Thomas 
17 Marilyn 
 Starwalt 
18 Dawn Andres 
 Mary Dugan 
20 Jack Hanney 
 Ryan  
 Montgomery 
22 David Knight 
23 Joey 
 Brodhacker 
24 Rachel 
 Claunch 
 Betty Cramer 
 Thomas 
 Giessmann 
25 Kaia
 Mawhinney 
26 Sarah Cramer 
27 Aidan 
 Matteson 
28 Emily Dowling 
 David Graham 
 Laura Lindsay 
 Candi 
 Thomson 
 Barak White 
30 Wayne 
 Armbrust 
 Ellis Graham 
 Priscilla 
 Mbuthia 
 Joy Rushing 
31 Marge Hicks 
 Chris 
 Mawhinney 
 
 

Happy February 
Birthday to… 
 
1 Aurora Meyer-
 Tyler 
 Jonathan 
 White 
2 Jane Anne 
 Gideon 
3 Loretta Ross 
4 Mildred Brown 
 Jeremy 
 Matteson 
5 Jerry Grace 
7 Bud Brixey 
 Avelyn Burns 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Friends, 
Thank you for your recent donation of $250.00. It means so much to those 
who access our services that our community is here to support them, 
because there are people like you. It’s not just the shelter; it’s also 
knowing they are not alone. Thank you for being such a good neighbor and 
friend. 
In gratitude, 
Elizabeth Herrera Eichenberger, MNM 
Executive Director, True North of Columbia 
 
Saturday Café began with the Korean church serving for the month of December. 
Our congregation is serving for January and February and you can sign up with 
Sign-Up Genius. Donations of food may be placed in the freezer for Saturday Café 
in the kitchen. Please mark appropriately. We thank you for embracing all people 
during these cold winter months. Encourage each other to help in this ministry. 
 
Our Session and Ministry Teams are evaluating our current Sunday 
schedule. These times will remain unchanged through January 2020. We 
will let you know if and when any changes occur. 
 
Mark Bowers is a CPS PE Teacher and handyman who worships with us at The 
Offering. If you have yard work, painting, or other household needs, call him to 
schedule an appointment: (573) 673-7526.  

Help provide a meal to those who 
are hungry in our community: 

Prepare food and serve at 

Loaves & Fishes 

 

Once a month, a group from FPC 
meets at Wilkes Blvd. Methodist 
Church to serve food to Columbia 
residents who are hungry.  YOU can 
put your faith into action and share 
God’s love with those in need by 
providing the poster requested item 
each month and/or volunteering to 
serve! To sign up, visit our website, 
www.fpccolumbia.org. 



 

 

2019-2020 Session Members 

 
 

 

Stated Session Notes December, 2019 
 

• Approved Treasurer’s Report. 

• Approved Minutes from November 21, 2019 Stated Session Meeting, 
• Approved Minutes from November 24, 2019 Called Session Meeting. 

• Approved a request from Caitlin Myer (7081) to be removed from the church roll. 

• Tabled the evaluation of the Sunday schedule to the January Stated Session Meeting as Elders had not 
received the report from the ministry teams. 

• Landmark Bank Stock has been sold. $426,308 is currently in a short-term Money Market account. 
• Free-will offering will be sent to Meals on Wheels. 

• There have been 2 interviews with prospective Youth Directors and 1 more is set for January. 

• Planning and evaluation has the Consultant report and will bring their findings to Elders. 
 

 

 

Ministry Teams Chairperson or Co-Chairpersons 
  

Campus Ministry Kevin O’Brien (kobrienesq@gmail.com) 
Children and Families Brian McCartney (bmccartney@brydonlaw.com ) 

Board of Deacons Cindy Brodhacker (cjbrodhacker@socket.net) 
Mary Hoskins (llhoskins@mchsi.com) 

Finance Adam Dowling (adowling@engandwoods.com) 
David Wainwright (cdavidww@gmail.com) 

Member Involvement Kathy Lee (thursdayschild318@gmail.com) 

Mission Dale Metcalf (dmetcalf@houseofbrokers.com) 
Outreach Beth Boyce (eboyce4644@gmail.com) 
Personnel Ellen Dent (ellend0906@gmail.com) 

Kent Hopper (hopper.kent@gmail.com) 
Planning, Evaluation, Oversight Jim Lynn (jimlynnjr@gmail.com) 

Property Allan Moore (amoore@ms-app.com)  
Linda Landry (landryl@health.missouri.edu) 

Worship Richard Baumann (rbaumann@ccis.edu) 
Ed Hander (ed@hander.org ) 

Youth Burke McCray (BMcCray@cpsk12.org ) 

 

First Presbyterian Church  
Disciples Making a Difference 

Our Mission: Living our faith in Jesus Christ 

by… 

  

* Embracing all people 

      *Engaging all neighborhoods 

            * Encouraging each other 

                  * Empowering lives 

mailto:bmccartney@brydonlaw.com
mailto:adowling@engandwoods.com
mailto:cdavidww@gmail.com
mailto:amoore@ms-app.com
mailto:ed@hander.org
mailto:BMcCray@cpsk12.org
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January Fiscal Fitness 

 

Happy New Year from the 
Finance Ministry Team!   We 
hope you have a healthy and 
prosperous 2020. 

 

Here are a few reminders as we start the new 
year: 

 

To those of you who have turned in your 2020 
pledges – Thank You!   If you haven’t turned 
yours in yet, there is still time.   Our Team is 
working over the next few weeks to finalize the 
budget.   We will be presenting it to the Session 
on January 16th.   As of this writing, pledging is 
significantly lagging behind last year’s numbers.   
If the pledge numbers don’t increase, we will 
have to make some difficult decisions on the 
Expense Budget.   At this point, we simply can’t 
afford to fund everything that has been 
requested.  Please give prayerful consideration 
to pledging for 2020. 

 

Fran Muench, our Financial Coordinator, has 
requested that you remember these two items 
for the new year:  First, please update your 
credit card information if you have changes for 
the new year.  You can update the e-giving web 
page on the FPC website or on the Give Plus App 
yourself if you have any changes, or you can 
contact Fran for help.  Secondly, please 
remember to make checks payable to “First 
Presbyterian Church” or “FPC”, and then 
designate on the memo line or include a note 
indicating any special allocation for the 
donation.  Our bank will not accept checks made 
payable to “Education Endowment Fund” or 
“John Doe Memorial Fund”. 

 

Thank you for your dedication and faithfulness. 

2020 is going to be a tremendous year for First 

Presbyterian Church!  

Gifts & Memorials 
 

  Making Plans for the New Year?  
 In addition to fulfilling your stewardship 
 pledge to support the church’s current 
 operations, please know that you can build 

a legacy with a gift that reflects your faith in the on-
going life and ministry of the church at any time.  Also, 
if you are 70 1/2 or older, the administrator of your 
IRA can help you make your gift with a QCD-
Qualified Charitable Distribution using part or all of 
2020’s Required Minimum Distribution from your 
IRA. 
 
A gift designated to one or more of the church’s 
existing endowment funds will help support our future 
ministry.  If your passion is with maintaining our 
presence at 16 Hitt Street, consider making a gift to the 
Capital Endowment Fund.  If you cherish the Youth of 
our congregation, perhaps a gift to the Earl & Ruth 
Kroth Scholarship Fund.  If you wish to support the 
community’s college students through U-KIRK, 
designate a gift to the Campus Ministry Fund.  Or, if 
you want to foster programs that promote the spiritual 
development of all God’s children, consider a gift to 
the Education Endowment Fund. 
 
Just as we have a deep sense of gratitude to those who 
had the foresight to create these endowments and to 
those who gave generously before us, so will your gifts 
to the future be appreciated by those who follow us.  
Contact the church office (442-1164) for more 
information on making a legacy gift and the church’s 
endowment funds. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Stewardship is Heart Work: 

A Focus on the Mission Ministries  

FPC Is involved in many national, state and local 
ministries as part of its overall mission.  More detailed 

information regarding some of these Mission 
Ministries is available on FPC’s website at: https://

www.fpccolumbia.org/give 

https://www.fpccolumbia.org/give
https://www.fpccolumbia.org/give
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First Presbyterian Church 
16 Hitt Street 
Columbia, MO 65201 

 

 
Senior Pastor 
     Marvin Lindsay 
 
Minister of Pastoral Care and 
Nurture 
     Wally Landrum 
 
Director of Campus Ministries and 
Contemporary Worship 
     Preston Turley 
 
Financial Coordinator 
     Fran Muench 
 
Executive Administrative Assistant 
     Nancy Foote 
 
Custodian 
     Tony Hayes    
 
Assistant Custodian 
     James Scott 
 
Organist 
     Michael Bancroft 
 
Adult Choir/Handbell Director 
     Jordan Walker 
 
Pastor Emeritus   
     Richard J. Ramsey 

 Sunday Mornings at FPC: 
Contemporary Worship 9:30 AM, Traditional Worship at 11:00 AM 

  

Church office hours: 
   9:00 a.m.- 4:30 p.m.         (Monday - Friday) 

 

Church phone numbers: 
  Office: (573) 442-1164           Fax: (573) 442-7161 

  

E-mail: office@fpccolumbia.org                 Web site: www.fpccolumbia.org 
 

 

   Find us on Facebook—First Presbyterian Church, UKIRK, 
                                           Presbyterian Women, and MOPS 
  

 The next Epistle will be available on February 6, 2019.  
If you have not given your email address to the church office, please do so 
as soon as possible to continue to receive news from FPC! 
 
To receive The Epistle and @First by email, visit our website at 
www.fpccolumbia.org.  
 
Don’t forget about the church’s online calendar at our website: 
www.fpccolumbia.org.  
 

Sunday sermons are available online.. Please visit www.fpccolumbia.org.  
 

 
         Ministers  -  All Christians 

mailto:office@fpccolumbia.org
fpccolumbia.org
fpccolumbia.org
fpccolumbia.org
fpccolumbia.org

