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In this issue  

 
 

~  Worship with us this 
     summer! 

 
 

~  Updated COVID-19 
     Procedures 
 

 

~  Kroth Scholarship 

    recipient, Zoë O’Brien! 

 

… and much, much more. 

 

Read about it TODAY! 

“I Love You So Wonderful” 

 

Did you know that you are loved?  It can be easy to 
know we are loved at times.  When friends sacrifice 
time and resources to help us when we’re down; 
when a spouse or friend gives us a gift for no rea-
son; when we are walking through seasons of peace 
with God, sensing how much He loves us when we 
are able to enjoy the beauty of his creation and crea-
tivity, hearing a beautiful song, or seeing a rose 
bush in bloom. 

 

It can also be difficult to remember we are loved.  
When friends let us down and leave us hanging; 
when spouses or friends do or say things that hurt 
our hearts; when we see how our fellow humans 
treat God’s creation and ignore and take for granted 
His creativity.  This past year has maybe even left 
some of us feeling like we’ve been forgotten by 
God, and therefore by default, that His love has 
been absent. 

 

Whether you read your own story into the first para-
graph of this message or the second, listen, trust, 
and believe this:  You are loved by God at all 
times, in all seasons, and that love knows no end.  
When I start to lose sight of that truth, I find it help-
ful to return to Romans 8:31-39 and read the words 
that hold the power to sustain all people in all 
things.  What sticks out to me today as I read these 
words is the second part of verse 38.  The New Liv-
ing Translation states it like this, in regard to noth-
ing being able to separate us from the love of God: 
“neither our fears for today nor our worries about 
tomorrow”.  Child of God, are you afraid today?  
Remember that God still loves you.  Beloved, are 
you worried about tomorrow, next week, next year, 
or just getting through the next hour?  Remember 
God still loves you.   

 

I want to close with a story that touched my heart 
deeply this week.  Our two-year-old is like most 
two-year-olds, in that he tries our patience, some-
times, on a minute-by-minute basis.  At other times, 
he warms our hearts to the point of uncontrollable 
eye-moisture.  The latter happened the other day in 
the car as he was babbling on and on.  He said to 

my wife and I (addressing us both individually) “I 
love you so wonderful”.  The words instantly melted 
my heart and stuck with me.  The adorability factor 
of his incorrect grammar not only sky-rocketed off 
of the cuteness chart, it also resonated with me that 
God’s love is like this.  God “loves us so wonder-
ful”, friends.  His love is not just an intellectual un-
derstanding, it is a colorful, dynamic, radical reality.  
Its truth is bursting with wonder; thus, it is WON-
DERFUL.  “I love you so wonderful” says God each 
time you are afraid.  “I love you so wonderful” says 
God each time the worry of tomorrow has you para-
lyzed.  “I love you so wonderful” says God each 
time you experience joy, beauty, forgiveness, grace, 
and hope.   

 

We here at FPC are poised and ready to see what 
God’s love has in store for all of us as we move into 
the next season of mission and ministry.  As we re-
turn to more in-person community, we cannot wait 
to enjoy God’s wonderful love together, friends.  
May the truth and reality of His love sustain you 
now and always, 
 

Preston 
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Dear FPC, 
Thank you so much for letting us use your beautiful sanctuary 
for our concerto competition. Everything was absolutely 
wonderful! I would also like to let you know that you can hear 
the winner, 17-year-old cellist Bethany Bobbs, at our concert 
on June 13th!  Ashley Pribyl, Director of Education & 
Outreach, The Missouri Symphony 

 

 

Our Pentecost offering local recipient was: 
Dream Tree Academy 

Over $380 has been raised for this worthy 
local organization. 

It isn’t too late to donate, just make out your check to 
FPC and note “Pentecost Offering” in the memo line. 

 
 

FPC Youth Carwash 
benefitting 

Unchained Melodies 
Saturday, July 10th 

9:00-noon 

 
 

 
Vacation Bible School 

July 26-30, 9:00-11:30 am 
Registration Website 

https://vbspro.events/p/350dba 

 

Registration deadline is June 30, 2021 

UPDATED COVID-19 PROCEDURES AND 
NEW WORSHIP VENUE 

 

Starting Sunday, June 6, our contemporary 
worship service, The Offering, returns to the 
Ramsey Center at 9:30 AM. Traditional worship 
will be held in the sanctuary at 11:00 AM. Please 
wear a mask and observe social distancing when 
attending worship services. Our Early Childhood 
Center will be open to provide childcare 
during both services. Registering for worship is no 
longer necessary, and there are no COVID-related 
occupancy limits for either service. For non-
worship events at the church, participants may 
remove masks by mutual agreement. Both worship 
services will be streamed on our YouTube 
channel, www.youtube.com/fpccolumbia. Join us, 
either in-person or online! 

https://vbspro.events/p/350dba
http://www.youtube.com/fpccolumbia


 

 

This summer Pastor Jon and I are going to preach through the Old Testament books of First and Second 
Samuel and into First Kings. These books tell the story of how Israelite people were transformed from a chaotic 
confederation of tribes into a powerful and oppressive Near Eastern kingdom. We’ll meet some of the most 
compelling characters in all of scripture. Major characters include the mad King Saul and a handsome and 
talented boy named David who takes Saul’s place on the throne. Even the minor characters, like David’s 
ruthless hatchet man Joab, David’s rebellious and tragic son Absalom, and the oafish bully Goliath, are 
fascinating. Along the way we will see God’s purposes worked out in the rise and fall of dynasties and in 
household strife. 

 

 

 So, worship with us this summer! These stories are so good, they practically preach good sermons all by 
themselves. If you go on vacation, worship with us online at www.youtube.com/fpccolumbia. We won’t preach 
every good story from 1 and 2 Samuel, so read what happens in between during the week. You won’t find a 
better page-tuner this summer than these Old Testament books. 

Marvin 

June 6 The Israelites demand that the prophet Samuel appoint them a king. 

June 13 The Lord sends Samuel on a secret mission to select a new king. 

June 20 David slays Goliath with a sling and a stone. 

June 27 David mourns the death of King Saul and Saul’s son, Jonathan. 

July 4 David is crowned King of Israel 

July 11 King David does a liturgical dance. 

July 18 God makes a covenant with David. 

July 25 David’s adulterous affair with Bathsheba. 

August 1 The prophet Nathan confronts the King. 

August 8 Absalom’s rebellion against David. 

August 15 Solomon succeeds David as King of Israel. 

Do you need to celebrate? The flamingos are willing to help. 
All proceeds benefit the FPC youth group.   

$30 – 24 hours $45- 48 hours.

 
Do you have a new address, phone 

number, or email address? Please let 
the church office know so we can 

continue to communicate with you! 

 

Look what’s 
blooming at FPC! 

http://www.youtube.com/fpccolumbia
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Happy June 
Birthday to… 
 
8 Kelsey Mayfield 
9 Adelaide 
 Reynolds 
11 Shannon 
 Brodhacker 
12 Richard Douty 
 Kathie Jackson 
 Gerri Kaufman 
 Lynne 
 Schwartze 
13 Ben Hanney 
14 Martha Hallsted 
 Jim Lynn 
 Jordan Walker 
15 Midge Pinkerton 
16 Katie Hanney 
17 Jason Gatz 
 Oliver Reynolds 
18 Leni Brodhacker 
 Andrew Kinkade 
 Oliver Matteson 
19 Fran Beach 
 Tessa Hulen 
 Bonnie Prather 
20 Kathryn Adams 
 Dorothy 
 Anderson 
 Donna Bell 
21 Kirsten Colston 
 Diane Johnson 
 Audra West 
24 Chris Claunch 
 Francis Wambua 
26 Ginger Gillmore 
27 Harrison 
 McCrary 
 Dave Zanone 
28 Brooklyn 
 Mawhinney 
29 Ellen Dent 
 Ken Hammond 
 Bob Hull 
 Steven Keller 
 
 
 

 

 Happy July 
Birthday to... 
 
1 Kevin O’Brien 
2 Richard 
 Baumann 
 Linda McCray 
 Emily Reynolds 

 

Celebrating 40 years with Michael Bancroft! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Donors to the Organ Repair/Restoration Fund in Honor of 
Michael Bancroft’s 40th Anniversary as FPC’s organist: 

 

  Bob & Jan Appuhn   Pat Fox 
  Tom & Donna Bell   Ginger Gillmore 
  Richard Baumann   Nancy Graham 
  Lynnanne Baumgardner  Tom & Kathie Jackson 
  Chris & Ann Bouchard  Brian & Brenda Kinkade 
  Beth Boyce    Harlan & Karen Lynn 
  Janet Brandt    Allan & Kim Moore 
  Chancel Choir    Gene & Viola Powell 
  Carla Conley    Megan Ramsey 

 

$1,120 was raised in Michael’s honor! 

Dear Friends,  
 

Thanks to the Session and those who spoke during the recognition of my 
fortieth anniversary as organist.  Thanks, too, for the beautiful flowers and 
the choir's gift of a print of the schematic of a nineteenth century cabinet 
pipe organ.  Playing the Middlebush Organ still brings joy, but even more 
has been the love and support of three pastors, several associate pastors, 
four choir directors, the many singers in the choir, and the countless 
number of folks in the pews who have expressed appreciation for my 
efforts.  One friend wrote that music is the wrapping on our 
worship.  What an apt image of what I have tried to do.  Thanks be to God 
for the opportunity to use what musical gifts I have at First Presbyterian. 

Michael Bancroft    

Michael playing piano 

for the Choral Anthem 

on May 16 (L)  

 

Richard Baumann 

speaking on behalf of 

the Session (R) 

 

Betsy Garrett presenting 

Michael with a gift from 

the choir (L) 

 

Michael playing the 

Middlebush Organ in 

the choir loft (R) 

 

 

A standing ovation for 

Michael at the end of 

the service! 

 

 

Photos by 
Bobb Swanson 



 

 

SPIRITUAL BLESSINGS IN MAY 

“In Christ we, though many, form one body, and each 
member belongs to all the others.” 

Romans 12:5 (NIV) 
 
During the month of May we were blessed with five 
Sundays---days of worship which made manifest the 
diversity of the body of Christ.  May 2nd was “UKIRK 
Sunday”, led by Preston and his university students in 
praise and preaching the Word.  We will continue to 
pray for Preston and his family as he follows the 
Spirit’s direction in pursuing theological studies at a 
seminary in California.  “Gifts of Presbyterian Women 
Sunday” was a special service to celebrate Mother’s 
Day on the 9th.  On the third Sunday of May the con-
gregation celebrated the fortieth anniversary of Mi-
chael Bancroft as FPC organist.  His dedication and 
diligence in praising our God through music each Sun-
day was acknowledged through a card shower, a gift 
from the Adult Choir, and monetary gifts toward the 
mighty Middlebush Organ Restoration Fund.  
 
“Pentecost Sunday” was another special day when four 
graduating seniors from high school, college and uni-
versity were congratulated on their achievements.  Ms. 
Zoë O’Brien, graduate of Hickman High School, gave 
her inspiring sermon entitled, ‘Rilke, Mr. Rogers, and 
Hope for the Future’.  We were all moved by the pres-
ence of the Holy Spirit on this special Sunday in the 
liturgical year and by the spiritual maturation Zoë has 
received from her parents and her church family.  
Thanks be to God!   
 
“Trinity Sunday”, the fifth Sunday of May, marked the 
conclusion of the outdoor ‘Shoebox’ Church at 9:30 
a.m.  As a transitional experience toward re-entry, it 
has served its purpose indeed.  ‘Thank You’ to all cler-
gy, musicians and greeters who made this worship ser-
vice possible and a blessing for many.  The Traditional 
Worship Service was blessed by a guest a cappella 
choir, VOX NOVA, a member of which is our own 
choir director, Jordan Walker.  The closing Hymn, 
“Holy, Holy, Holy” with fourth verse descant was the 
perfect musical tribute to The Three-in-One. 
 
To be sure, the worship services in May afforded many 
spiritual blessings via intergenerational participation of 
UKIRK students, Presbyterian women, Youth, organ 
music and special guest choir. 
 
On behalf of the Worship Ministry Team, I express our 
gratitude to all and praise of God. 
 

Richard G. Baumann, Elder 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Loaves & Fishes 
The fourth Thursday of each month, volunteers & 

friends from FPC gather at Wilkes Blvd. Methodist 
Church to serve a hot meal to those in need. We 

serve 100-120 people! Can you help? Below is the 
link to Sign-Up Genius to volunteer, donate money 
towards the meat, as well as other food donations. 
Please have donations to FPC the Monday prior to 
the fourth Thursday each month, so our volunteers 

can pre-assemble as much as possible. 
Thank you! 

https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/805054BA4AD2CA64-2019  

Beginning this Sunday, June 6, 
2021 our Early Childhood Center is 
open for ages 0 - 5 years old, for 
both Sunday services. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/805054ba4ad2ca64-ushersgreeters
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/805054ba4ad2ca64-ushersgreeters
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/805054ba4ad2ca64-ushersgreeters
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/805054BA4AD2CA64-2019%209
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/805054BA4AD2CA64-2019%209
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“And they came to a place which was named 

Gethsemane:  and he saith to his disciples, Sit ye here, 

while I shall pray.”  Mark 14:32 

 

On Thursday, May 27th the headline in the Wall Street 

Journal was “Oil Giants are Dealt Major Defeats on 

Climate-Change as Pressures Intensify.”  Bill 

McKibben, climate expert and one of the founders of 

350.org explained that Exxon, Shell, and Chevon were 

all hit with judgments and votes to change their course 

as to climate. 

Signs of a decade battering away by activists is finally 

taking a real toll.  A week ago, the International 

Agency said fossil fuels need to stop expanding.  This 

was the agency set up by Henry Kissinger in 1974 to 

be a club for oil consumers.  The mathematics of 

climate change are inexorable, and we have to take 

action like the Dutch courts who ordered Shell to cut 

carbon emission 45% by 2030. 

Ten years ago, Exxon was the biggest company on the 

earth. That is when Naomi Klein and Bill McKibben 

launched the fossil fuel divestment movement that has 

grown into the biggest anti-corporate campaign ever.  

We are now about to have $15 trillion diverted in 

endowments and portfolios. We have also helped bring 

many people to an understanding that these companies 

can’t go on constantly expanding.  They are less 

powerful on Capitol Hill lobbying and in state 

legislatures when it comes to exerting their dominance. 

 Once that weakening begins, then the momentum 

hopefully grows.  Now our problem is we need to go 

very fast.  We are behind the curve while the sea ice in 

the Artic is melting. 

There are no guarantees anywhere.  It just shows 
people need to keep fighting very hard. 

Gifts & Memorials 

 
 

Please join us in congratulating 

Zoë O’Brien!   

 

 Zoë graduated from David 

 Hickman High School in May, 

 and is a recipient of a Kroth 

 Scholarship from FPC.  Many of 

 us at FPC have seen Zoë 

 participate in church activities 

including Sunday School, plays, and Youth trips.  We 

have all benefitted from her contributions to FPC 

including: her dedicated work as one of our sound 

technicians, service on the search committee resulting 

in the recent hiring of Jon Reinink as our Associate 

Pastor, and most recently, from her leadership to 

secure food and monetary donations for the Food Bank 

as part of her Community Service Project. 

 

On Youth Sunday, May 23, we listened in awe as Zoë 

shared a powerful message about the drama of 

Pentecost and the reality of Ordinary Times.  She 

assured us that while bad things happen, there are 

people who love us and God loves us.  She encouraged 

us to do our best despite the struggle.  Zoë highlighted 

the point of Pentecost is that we are not alone, by 

reminding us that God walks with us. 

 

Please keep Zoë in your prayers as she begins life as a 
college student - let her know that she, too, is not 

alone.  The Kroth Scholarship will help provide 
financial support to Zoë’s academic career.  Thank you 
for you past and future gifts to the Earl and Ruth Kroth 

Scholarship Fund so we can continue to provide 
meaningful scholarships to our youth. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.aboutamazon.com/news/community/how-to-sign
-up-for-amazonsmile 

https://www.aboutamazon.com/news/community/how-to-sign-up-for-amazonsmile
https://www.aboutamazon.com/news/community/how-to-sign-up-for-amazonsmile


 

 

2021-2022 Session Members  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Thank you to the outgoing Elders and Deacons, and 

Welcome to the incoming Elders and Deacons! 
 

May 20, 2021 Session Meeting Notes 
 

• Approved the minutes of the April 15, 2021 Stated Session Meeting. 
• Approved the April, 2021 Treasurer’s Report. 
• Tabled the motion to approve the reopening plan for FPC until a Called Session Meeting. 
• Approved the Rotary request to use FPC. 
• Approved the motion to adopt the statement on diversity and inclusion as amended: 

changing the word “governance” to “leadership” and “worldly condition” to “economic 
status”. 

• Approved Baptism of Cohen Downes, son of Conner and Emily Downes for May 30, 2021. 
• Endorsed MUP Peacemaking and Public Witness Committee. 
• Approved “FOLLOW ME” curriculum for 2021-22 programming year. 
• Approved a youth carwash benefiting Unchained Melodies for July 10, 2021 from 9am-

12pm. 

First Presbyterian Church  
Disciples Making a Difference 

 

Our Mission: Living our faith in Jesus Christ 
by… 

 
 

* Embracing all people 

      *Engaging all neighborhoods 

            * Encouraging each other 

                  * Empowering lives 

Class of 2022 Class of 2023 Class of 2024 

Richard Baumann 
(rbaumann@ccis.edu) 

Elaine Blodgett 
(elaineblodgett@gmail.com) 

Scott Buchanan 
(scottycorn@gmail.com) 

Kent Hopper 
(hopper.kent@gmail.com) 

Eric Cunningham 
(ericcunningham75@gmail.com) 

Betty Cramer 
(kcramer924@gmail.com) 

Linda Landry 
(landryl@health.missouri.edu) 

Sarah Grim 
(mbbpsa1000@gmail.com) 

Sharen Garrett 
(sgar758224@aol.com) 

Kathy Lee 
(thursdayschild318@gmail.com) 

Emily Reynolds 
(miss.emily@gmail.com) 

Allison McGough 
(amcgough.tx@gmail.com) 

David Wainwright 
(cdavidww@gmail.com) 

Tom Smith 
(tsmithdds@gmail.com) 

Bobb Swanson 
(swansonbobb33@gmail.com) 

Garrick West (youth) 
(22gw01@stu.cpsk12.org) 

  

mailto:rbaumann@ccis.edu
mailto:elaineblodgett@gmail.com
mailto:scottycorn@gmail.com
mailto:hopper.kent@gmail.com
mailto:ericcunningham75@gmail.com
mailto:kcramer924@gmail.com
mailto:landryl@health.missouri.edu
mailto:mbbpsa1000@gmail.com
mailto:sgar758224@aol.com
mailto:thursdayschild318@gmail.com
mailto:miss.emily@gmail.com
mailto:amcgough.tx@gmail.com
mailto:cdavidww@gmail.com
mailto:tsmithdds@gmail.com
mailto:swansonbobb33@gmail.com
mailto:22gw01@stu.cpsk12.org
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First Presbyterian Church 
16 Hitt Street 
Columbia, MO 65201 

 

 
Senior Pastor 
     Marvin Lindsay 

 

Associate Pastor 
     Jon Reinink 

 

Director of Campus Ministries 
and Contemporary Worship 
     Preston Turley 

 

Director of Youth and Children’s 
Ministry 
     Audra West 

 

Financial Coordinator 
     Fran Muench 

 

Executive Administrative 
Assistant 
     Nancy Foote 

 

Custodian 
     Tony Hayes 

 

Assistant Custodian 
     James Scott 

 

Organist 
     Michael Bancroft 

 

Adult Choir/Handbell Director 
     Jordan Walker 
 
Pastor Emeritus   
     Richard J. Ramsey 

 Sunday Mornings at FPC:  The Offering, 9:30 AM & Traditional Worship 
Service, 11:00 AM. For our live-streamed services, Go to https://

www.youtube.com/fpccolumbia .  

  

Church office hours: M-F, 9:00 am-4:30 pm 

Church phone numbers: 
  Office: (573) 442-1164           Fax: (573) 442-7161 

  

E-mail: office@fpccolumbia.org               Web site: www.fpccolumbia.org 

 

Find our groups on Facebook—First Presbyterian Church, UKIRK, 
Presbyterian Women, First Presbyterian Columbia Youth, FPC Columbia 
Missouri Children & Families, and MOPS 

  

The next Epistle will be available on July 2, 2021.  
If you have not given your email address to the church office, please do so 
as soon as possible to continue to receive news from FPC! 

 

To receive The Epistle and @First by email, visit our website: 
www.fpccolumbia.org.  

 

Don’t forget about the church’s online calendar at our website: 
www.fpccolumbia.org.  

 

Sunday sermons are available online.. Please visit www.fpccolumbia.org.  

 
         Ministers  -  All Christians 

https://www.youtube.com/fpccolumbia
https://www.youtube.com/fpccolumbia
mailto:office@fpccolumbia.org
fpccolumbia.org
fpccolumbia.org
fpccolumbia.org
fpccolumbia.org

