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Read about it TODAY! 

Greetings, fellow home-bound FPC folks!  As you 

can assume, I’m writing this note from my home.  

Most of you are probably reading it from your 

home.  You might be wearing a few new hats these 

days, parents becoming teachers, kids becoming 

cooks, pets becoming annoyed tenants who are all 

of a sudden sharing their at-home-quiet-time with a 

house full of loud people. (My dog Louie may or 

may not be exhausted by the end of each day…and 

I think it’s us who are wearing him out!)  I think it’s 

safe to say that what we all have in common at this 

time is that, despite the specifics being different, 

we’re all now largely functioning solely from 

HOME.   

There are plenty of cliché’s that surround the idea 

of home… “Home is where the heart is”, having a 

“home away from home”, or even one that has 

come out of the current COVID-19 era, “Not stuck 

at home, safe at home”.  This had me thinking about 

what we as followers of Christ should consider as 

our home.  A quick definition search for the word 

“home” produces the following: 

“the place where one lives permanently, especially 

as a member of a family or household.” 

I want to offer the idea that although our addresses 

are different, as the people of God, we all share the 

same home.  I’d invite you to turn to John 1:1-5, 

read through it a few times, and reflect.  Take note 

of verse four, that reminds us that in the Word, in 

Christ, we have “life, and that life was the light of 

all mankind.”  You see, friends, if where we ‘live 

permanently’, to borrow language from the diction-

ary definition, is our real home, as followers of 

Christ, our place of permanent life is found first, 

foremost, and only in Christ.  Jesus is our home, 

plain and simple.  And don’t miss the second half of 

the dictionary definition that reads “especially as a 

member of a family or household.”  What a beautiful 

reminder that not only is Jesus our home, but, that 

we get to share that home with one another; a family 

of God, united in the home of Christ.  Hallelujah! 

As you travel from room to room in your house over 

these next few weeks, maybe feeling a tad frustrated, 

trapped, or bored, know that your house is not your 

home.  Know that though you are separated from 

your friends, colleagues, and FPC family, we are 

still united in Him who is our true home.  May you 

remember that good news and all His blessings as 

you navigate this strange season. 

In Him who is our Home, 

Preston 

 

 

 

Palm Sunday, April 5: 
online worship will be 

uploaded to our Facebook 
page and our website 

(fpccolumbia.org) 
Sunday at 11:00 AM. 

Scripture for this Sunday: 
Matthew 21:1-11 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
April 9, Maundy Thursday Service: online 
worship will be at 7:00 pm on our website 
and uploaded to our Facebook page. 
Scripture for this service: Luke 22:7-23 

The Sacrament of the Last Supper 
By Salvador Dali 
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We received a thank you note from Services for 
Independent Living for our gift of $125 to help them 
with their mission of maximizing  independence for 
many in our community. 

 
Dear Friends at First Presbyterian Church, 
FPC has played an instrumental role in the 
success of our fundraising efforts, and we want 
to thank you again for your kindness and 
generosity in allowing us to host our annual Spay-
Ghetti Dinner at your beautiful, warm, and 
welcoming church. 
 

With our sincerest gratitude, 
Liz Burks, Board President, The Spay Neuter 
Project 

 
7th & 8th Grade Youth and Parents 

Confirmation Class  

Classes are on hold for until the 
stay-at-home order is lifted 

Lead by Wally Landrum and Audra West 

Let Audra know if you will be 
participating  audraw@fpccolumbia.org  

 

Save the Date: 
 

FPC Columbia 
Vacation Bible School 

July 20th - 24th, 2020 

“A thousand fibers 
connect us with our 
fellow man and among 
those fibers, as 
sympathetic threads, 
our actions run as 
causes, and they come 
to us as effects.” 

- Herman Melville 
 
The Outreach Team is delighted to share the 
good news that First Presbyterian Church of 
Columbia has been certified for a third time as 
an Earth Care Congregation Church for 2019.  
Presbyterian Church USA conferred the 
achievement based on an audit covering the 
worship, education, facilities, and outreach 
activities over the last year.  Recognition of 
this feat will occur once regular services 
commence. The team would like to thank all 
of the congregational members for their 
support over this last year.  We are one of nine 
Presbyterian Churches in Missouri that have 
earned this designation. 
Like so many other activities that have been 
postponed lately, “Reach Out/Pick Up” 
Sundays and the Church’s observance of Earth 
Day will be scheduled after the pandemic is 
over. 
Check out National Geographic’s 50 years of 
progress and setbacks published March 25.  It 
is the first ever flip issue. 
The City of Columbia had planned to observe 
the 50th Earth Day on Sunday, April 26th but 
due to COVID-19 a virtual photo art show of 
Earth can be viewed on Wednesday, April 22, 
accessed on the Earth Day Event Facebook 
page. 
The Outreach Team thought these pictures of 
the Logan, UT, First Presbyterian Church’s 
Peace Garden, would provide a calming 
moment of reflection on the world’s state of 
affairs.  Please note the plaque’s message: 

mailto:audraw@fpccolumbia.org


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Reception to welcome Audra West as our new Director of Youth & Children’s Ministry 
March 8, 2020 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hello wonderful FPC church family.  First, let me say that I am happy to be on our staff during 
this time.  Even though I don’t yet know what a “normal” day or week looks like around the First 
Presbyterian Church office, I can say that I am staying busy.  I am working to create resources 
for you and your family to use in order to help strengthen your faith and stay connected to each 
other.  Please don’t hesitate to reach out to me with questions or ideas.  I will continue looking 
through resources and sending out information that I think you would find helpful. 
When we are able to go back to corporate worship and “in person” events we will be ready to 
have Sunday School, Confirmation Classes, Youth Group, and Youth Trivia Night. 

Audra West 
 Director of Youth and Children’s Ministries 

The West Family 
Garrick, Audra, & Jason 

Help provide a meal to those who are hungry in 
our community: 

Prepare food and serve at Loaves & Fishes 

 

Once a month, a group from FPC meets at Wilkes 
Blvd. Methodist Church to serve food to Columbia 
residents who are hungry.  YOU can put your faith 
into action and share God’s love with those in 
need by providing the poster requested item each 
month and/or volunteering to serve! To sign up, 
visit our website, www.fpccolumbia.org. 
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Happy April 
Birthday to… 
 
8 Jeff Jones 
9 Beth Dessem 
 Mary McCoy 
10 Anne 
 Edgington 
12 Marilyn 
 Voegele 
14 Megan 
 Ramsey 
15 Bob Appuhn 
 Katie Griffith 
16 Jeanne Brixey 
 Ron Faerber 
 John Pekkala 
18 Caroline 
 Eastman 
 Ellie Eastman 
 Luke Eastman 
 Wilson 
 Eastman 
19 Laveta 
 Anderson 
20 Penny Smith 
 Kelli Thomas 
21 Stacy McCrary 
22 Susan Faerber 
23 Rebekah 
 Masthay 
25 Lindsay 
 Andrews 
 Clay Weston 
26 Sharen 
 Garrett 
27 John Rhoades 
 Stacy 
 Summers 
28 Laura Erdel 
 Frankye 
 Mehrle 
30 Shawnna 
 Matteson 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy May 
Birthday to… 
 
4 Walter Peters 
6 Abigail Dowling 
 Alex Jones 
7 Gretchen 
 Gerhardt 
 Emily Murray 
 Mark Murray 
 Nancy Ramsey 
8 Shannon 
 Brodhacker 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Presbyterian Women 
Go to https://www.presbyterianwomen.org/subscribe/ to start your 
subscription and you get the Bible study for next year. As a Horizons 
subscriber, you will receive a copy of the 2020-2021 PW/Horizons Bible study. 
(Subscribe by April 1 to receive the current year’s study). You can also sign 
up to receive emails about new Bible study products and resources. To 
subscribe to these messages (and PW emails in general), email 
patricia.longfellow@pcusa.org with the subject line “add to email list.” 

Save The Date! 

Haseman Lectures, November 14-15, 2020 

 

Our 2020 Haseman Lecturer will be Dr. Rodger 

Nishioka, the director of Adult Educational 

Ministries at Village Presbyterian Church since 

March of 2016. He is one of the most sought-after 

and inspiring preachers in the Presbyterian Church 

(U.S.A.). Prior to coming to Village, Rodger taught 

at Columbia Theological Seminary in Atlanta for 15 

years. In that ministry, he taught pastors to be 

teachers and leaders in the church’s educational 

ministry, specializing in particular on youth and 

young adult ministry. 

Music Makers Spotlight—Deb Olson 

Music has always been a big part of my life from singing in the 

Cherub choir at church from the age of 6, and through high 

school and college choirs.  I even taught a year of elementary 

music.  On the first day I visited First Presbyterian, I heard the 

choir sing and knew this was the place for me.  From The 

Offering musicians, choir, children’s programs, and bells, I 

have enjoyed the music of the church.  I continue to sing in the 

choir and have added bells to my love of music at First 

Presbyterian Church.  We have wonderful music leaders in 

Jordan and Preston who challenge and encourage us and add 

to the spiritual atmosphere of the church.  

https://www.presbyterianwomen.org/subscribe/


 

 

2019-2020 Session Members 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

First Presbyterian Church  
Disciples Making a Difference 

Our Mission: Living our faith in Jesus Christ 

by… 

  

* Embracing all people 

      *Engaging all neighborhoods 

            * Encouraging each other 

                  * Empowering lives 

Ministry Teams Elder Liaisons 
  

Campus Ministry Kevin O’Brien (kobrienesq@gmail.com) 
Children and Families Brian McCartney (bmccartney@brydonlaw.com ) 

Finance Adam Dowling (adowling@engandwoods.com) 
David Wainwright (cdavidww@gmail.com) 

Member Involvement Kathy Lee (thursdayschild318@gmail.com) 

Mission Dale Metcalf (dmetcalf@houseofbrokers.com) 

Outreach Beth Boyce (eboyce4644@gmail.com) 
Personnel Ellen Dent (ellend0906@gmail.com) 

Kent Hopper (hopper.kent@gmail.com) 
Planning, Evaluation, Oversight Jim Lynn (jimlynnjr@gmail.com) 

Property Allan Moore (amoore@ms-app.com)  
Linda Landry (landryl@health.missouri.edu) 

Worship Richard Baumann (rbaumann@ccis.edu) 

Youth Burke McCray (BMcCray@cpsk12.org ) 
  

 

The Session met Thursday, March 19. The moderator and two elders met in the large conference 
room, while other elders joined via the Zoom video conferencing platform. Actions the Session 
took include the following: 

• In-person worship was suspended pending further guidance from the CDC on the safety of 
gatherings of 50 or more. 

• Observance of the Sacrament of Holy Communion in April and May, 2020 was cancelled due 
to the Coronavirus outbreak. 

• The UKirk mission project for the fall of 2020, the Marion Medical Mission, was approved. 

• By a 10-3 vote, the Session amended the 2020 budget with the following four changes:       
1.) Budgeted six months of salary for a new Associate Pastor, beginning in July, 2020;        
2.) Budgeted a 3% increase in staff salaries; 3.) Added an additional $21,580.00 in pledge 
Income from the appeal at the Annual Congregational Meeting; and 4.) Reduce estimated 
Investment Income from $20,000 to $5,000.  

• The Session allocated $28,000 from the Landmark stock sale to cover the 2020 operating 
budget deficit; earmarked $160,000 (3 to 6 months operating expenses) to ensure that we can 
cover ongoing operating expenses; and earmarked the remaining $241,016 for Pipe Organ 
repairs (est.$180,000) and potential HVAC repairs (est. $450,000). Due to the turbulent stock 
market, the stock sale proceeds will remain in the Money Market account and not be invested 
in the stock or bond market at this time. 

• Some other action items related to worship were tabled until next month due to uncertainties 
surrounding the duration of the pandemic. 

One Great Hour of Sharing 

How this offering is distributed: 

 * 36% goes to Presbyterian Hunger 
   Program 
 
 * 32% goes to Presbyterian Disaster 
   Assistance 
 
 * 32% goes to Self-Development of    
   People 
 

mailto:bmccartney@brydonlaw.com
mailto:adowling@engandwoods.com
mailto:cdavidww@gmail.com
mailto:amoore@ms-app.com
mailto:BMcCray@cpsk12.org
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Board of Deacons News 

 

They left and found things just as Jesus has told 

them. Luke 22:13 

In Luke’s description of the passion week, on two 

occasions Jesus sent his disciples on errands to get 

things ready for a significant event. Initially, for 

the Palm Sunday entrance He sends the disciples 

to get the colt he will ride on.  Later for their 

Passover feast he sends them to get the room 

ready. In both instances the disciples found 

everything prepared as Jesus had indicated. 

In these current difficult times leading up to 

Easter, we can also find comfort and reassurance 

that indeed our LORD has made preparations for 

us as well. 

He has provided ways for us to share worship 

“virtually” and for many of us to still “see” our 

friends and family on the screens. 

He has provided expert training to the medical 

teams working with loved ones.  He has also made 

using infection control clothing commonplace and 

has provided advanced medical technology for 

their use. 

He has provided us with a good health care system.  

He has provided us low-cost drugs to help that we 

can purchase at the grocery stores to help with 

mild symptoms. 

He has shown us that each of us can act for a 

greater good beyond ourselves. 

He has provided warmer weather in which we’re 

able to get fresh air and see the beauty of spring 

unfolding.  

He has provided his promise that He will always be 

with us and as the One who breathes heavenly 

hope into our hearts, He will not abandon us. He 

loves us too much! 

Your Deacons are available to assist you. Please let 
us know if we can be of help. Cindy Brodhacker 
573-489-8682 and Mary Hoskins 573-445-6512 

 
 

Gifts & Memorials 
 
 
 
 

 

In today’s challenging times, you may be 
considering an immediate gift to help those in 
our local community plus plans for a legacy gift 
to the church.  One legacy giving opportunity to 
consider is the FPC Capital Improvements 
Endowment Fund.  As an endowment, this fund 
is perpetual.  Each year, five percent (5%) of the 
fair market value of the fund’s assets are 
transferred to the FPC Property Fund.  Requests 
for disbursements from the Property Fund are 
submitted to the Gifts & Memorials Committee 
for review.  These disbursements may only be 
used for improvements to the land, the church 
building, or any of its improvements having a 
minimum cost of $2,000.  No money in either 
the Capital Improvements Endowment Fund or 
in the Property Fund may be used for 
operational expenses of the Church. The Gifts & 
Memorials Committee makes disbursement 
recommendations to the FPC Finance Team and 
Session for their final approval.  

 

We are indebted to those who made the initial 
gifts and had the foresight to create these 
companion funds to help FPC fulfill its facility 
dreams for today and tomorrow. We are grateful 
to the many who have generously given to the 
funds over the years.  Any member of the Gifts 
& Memorials Committee (Janet Brandt, Melissa 
Buchanan, Ellen Dent, Dr. Marvin Lindsay, 
David Wainwright, and Joe Weston) would be 
happy to address your questions about making a 
current or future gift to either of these funds. 

FPC Deacons 



 

 

April Fiscal Fitness 
 
As most of you know, our church was the beneficiary of a generous stock gift many years 
ago.  The stock was in Landrum Company, parent company of Landmark Bank.  We have 
been holding on to the stock for a long time, and it steadily appreciated over the years.   
Recently, Landmark Bank was acquired by Simmons First National Corp.  After that 
transaction was completed, we sold our shares in Simmons, which netted the church 
$429,016.  These funds are being held in our Fidelity money market fund. 
 

At the recommendation of the Finance Ministry Team, the Session approved a plan for those proceeds as 
follows:  1) Allocate $28,000 into the general fund to cover the 2020 Operating Budget deficit; 2) Earmark 
$160,000 to cover ongoing operating expenses (think of this as a cash reserve to ensure that we can pay our 
bills and make payroll if we incur adverse financial conditions); 3) Earmark the remaining $241,016 for major 
repairs that could be on the horizon.   We have been given estimates of $173,000 to repair our pipe organ and a 
potential cost of $428,000 to replace our Sanctuary HVAC system.  
 
Please notice the difference in verbiage between “Allocate” and “Earmark” in the three parts of the plan.  The 
first one, “Allocate”, must be accomplished to meet the 2020 Operating Budget.   The next two, “Earmarks”, 
are our intentions. They can be redirected at the Session’s discretion. 
 
We do have some funds set aside to cover #2 and #3 above, but not as much as we would like.   As with all 
household budgets, we would like to have three to six months of expenses set aside in unrestricted operating 
cash.   Our operating expense budget is approximately $70,000 per month.   At the end of February, we had 
$144,492 in unrestricted operating cash, which is only two months of operating expenses in reserve.   Now, 
with the $160,000 allocation above, we will have just over four months expenses set aside.  In the current 
financial climate, we feel it is prudent to increase our operating cash reserves so to assure continuity in our 
ministry programs. 
 
Additionally, we have restricted funds set aside for the two large potential repairs.  The remaining Capital 
Campaign funds of $164,073 are set aside for the HVAC repairs/replacement.  We also have a restricted fund 
set aside for the organ repairs in the amount of $12,684.  However, even with the newly earmarked proceeds for 
major repairs, we are still over $180,000 short of the cost of these two large repairs/replacement. 
 
These actions are especially critical now with the worldwide Coronavirus pandemic. Due to large market 
declines, our investment income is suffering losses just as other organizations and individuals.  We are starting 
to see a decline in parking lot income as students have gone home and businesses have closed.  And our pledge 
giving is down slightly as many of you are starting the transition to e-giving or mailing your gifts to the church. 
 
We will definitely have our challenges in 2020.  We are extremely blessed to be the beneficiary of this 
wonderful stock gift and the faithful support of our loyal members.  Thank you for your continued prayers and 
support for our church as we endure these challenging times! 
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First Presbyterian Church 
16 Hitt Street 
Columbia, MO 65201 

 

 
Senior Pastor 
     Marvin Lindsay 
 

Minister of Pastoral Care and 
Nurture 
     Wally Landrum 
 

Director of Campus Ministries and 
Contemporary Worship 
     Preston Turley 
 

Director of Youth and Children’s 
Ministry 
     Audra West 
 

Financial Coordinator 
     Fran Muench 
 

Executive Administrative Assistant 
     Nancy Foote 
 

Custodian 
     Tony Hayes 
 

Assistant Custodian 
     James Scott 
 

Organist 
     Michael Bancroft 
 

Adult Choir/Handbell Director 
     Jordan Walker 
 

Pastor Emeritus   
     Richard J. Ramsey 

 Sunday Mornings at FPC:  11:00 am online at our website and on our 
Facebook page until the stay-at-home order is lifted 

  

Church office hours: Closed until Columbia’s stay-at-home order is lifted 

Church phone numbers: 
  Office: (573) 442-1164           Fax: (573) 442-7161 

  

E-mail: office@fpccolumbia.org                 Web site: www.fpccolumbia.org 
 

 

   Find us on Facebook—First Presbyterian Church, UKIRK, 
                                           Presbyterian Women, and MOPS 
  

 The next Epistle will be available on April 2, 2019.  
If you have not given your email address to the church office, please do so 
as soon as possible to continue to receive news from FPC! 
 
To receive The Epistle and @First by email, visit our website at 
www.fpccolumbia.org.  
 
Don’t forget about the church’s online calendar at our website: 
www.fpccolumbia.org.  
 

Sunday sermons are available online.. Please visit www.fpccolumbia.org.  
 

 
         Ministers  -  All Christians 

mailto:office@fpccolumbia.org
fpccolumbia.org
fpccolumbia.org
fpccolumbia.org
fpccolumbia.org

