
 

 

July 2, 2020 

 
 

of First Presbyterian Church 

In this issue 

 

~  In Remembrance 

  
 

~  Lutz of Love 

 
 

~  MOPS continues 
     creatively during the 
     pandemic 

 
 

… and much, much more. 
 

Read about it TODAY! 

In just a few days, we’ll fire up our grills, light a few 
bottle rockets, maybe even don an American flag 
shirt all to spend some time celebrating what it 
means to live in this country; what historical events, 
sacrifices, and decisions have led us to this period in 
history. Of course, due to COVID-19, we won’t be 
able to gather around kitchen islands or backyard 
patio tables to talk and laugh with family and friends 
the way we have in years past, but, in spite of that 
detail, I hope you’ll spend some time in thought, 
gratitude, and reflection. 

 

My reflection has begun early this year, spurred by 
some good conversation (via email, of course!) with 
a member of our congregation. I sang a special for 
June 21’s worship service entitled “I Repent” by 
singer/songwriter Derek Webb and there is a line in 
this song that reads “I repent of my pursuit of Amer-
ica’s dream”. It was some confusion and disagree-
ment over this line that initiated our conversation 
and I wanted to share with you all some of my heart 
on why I agree with this line and why I think it may-
be means something a little different than what it 
seems. 

 

My understanding (and I believe the songwriter's 
intent) of this lyric, is choosing to repent from the 
excesses and exploitation that have at times been 
synonymous, for some, with the "American 
Dream". In such repentance, I'd hope to emphasize 
that allegiance to God is greater than my allegiance 
to a flag. I would hope that I would take time to 
evaluate the institutions (i.e. slavery, un-checked 
capitalism, etc.) that allow a construct such as the 
"American Dream" to be one of comfort for some 
and of oppression for others. The dream of a land 
that is free to ALL PEOPLE to live safely, to work, 
to explore their passions, and to have all their human 
needs met without sacrificing their human health and 
dignity is a dream indeed worth pursuing. Unfortu-

nately, this dream has been more of a fairytale, for 
some in our land, as the events of the past few weeks 
have highlighted. For some, the idea of a truly free 
existence is still merely an idea and not a reality.  

 

This Independence Day, a day where we celebrate 
our freedom, I’d ask us all to reflect on whether or 
not all people in our country are truly free. As Chris-
tians, we believe it is in Christ that we find true free-
dom, but even in that freedom we must acknowledge 
limitation…it is in the temperance of our behaviors, 
our attitudes, and our hearts in favor of his goodness 
and his character that we find that freedom. How 
might we reflect that Christian truth in how we live 
our lives as American people? Maybe we challenge 
ourselves to limit our comforts, our indulgences, and 
most importantly our blindness to injustice this Inde-
pendence Day…not out of pity, or even duty, but in 
the Spirit of Jesus, who desires that all people be free.   

 

May God bless and heal our nation and may God 
bless all of you, 

 

Preston 
 
 
 
Dear First Presbyterian community,  

 

On Monday, June 29, a person visited the First 
Presbyterian office who tested positive for 
Covid-19 two days later. This person was 
masked and maintained proper social distance 
during their office visit on the 29th. Out of an 
abundance of caution, our offices will be closed 
to the public through July 15. Please pray for 
healing for this person and for all who are in 
need of healing today.  

 

Yours in Christ,  
 
Marvin 

 

On-site worship has been suspended until August 30. Worship with us on YouTube, Facebook, or 

our website. The church office is closed through July 15. Anyone entering the building should wear 

a mask, maintain a 6' distance from other people, and be healthy. We are still "Disciples Making a 

Difference". Find us at fpccolumbia.org.  
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Tom and I are very appreciative of all the cards & 
messages for our 70th wedding anniversary. We have 
been very blessed. We were allowed to be together as I 
had requested & a very special day was made of it. 
Tom gets very good care & we talk daily & do Face 
Time. Thank you for all the prayers-still needed. 

 

Tom & Mildred Brown 
 
Presbyterian Women (PW) recently received the 
following thank you letter (excerpted) from Love 
INC: 
Dear First Presbyterian Women, 
Thank you so much for your gift of $500 to 
support Love INC. We have so appreciated the 
partnership of First Presbyterian through both 
financial gifts and volunteers... In this past 
month, [April] we have helped 23 families with 
children who have become newly homeless due 
to circumstances related to the virus. These 
were families experiencing housing instability 
prior to March and either could not continue to 
pay hotel fees or stay doubled up with relatives 
or friends once school closed. Your donation will 
go directly to help one of these families gain 
stability. We are so grateful for the work you 
have done for years to provide Room at the Inn 
and for Pastor Marvin’s involvement with [the] 
Missouri Faith Voices housing taskforce. You 
have demonstrated time and again how much 
you care for those without shelter. . . 
            Jane Williams, Director 
 

And Thank YOU! 
Presbyterian Women thank all who contributed to 
this year’s Birthday Offering. A total of $1,140.00 
was received from our congregation, and will be 
added to the donations received from other 
churches throughout our denomination. The PW 
Birthday Offering funds up to five projects that 
are not included in ongoing General Assembly 
mission support, such as agricultural 
development, child care, community 
organization, criminal justice, drug counseling, 
economic justice, elderly care, employment 
training, homelessness, literacy, violence, and 
women’s concerns.  
 
To all at First Presbyterian, 
Thank you for your generous gift to First Chance For 
Children. During this challenging time, we are grateful 
for surprises like this that help us support local families 
when they need it most. Thank you for making a 
difference. 

Sincerely, 
Kasey, Alysia, & Kate Stull 

 “And they came to a place which was 
 named Gethsemane:  and he saith to 
 his disciples, Sit ye here while I shall 
 pray.” Mark 14:32 
 

 
Even though we are unable to gather and hear 
our wonderful First Presbyterian Church choir 
singing on Sunday mornings, I have been 
remembering hymns sung while I was growing 
up and “The Beautiful Garden of Prayer” came 
to mind and provided inspiration. During these 
summer months, we are able to explore the 
outdoors and breathe in the beauty 
surrounding us while walking, hiking, and 
observing the many Columbia gardens, parks, 
and playgrounds. 
On another front, many routine activities have 
been cancelled this Summer, such as the 
annual sixth grade Teton Science School Trips, 
Camp Mudd for children, but one bright spot 
that is currently being developed is the New 
Nature School in South Columbia. The 
Columbia Schools Connection Summer 2020 
pamphlet highlighted this future educational 
opportunity whereby 5th graders throughout 
Boone County will be immersed in 
experiential, nature-and place-based learning, 
with access to hiking and fishing through Three 
Creeks Conservation Area. As the project was 
being formulated, Mike Szdlowski, Columbia 
Public Schools science coordinator said “We’re 
going to teach the exact same standards that 
would be in any school. However, we’re going 
to teach it from a local to global lens. This 
means class content will focus first on 
Columbia and Boone County and then the 
curriculum will begin looking at a local topic, 
such as the local ecosystem, and then expand 
to national and global aspects, like ecosystems 
in other continents. What we hope the kids get 
out of this is it’s not just learning about trees. 
It’s learning about their whole place, and what 
they will leave with this, hopefully, a civic 
duty to want to make their place better. 
You’re learning about what you can do as one 
person to make it a better place.” Upon 
completion of this project, about 6,000 
students will be able to use the space in the 
first year. The project is the result of a 
partnership between Columbia Public Schools 
and the Missouri Department of Conservation, 
and gifts from the Orscheln Foundation, the 
Columbia Public Schools Foundation, and Hank 
Waters and Vicki Russell, who donated the 
land. 
Being an Earth Care Congregation, we 
welcome this addition to our community that 
reinforces the nurturing of our surroundings. 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

FPC Stewardship Sub-Committee UPDATE:  The 2021 FPC Columbia Stewardship Season is upon us! Our 
theme is "A Grateful Heart-A Generous Heart". Team members include Michelle Vahlkamp, Ginny Northcutt, 
Carolyn Johnson, Ray Turner, James Roller, Sarah Grim, Tamara Strahan, and Rev. Dr. Marvin Lindsay. Our 
time line is similar to last year's campaign but the FORMAT will be different in light of COVID-19. We will 
still "meet" with church leadership, teams, circles, UKIRK, etc. but these might be VIRTUAL in nature. We will 
still have COMMITMENT or PLEDGE Sunday in November. We will look to virtual platforms to help share 
our news and our progress on the Campaign, so we hope you will continue to look at our social media sites. 
 
We will ask that everyone prayerfully consider pledging EARLY so that the FPC Columbia Finance Team can 
prepare a final budget prior to December 31, 2020. We will also ask everyone to look into the CARES Act of 
2020 changes to charitable giving (see Stewardship Attachment, click here). These changes are for 2020 ONLY 
and may represent an opportunity for our members to not only pledge early but pay in full by 12/31/20, to take 
advantage of the 2020 CARES Act provisions for 2020 tax returns. As always, please discuss your financial 
plans with your financial advisor or accountant, but check out CARES Act of 2020 changes! 
 
FPC Stewardship is seeking members so if you have the passion and time to help us, please consider joining 
us! We will meet twice a month starting in August through December 2020, 9 AM on the first and third 
Tuesdays of the month. All meetings at this point are on ZOOM. 
 
Blessings to all and thank you for your ongoing support of FPC Columbia. 
 
The 2021 Stewardship Campaign theme has been selected! "A Grateful Heart-A Generous Heart". In 
keeping with our theme, Presbyterian Children's Homes and Services has written a report that 
exemplifies "A Grateful Heart-A Generous Heart" for the ongoing mission support by FPC and FPC 
PW. Please click here to read the PCHAS Minute for Mission Report. From the FPC Stewardship Sub-
Committee 

 
There has been an account set up at Central Bank 
in Ashland for direct donations (Lutz for Love 
account). T-shirts will also be available during the 
fundraiser. If you have silent auction items to 
donate, please call Kathy Bishop @ 573-424-4635.  
 
Meals for Tom and his four growing boys are 
needed for July. If you can help with any of these 
meals, please call Kay Metcalf @ 573-239-1870 to 
coordinate the dates and menu.  
 

 

If you’d like to provide meal gift cards for Tom & his boys, below are restaurants 
in Ashland where food can be picked up or delivered: 
 
Moser’s Deli (chicken & sides) 657-5011 
Subway 657-0268   
Pizza Haus 657-4287 
Trail Boss (BBQ) 488-0227 
McDonald’s 657-4050 
Casey’s (pizza) 657-4500 
Woody’s (various) 657-4004 
Jose Jalapenos (Mexican) 657-0092 
 
Tom Lutz 
406 Henry Clay Blvd. 
Ashland, MO 65010 

It is for FREEDOM that 

CHRIST has set us FREE. 

Galatians 5:1 

file:///C:/Users/First Presbyterian/Documents/July 2020 Epistle Headliner.GIF
file:///C:/Users/First Presbyterian/Documents/July 2020 PCHAS Minute for Stewardship Celebration Letter6.22.20.pdf
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Happy July 
Birthday to… 
 

7 Courtney 
 Clemens 
 Joyce Lake 
 Cooper Thomas 
 Brantley Turley 
8 Dodie Jones 
 Lindsay Keller 
10 Catherine Mayo 
11 Lucy Brodhacker 
 Rebecca Cramer 
 Adi Felts 
 Angie Hull 
 Isabelle Summers 
12 Nina O’Brien 
13 Jean Glauert 
14 Caitlin Himmel 
 Brenda Kinkade 
15 Keith Branson 
 Adelyn Lilien 
 Shelle Morris 
 Ann O’Brien 
18 Pat Douty 
 Allison Shipp-
 Shively 
19 Sally Sharp 
21 Stephen Erdel 
 Harlan Lynn 
 Michael McCrary 
 Terry Weston 
22 Joan Hahn 
23 Asa Talbott 
28 Kathy Lee 
29 Benjamin Calvert 
 Lois Daugherty 

 
Happy August 
Birthday to... 

 

1 Ryan Brodhacker 
 Dustin Griffith 
2 Nicole 
 Montgomery 
 Shelley Morris 
3 Zoe O’Brien 
4 Reagan Gramke 
5 Ethan Lindsay 
6 Nancy Foote 
 Myra Hancock 
 Amanda Nell 
 Rip Shively 

We were sad to hear that Charlotte O'Brien, wife of former FPC senior pastor, 
Wilkes O'Brien, passed away on Sunday, June 28. They are requesting no phone 
calls at this time, but please keep them in your prayers during this sad and 
difficult time.  Click here to read Charlotte’s obituary. 

 

We also recently learned of the death of Jerry Jones, husband of Dodie Jones and 
father of Jeff Jones on June 29. We don’t have any funeral arrangement 
information at this time. 

 

Please keep their families and friends in your thoughts and prayers. 

 The New Child, Youth, and Venerable Adults Policy has been adopted 

 by Session at its June meeting. The new edition is available on the church 

 website, in the office or you can contact Audra for a copy or to update 

 your training. 

 
Vacation Bible School was “WOW” 

13 families & 24 children  

Thank you to the volunteers who helped with packet 
prep, packet pick up, hosting the Facebook Live events 

and participating with their kids. 

 

 

 
FPC Confirmation Kick Off Event Sunday, July 19th from  

5-7pm Cosmo Park (Harris Shelter). More details to follow. 
 

 
 

Do you have any new information? 
 

Have you recently moved, changed phone numbers, or email addresses? Please let 
the office know so we can stay in communication with you. You can leave a 

voicemail or email Nancy at office@fpccolumbia.org. Thank you! 

  
Pastor Marvin will be away from July 13 through August 2 for 

vacation and continuing education. Preston Turley will preach July 
19 and 26, and Wally Landrum will preach August 2. 

The youth gathering at Cosmo Park was a success!  
We had 12 FPC youth and a friend.  The group 
played games, ate, and had fun getting together 

with each other. 

Children & Youth, be on the lookout for information about “FPC 

Art in the Park”.  This will be a fun, hands-on event, in late July 
or early August! 

 
 Do you need to celebrate a birthday or special 

 occasion? Contact: Audra – audraw@fpccolumbia.org 
 Benefits FPC Youth activities. 

 $30- for 24 hours   &    $45-for 48 hours  

https://www.gatheringus.com/memorial/charlotte-scott-wootten-o-brien/4179
mailto:audraw@fpccolumbia.org


 

 

2020-2021 Session Members 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

First Presbyterian Church  
Disciples Making a Difference 

 

Our Mission: Living our faith in Jesus Christ 
by… 

  
 
 

* Embracing all people 
      *Engaging all neighborhoods 
            * Encouraging each other 
                  * Empowering lives 

June Session Notes 
 

• Ordained and installed the 2023 Class of Elders and Deacons 
• Approved minutes of the May 21, 2020, Stated Session Meeting, and the Called 

Congregational Meeting (via Zoom) on May 31, 2020 
• Approved the Treasurer’s Report 
• The Session reviewed the membership rolls, removed some members, and 

transferred others to the inactive roll 
• Approved the revisions to the Child/Youth Vulnerable Adult Protection Policy 
• Approved the postponing of in-person worship until August 30, 2020 
• Approved replacing the flooring on the youth floor with the bid from Accent 

Flooring 

Ministry Teams Elder Liaison 

Campus Ministry Kent Hopper (hopper.kent@gmail.com) 

Children & Families Brian McCartney (bmccartney@brydonlaw.com) 
Emily Reynolds (miss.emily@gmail.com) 

Finance David Wainwright (cdavidww@gmail.com) 
Tom Smith (tsmithdds@gmail.com) 

Member Involvement Kathy Lee (thursdayschild318@gmail.com) 

Mission Elaine Blodgett (elaineblodgett@gmail.com) 

Outreach Vacant 

Personnel Ellen Dent (ellend0906@gmail.com) 

Planning, Evaluation, & Oversight Eric Cunningham (ericcunningham75@gmail.com) 

Property Allan Moore (amoore@ms-app.com) 
Linda Landry (landryl@health.missouri.edu) 

Stewardship Sub-Committee Sarah Grim (mbbpsa1000@gmail.com) 

Worship Richard Baumann (rbaumann@ccis.edu) 
Garrick West (22gw01@stu.cpsk12.org) 

Youth Burke McCray (BMcCray@cpsk12.org) 

mailto:hopper.kent@gmail.com
mailto:bmccartney@brydonlaw.com
mailto:miss.emily@gmail.com
mailto:cdavidww@gmail.com
mailto:tsmithdds@gmail.com
mailto:thursdayschild318@gmail.com
mailto:elaineblodgett@gmail.com
mailto:ellend0906@gmail.com
mailto:ericcunningham75@gmail.com
mailto:amoore@ms-app.com
mailto:landryl@health.missouri.edu
mailto:mbbpsa1000@gmail.com
mailto:rbaumann@ccis.edu
mailto:22gw01@stu.cpsk12.org
mailto:BMcCray@cpsk12.org?subject=BMcCray@cpsk12.org
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Fiscal Fitness July 2020 

What a spring we’ve had! Challenges have come from all directions and accommodations 
have been necessary for nearly every facet of our lives. 

Having to suspend in-person worship services has been a huge disappointment in many 
ways. This makes it all the more important to stay in touch with each other and maintain the 
fellowship and support that are so important in our church’s life. 

We also need to continue to support the church financially, as best as we can. Not being able to give in the 
collection plate has hurt us in this COVID-19 season, though it could have been much worse. The table below 
shows a comparison of the monthly giving for March, April, and May of this year versus last year, and the % 
change for each month in 2020. The overall reduction in giving for this period in 2020 versus last year was 
19%: 

 

 

These amounts come from: 

Pledge payments 
Non-pledged donations (from members) 
Special gifts (operating income from non-members) 

One sure way to keep financial support steady is to sign up for E-Giving. It’s safe and secure and a very easy 
process. Go to www.fpccolumbia.org to begin the process, or download the GivePlus app on your smartphone 
or tablet.   If you have any questions about e-giving, you can call Fran in the church office for assistance.  E-
Giving accounts for 25-30% of giving this year and we encourage members to consider this easy method of 
supporting the church. Many of us routinely pay bills this way, so please consider this process for your church 
contributions. 

Joe Weston 

The books on the FPC Book Cart are available for check out, just contact Audra to 
set up a time.  Here is the list of available books. 

  2020 2019 % Change 

March $42,599 $65,187 34% Decrease in 2020 

April $52,063 $49,650 4% Increase in 2020 

May $41,439 $52,522 21% Decrease in 2020 

http://www.fpccolumbia.org


 

 

 

 When our MOPS and MomsNEXT 
 groups gathered March 10, we didn’t 
 know it would be our last in-person 
 meeting of the year. But a pandemic 
 won’t stop moms from supporting 

                 moms. 
 
Over the last several months, our moms have 
continued to find ways to support each other, 
gather virtually, and celebrate milestones.  
 
The evening group held meetings through Zoom 
during the regularly scheduled meeting times to 
finish out the year. Beth Orns, a clinical 
therapist, shared advice on managing mental 
health for ourselves and our kids. April 
Rothweiler shared devotions and 
encouragement from Scripture as we navigate 
this uncertain time.  
 
The day group held Zoom playdates and stayed 
in communication through the app Marco Polo. 
We’ve had smaller groups of moms gather in 
parking lots and parks, for some socially distant 
fellowship together. 
 
We have celebrated 10 new babies since March 
and supported those moms with meal trains, 
gift cards, and even a drive-thru baby shower. 
 
We are all learning to hold our plans loosely in 
this season, but we know that our goal is always 
to make sure moms know they are loved and 
they are not alone.  
 
We are currently having moms register for MOPS 
International membership and will announce 
specifics about our local meetings for the 2020-
21 year later this summer. If you are interested 
in learning more, please email 
mopscolumbia@gmail.com  

independence day PNG Designed By thanhtrong007 from <a href="https://

pngtree.com/">Pngtree.com</a> 
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First Presbyterian Church 
16 Hitt Street 
Columbia, MO 65201 

 

 
Senior Pastor 
     Marvin Lindsay 
 

Minister of Pastoral Care and 
Nurture 
     Wally Landrum 
 

Director of Campus Ministries and 
Contemporary Worship 
     Preston Turley 
 

Director of Youth and Children’s 
Ministry 
     Audra West 
 

Financial Coordinator 
     Fran Muench 
 

Executive Administrative Assistant 
     Nancy Foote 
 

Custodian 
     Tony Hayes 
 

Assistant Custodian 
     James Scott 
 

Organist 
     Michael Bancroft 
 

Adult Choir/Handbell Director 
     Jordan Walker 
 

Pastor Emeritus   
     Richard J. Ramsey 

 Sunday Mornings at FPC:  10:00 am online at our website, YouTube, and 
our Facebook page. On-site worship has been suspended until August 30. 

  

The church office is closed through July 15 
Church phone numbers: 

  Office: (573) 442-1164           Fax: (573) 442-7161 
  

E-mail: office@fpccolumbia.org                 Web site: www.fpccolumbia.org 
 

 

   Find us on Facebook—First Presbyterian Church, UKIRK, Presbyterian 
    Women, and MOPS 

  

 The next Epistle will be available on August 6, 2020.  
If you have not given your email address to the church office, please do so 
as soon as possible to continue to receive news from FPC! 
 
To receive The Epistle and @First by email, visit our website at 
www.fpccolumbia.org.  
 
Don’t forget about the church’s online calendar at our website: 
www.fpccolumbia.org.  
 

Sunday sermons are available online.. Please visit www.fpccolumbia.org.  
 

 
         Ministers  -  All Christians 

mailto:office@fpccolumbia.org
fpccolumbia.org
fpccolumbia.org
fpccolumbia.org
fpccolumbia.org

