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~  Peace & Global Witness 
    Offering  

  
 

~  A Grateful Heart, 
    A Generous Heart 

 
 

~  Loaves & Fishes needs 
    hamburger 

 

… and much, much more. 

 

Read about it TODAY! 

Hi, friends!  It’s that time of year again when all of a 
sudden the line at Starbucks is twice as long, every-
where you look there are swarms of young people 
crossing the street in front of you, and campus is 
(sigh) closed and you have to drive ALL THE WAY 
DOWN UNIVERSITY AVE JUST TO GET TO 
COLLEGE AVE. JUST TO GET HOME.  Sorry, I 
was yell-typing for a moment, I’m all better now. 
  

All of this must mean the students are baaaack!  As 
our campus minister, this is go-time for me and my 
leadership team.  It’s time to meet new students, catch 
up with returning ones, and walk alongside all of them 
through another semester of balancing school, work, 
relationships, faith, and LIFE.  I’m so grateful to work 
for a congregation that not only continues to work 
towards achieving an identity as a truly collegiate 
church, but, also that I don’t have to do it alone.  In 
addition to our campus ministry team at FPC, I have a 
dedicated group of student leaders that for the past 
several semesters have been led by our UKirk Intern.  
  

So, without further ado, we would like to use this 
@First note to introduce to you our brand new UKirk 
Intern, Abby Werner! 

 

Abby is a junior from the Dallas area, studying Strate-
gic Communication and Political Science at Mizzou. 
She has been involved with Ukirk since her freshman 
year and is excited to take on the role of Ukirk Intern. 
This semester is definitely unique, which is why she is 
thankful she can rely on her faith and her Ukirk com-
munity. 
  

Thanks for your continued support and may God bless 
you! 

  

Preston Turley 
UKirk Director  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FPC’s UKirk hosted a drive-thru, back-to-school kick 
off on August 30. Ukirk members pictured here are L 
to R: Elijah Clark, Evan Buchanan, Abby Werner, & 
Michael Wambua. 

 

On-site worship is postponed until it is safe, following Columbia Health Department and CDC Guidelines. 

Worship with us on YouTube, Facebook, or our website. 

Church office hours are Mondays 9:00 am-noon, and by appointment. 

Anyone entering the building should wear a mask, maintain a 6' distance from other people, 

and be healthy. We are still "Disciples Making a Difference". Find us at fpccolumbia.org. 
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I want to thank the members of FPC for reaching out 
to our family since Gordon's sudden death. Your 
cards, notes and calls provided comfort for me and 
our family at a very difficult time.  
Our children grew up in this church, and Gordon was 
a faithful member for over 40 years. We have many 
special friends and memories we will hold in our 
hearts. Your friendship is appreciated and returned in 
kind.  

Kathleen Brown 

 

We received a thank you note from Presbyterian 
Children’s Homes and Services for our 
contribution of $350 for the Columbia Campus, 
and $125 for the Farmington Campus. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Our flamingos can help you celebrate any kind of 

event! 
Contact: Audra – audraw@fpccolumbia.org 

Benefits FPC Youth activities. 
$30- for 24 hours   &    $45-for 48 hours. 

 

FAMILIES! 
Don’t forget our new 
curriculum starts this 

Sunday, September 6th.  If 
you haven’t gotten yours, let 

Audra know – 
audraw@fpccolumbia.org. 

 
 

Have you heard this book? If not, 
join our Children’s Facebook page 
to see it read aloud. I think we can 
all relate with this crocodile having 
to start over and find a new home. 

One of the many consequences of the 
pandemic was a prestigious award for our 
church to receive was delayed from last spring 
to this fall. We are now told a press release 
with all the details is imminent. As soon as we 
receive it, we look forward to sharing the good 
news with all of you through the daily words of 
encouragement from our church. 
 
In the meantime, as fall begins, routines 
resumed, that once were normal, now altered, 
please continue recycling.   Since home pick 
up of cans and cardboard has been 
discontinued, seek the closest recycling drop 
off bins. Most of the time when I drop off our 
items, the bins have plenty of room to take 
more. 
 
Moving into colder weather, take summer 
clothes that weren’t worn to Upscale/Resale 
or Goodwill. The need for these items is great. 
 
Share books you have read with friends, and 
children’s books are sought for homeschooling 
material, due to online schooling this year. 
 
Lastly, get outdoors and enjoy the cooler days 
with hiking, biking, and watching the leaves 
turn. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have recently been informed that Warm-Up 
Columbia won’t be occurring because of the 
pandemic. The Voluntary Action Center suggests 
donating your cold-weather items (coats, hats, 
gloves, etc) to The Wardrobe. 
 

 
 
  I can do all things through 
  Christ who strengthens me. 
                        Philippians 4:13 

Session #3 (What is Sin and 
How Do We Turn from it?) of 
this year’s confirmation is 
Sunday, September 13th 

beginning at 4:30 pm in the 
Ramsey Center 

 
Christian sympathy is extended to the family of 
Jean Glauert, who died September 1, 2020. 
There will be a graveside service on Saturday, 
September 12, 2020 at 11:00 am at Mt. Pleasant 
Cemetery, near Ashland. 

mailto:audraw@fpccolumbia.org
mailto:audraw@fpccolumbia.org.


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Participating in the Peace & Global Witness Offering 
in A Season of Peace 

 
Quick Facts: 
 

• Since 1940, World Communion Sunday is an 
ecumenical celebration of our oneness in the Spirit 
and the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

• World Communion Sunday (October 4) is the most 
common Sunday for receiving the Peace & Global 
Witness Offering, but many congregations promote 
the Offering throughout A Season of Peace 
(September 6 - October 4). 

• The Peace & Global Witness Offering builds on the 
Presbyterian Commitment to Peacemaking 
established in 1980. 

• 25% of the Offering remains with local 
congregations and 25% with mid councils to unite 
congregations to support peacemaking in their 
regions. 

• 50% of this Offering supports the work for peace 
and reconciliation being done by Presbyterians 
across the globe. 

 
September 21 is the International Day of Peace. 
Peace is more than a word or a feeling. It requires 
action just as love does. Throughout the 29 days of this 
year's Season of Peace, we are invited to define and 
deepen our calling as peacemakers. We are invited to 
reflect upon ways to practice: peace within, peace in 
relationships, peace in community, peace in the world, 
and wholistic peace. 
 
While the temptation exists to cut back on gift giving 
in the face of prolonged economic uncertainty, we 
must remain committed to our Special Offerings 
because they serve to remind us that as individuals and 
as a congregation, we are part of both a larger local and 
worldwide fellowship. Through our participation in 
this offering, our gifts unite us with Presbyterian 
peacemakers here and abroad. 
 
This year, our local recipient will be the Food Bank for 
Central & Northeast Missouri. Please give generously! 
Thank you! 
 
Let us pray - Extend your peace to us, Dear Christ, that 
we might build places of kindness and generosity, 
reconciliation and compassion. May our gifts join our 
voices in blessing all of creation with your justice and 
peace, at all times, in all ways. Amen 

Stewardship Update! 
 

2021 THEME: “A Grateful Heart, 
A Generous Heart” 

 
2021 KEY CAMPAIGN DATES: 
This year’s PLEDGE SUNDAY will be October 25, 
2020.  We are moving our campaign dates and 
timeline up from last year.  We hope to have a 
final pledge tally by December 1st so that FPC 
Finance Team can finalize the 2021 budget by 
mid-December.  It is likely that Pledge Sunday 
will be VIRTUAL. We are creating a Stewardship 
web page that will include an online pledge 
form that you may complete online and submit 
to Fran Muench. 
Our goal:100% of all Pledges for 2021 “in hand” 
by December 1st.  2021 Pledge Cards are 
available now if you are would like to Pledge 
Early! 
Campaign Brochure and Pledge Cards will be 
mailed in early October and include information 
about the 2021 proposed budget. 
Every year, FPC members serve the community 
through participation in special offerings, annual 
Pledge, and volunteering for a variety of mission 
opportunities.  In May 2020, our Senior Pastor 
Marvin Lindsay, wrote an op-ed piece for the 
Columbia Missourian, on Columbia’s homeless 
population, and the need to do more to care for 
those most in need.  Please read Marvin’s op-ed 
in this month’s Epistle as a strategy for the 
church to do more in the area of homeless 
services.   

https://www.columbiamissourian.com/
opinion/guest_commentaries/guest-
commentary-columbia-could-seize-timing-
of-pandemic-to-strive-to-end-
homelessness/article_bcfe413c-acc4-11ea
-8a20-3b95377cdc53.html 

 
FPC Columbia and Homeless Services: 
As you may know, FPC Columbia participates in 
Room At The Inn, Loaves and Fishes, and 
Saturday Café.  Loaves and Fishes continues to 
serve during COVID-19. Room At The Inn and 
Saturday Café may have different plans this fall, 
based on COVID-19. 
There is a new  homeless car camp in Columbia 
that can use our time, talent, and donations 
(either through FPC Mission support, special 
giving opportunities, or direct donations). Note: 
cash donations ARE NOT tax deductible. The Gail 
Plemmons Memorial Car Camp and Crisis Triage 
Center serves as a drop off and distribution 
point for community resources, a safe place to 
sleep for those living in their vehicle, and a 
place for anyone seeking aid and comfort to 
visit.  Gail Plemmons Car Camp is located at: 
2105 Paris Road, Columbia, MO 65202. 

https://www.columbiamissourian.com/opinion/guest_commentaries/guest-commentary-columbia-could-seize-timing-of-pandemic-to-strive-to-end-homelessness/article_bcfe413c-acc4-11ea-8a20-3b95377cdc53.html
https://www.columbiamissourian.com/opinion/guest_commentaries/guest-commentary-columbia-could-seize-timing-of-pandemic-to-strive-to-end-homelessness/article_bcfe413c-acc4-11ea-8a20-3b95377cdc53.html
https://www.columbiamissourian.com/opinion/guest_commentaries/guest-commentary-columbia-could-seize-timing-of-pandemic-to-strive-to-end-homelessness/article_bcfe413c-acc4-11ea-8a20-3b95377cdc53.html
https://www.columbiamissourian.com/opinion/guest_commentaries/guest-commentary-columbia-could-seize-timing-of-pandemic-to-strive-to-end-homelessness/article_bcfe413c-acc4-11ea-8a20-3b95377cdc53.html
https://www.columbiamissourian.com/opinion/guest_commentaries/guest-commentary-columbia-could-seize-timing-of-pandemic-to-strive-to-end-homelessness/article_bcfe413c-acc4-11ea-8a20-3b95377cdc53.html
https://www.columbiamissourian.com/opinion/guest_commentaries/guest-commentary-columbia-could-seize-timing-of-pandemic-to-strive-to-end-homelessness/article_bcfe413c-acc4-11ea-8a20-3b95377cdc53.html
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Happy September 
Birthday to… 
 

6 Scott Buchanan 
 Jennifer Lynn 
 Marilyn Parker 
7 Shirley Mason 
 Jerry Valentine 
8 Samuel McCrary 
9 Haileah Chase 
 Sue McCormick 
 Willis Wambua 
10 Cindy 
 Brodhacker 
11 Linda Girffith 
 Leon Hoskins 
 Diane Valentine 
13 Stephanie 
 Mayfield 
 Judy Wall  
16 Joseph 
 Brodhacker 
 Cindy Carl 
17 Julia Clemens 
18 Hayden Burns
 Betsy Rall 
19 Tom Jackson 
21 Ruth Eason 
22 Julie Cramer 
24 Keith Cramer 
 Marilyn 
 Hargrove 
25 Susie Alberts 
26 Zach Lynn 
27 Marvin Lindsay 
 Hudson O’Brien 
28 Dolly Kollias 
29 Aidan Landry 
30 Libby Reid 

 
Happy October 
Birthday to... 
 

1 Troy Giessmann 
2 Evan Buchanan 
 David Morris 
 Mary Smith 
3 Phil Prather 
 Cora Shively 
4 Kellen Landry 

 

 

 

Thank you to those who attended and volunteered at  FPC’s 

Back to School Art in the Park!   

 
 

 

 

 

    

Thank you to those who attended 

and volunteered at  FPC’s 

Back to School Art in the Park!   



 

 

2020-2021 Session Members 

August 20, 2020 Stated Session Notes 

 

• Approved the Treasurer’s Report 
• Approved the minutes of the June18, 2020 Stated Session Meeting 

• Approved the credit renewal with Central bank of Boone County 

• Approved the wedding of Hannah Hogrefe and Tristan Lee for June, 2021 

• Property, Personnel and Worship Teams brought the following recommendations/motions: 
• To allow small groups to use FPC facilities.  A motion was made to amend the original motion to read “To 

allow only small groups from FPC to use the facilities”. The motion was approved. The original motion 
was approved as amended. 

• To have the Annual FPC Picnic at Twin lakes as planned.  A motion was made to amend the original 
motion to read “cancel the picnic”. The motion was approved. The original motion was approved as 
amended. 

• To postpone onsite worship until September 27, 2020. A motion was made to amend the original motion to 
read “onsite worship be postponed until it is safe following Columbia Health Department and CDC 
Guidelines”. The motion was approved. The original motion was approved as amended.  

• The Property, Personnel, and Worship Teams were tasked to bring to Session a metric that could be used in 
determining when FPC could begin onsite worship. 

Ministry Teams Elder Liaison 

Campus Ministry Kent Hopper (hopper.kent@gmail.com) 

Children & Families Brian McCartney (bmccartney@brydonlaw.com) 
Emily Reynolds (miss.emily@gmail.com) 

Finance David Wainwright (cdavidww@gmail.com) 
Tom Smith (tsmithdds@gmail.com) 

Member Involvement Kathy Lee (thursdayschild318@gmail.com) 

Mission Elaine Blodgett (elaineblodgett@gmail.com) 

Outreach Vacant 

Personnel Ellen Dent (ellend0906@gmail.com) 

Planning, Evaluation, & Oversight Eric Cunningham (ericcunningham75@gmail.com) 

Property Allan Moore (amoore@ms-app.com) 
Linda Landry (landryl@health.missouri.edu) 

Stewardship Sub-Committee Sarah Grim (mbbpsa1000@gmail.com) 

Worship Richard Baumann (rbaumann@ccis.edu) 
Garrick West (22gw01@stu.cpsk12.org) 

Youth Burke McCray (BMcCray@cpsk12.org) 

mailto:hopper.kent@gmail.com
mailto:bmccartney@brydonlaw.com
mailto:miss.emily@gmail.com
mailto:cdavidww@gmail.com
mailto:tsmithdds@gmail.com
mailto:thursdayschild318@gmail.com
mailto:elaineblodgett@gmail.com
mailto:ellend0906@gmail.com
mailto:ericcunningham75@gmail.com
mailto:amoore@ms-app.com
mailto:landryl@health.missouri.edu
mailto:mbbpsa1000@gmail.com
mailto:rbaumann@ccis.edu
mailto:22gw01@stu.cpsk12.org
mailto:BMcCray@cpsk12.org?subject=BMcCray@cpsk12.org
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                          Fiscal Fitness August 2020 

Ready for some good news? With so much gloom surrounding us these days, the Finance 
Team is happy to report that FPC is gaining ground financially, and is heading into the 2nd 
half of the year in a good cash position. That progress is due to your loyalty and 
commitment, and careful management of the church’s expenses this year. 

 

The loyalty is reflected in a consistently high percentage of pledges being fulfilled, which is 
a great tribute to our congregation. 

 

This short term good news does not mean we can relax, because we have a long ways to go to restore our 
mission goals. What it means is that we’re more than covering expenses on a very conservative budget. 

 

So, thanks for your continued support when the church needs it the most. Let’s work to do even better in the 
rest of 2020! 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

                                 

 

 

 

 
 

   Gifts & Memorials 
 

Please join us in congratulating Juliet Wambua!   

Juliet is a 2020 graduate of David Hickman High School and 
this year’s recipient of an FPC Scholarship funded by the Earl 
and Ruth Kroth Scholarship Fund.  As a member of FPC, 
Juliet actively participated in youth group activities including 
last summer’s youth mission trip to South Dakota.  Juliet 
originally hails from Kenya, and she has called the United 
States her home for six years.  In her free time, Juliet enjoys 
volunteering, playing basketball, baking, traveling, and 
spending time with her family.  This autumn, Juliet will begin 
her journey in higher education at Lincoln University.  Juliet 
will further the message of compassion contained in the 
gospels through the study of nursing.  Upon completion of 
her studies, Juliet hopes to become a traveling nurse.   

The Earl and Ruth Kroth Scholarship Fund will help provide 
support to Juliet’s continued success.  Your contributions 
have a real, positive impact for the members of our 
community, so please consider a gift or memorial to support 
education today.    Way to go, Juliet! 



 

 

RESTORATION was the title of an April devotion in 

The Upper Room which I shared recently with the 

Worship Ministry Team, and I wish to extend its 

valuable lesson to the entire congregation for 

contemplation during this extended time of ‘social 

distancing’.  The meditation begins with Psalm 51:12--

-“Restore to me the joy of your salvation and grant 

me a willing spirit, to sustain me.”  Yes, we desire to 

live in the joy of God’s salvation plan for us.  We ask 

for a willing spirit to accomplish this in our anxious 

lives as we also ask to be sustained physically.  Truly, 

God is the JOY of our individual salvation!  A prayer 

by Malinda Fillingim (NC) concluded the devotional:  

God of joy, remind us of our beauty in times when we 

feel vulnerable and fragile.  Guide us to be hands of 

healing to those experiencing difficulties, and give us 

a song of joy to sing even as we cry.  In Jesus’ name.  

Amen.  

Submitted by Richard Baumann, Elder, Liaison WMT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Following Jesus is challenging! Love, generosity, and 
authenticity don't come naturally to us. But when we 
follow Jesus he cultivates these virtues in us. In a three
-part series of sermons this fall, we're going to 
discover how accepting the challenge of discipleship 
equips us to overcome the challenges of life. 
 
September 6 - 20: The Jesus Challenge (Loving God, 
loving neighbors, loving our enemies) 
 
September 27 - October 18: The Generosity Challenge 
(Grateful for God's gifts, we respond by living 
generous lives) 
 
October 25 - November 8: The Authenticity Challenge 
(You are fearfully and wonderfully made! Be who God 
created you to be) 
 
Also, we invite you to sign up for the companion small 
group study that meets Sundays at 9:30 AM this fall. 
Go to https://www.fpccolumbia.org/small-groups to 
register. 

Loaves and Fishes 

One of the jobs of the Mission Ministry Team is to 
organize meals the 4th Thursday of each month, at 
Wilkes Blvd. Methodist Church for Loaves and 
Fishes. Due to the pandemic, meals are now served 
outside on the parking lot near the kitchen exit, under 
covered serving tables. We need at least 2-3 people 
(preferably under 65, wearing masks) to serve the 
meals, and others to make and bring the food to serve. 
Meals are packed in boxes or bags for pickup. 
For example, while soup would be tricky to pack and 
serve, sandwiches or 'finger foods' are perfect. 
 

With your help and generosity, we will keep doing 
our part to provide food to our neighbors. As time 
goes on, not only will the extremely poor and jobless 
be coming for food, but we expect to see those who 
have lost their jobs and income. 

 

Elaine Blodgett, Chairman Mission Ministry Team 

 

First Presbyterian Church  
Disciples Making a Difference 

 

Our Mission: Living our faith in Jesus Christ 
by… 

  
 
 

* Embracing all people 
      *Engaging all neighborhoods 
            * Encouraging each other 
                  * Empowering lives 

https://www.fpccolumbia.org/small-groups
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First Presbyterian Church 
16 Hitt Street 
Columbia, MO 65201 

 

 
Senior Pastor 
     Marvin Lindsay 
 

Minister of Pastoral Care and 
Nurture 
     Wally Landrum 
 

Director of Campus Ministries and 
Contemporary Worship 
     Preston Turley 
 

Director of Youth and Children’s 
Ministry 
     Audra West 
 

Financial Coordinator 
     Fran Muench 
 

Executive Administrative Assistant 
     Nancy Foote 
 

Custodian 
     Tony Hayes 
 

Assistant Custodian 
     James Scott 
 

Organist 
     Michael Bancroft 
 

Adult Choir/Handbell Director 
     Jordan Walker 
 

Pastor Emeritus   
     Richard J. Ramsey 

 Sunday Mornings at FPC:  10:00 am online at our website, YouTube, and our 
Facebook page. On-site worship is postponed until it is safe, following 

Columbia Health Department and CDC Guidelines. 
  

Church office hours: Mondays 9:00 am-noon & by appointment 

Church phone numbers: 
  Office: (573) 442-1164           Fax: (573) 442-7161 

  

E-mail: office@fpccolumbia.org               Web site: www.fpccolumbia.org 
 

 

   Find us on Facebook—First Presbyterian Church, UKIRK, Presbyterian 
    Women, and MOPS 
  

The next Epistle will be available on October 1, 2020.  
If you have not given your email address to the church office, please do so 
as soon as possible to continue to receive news from FPC! 
 
To receive The Epistle and @First by email, visit our website at 
www.fpccolumbia.org.  
 
Don’t forget about the church’s online calendar at our website: 
www.fpccolumbia.org.  
 

Sunday sermons are available online.. Please visit 
www.fpccolumbia.org.  

 
         Ministers  -  All Christians 

mailto:office@fpccolumbia.org
fpccolumbia.org
fpccolumbia.org
fpccolumbia.org
fpccolumbia.org

