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… and much, much more. 
 

Read about it TODAY! 

So, how free are you feeling these days? When was 
the last time you turned on the news and heard the 
anchor say “Latest reports on the pandemic show 
strong signs of humanity being able to roam free and 
live their lives however they want to today. Now to 
sports!” Of course, I’m being sarcastic…the very idea 
of living lives of freedom seems like a distant 
memory right now. Some of you may feel captive in 
your homes, some of you to plans you didn’t make 
and have no idea of how (or desire) to carry them out 
(i.e. parents becoming full time teachers, people tak-
ing second jobs to make ends meet, etc.). By all earth-
ly measures, we are not, at current, a free people. 

 

Today, while captive in my home and with my rest-
less children in the background, I read the third chap-
ter of 2 Corinthians and found great hope and a new 
perspective on this idea of freedom. If you have a mo-
ment (who am I kidding, of course you do) I’d love 
for you to read 2 Corinthians 3:12-17. In this portion 
of Paul’s letter to the often-wayward people of Cor-
inth, he reminds them of what great abundance they 
share in the Spirit of God…an abundance of FREE-
DOM. He reminds them that before Christ and the gift 
of His Spirit, they (and we) had barriers between us 
and God…and that now those barriers are no more. 
He reminds them (and us) that their freedom is not 
rooted in the state, or even in their ability to come and 
go as they please, to make their own plans and see 
them out as they please…but, rather is found in the 
Spirit of the Lord. That it is not religious pageantry, 
perfect living, or any routine in which we find our 
freedom, but, rather in the Spirit. 

 

There has been much talk about freedom in the past 
few months of the pandemic. As you wrestle with 
what it means to be truly free, I would encourage you 
to keep these words of Paul in mind, that “The Lord is 
the Spirit, and where the Spirt of the Lord is, there is 
freedom.” No, this promise does not mean that it is 
easy to be cooped up at home or to have your plans 

changed or to have your sense of grounding and con-
trol be shattered. What it does mean is in spite of those 
hard things, your freedom is still unharmed. That the 
shared Spirit of Christ that lives in you and all believ-
ers will sustain us through it all. 

 

In the Spirit of Christ that unites us and makes us eter-
nally free, 

 

Preston 
 

Take The Discipleship Challenge 
 
Who's up for a challenge? Nobody, right? 2020 has 
been challenging enough. But consider this: when we 
take on the challenge of following Jesus, he equips us 
to meet the challenges of life.  

 

This fall, Pastor Marvin is going to lead three short-
term small groups on the challenge of disciple-
ship. The Jesus Challenge will show us how  focused 
love frees us from living a distracted life. 
In The Authenticity Challenge, we'll learn how to 
live lives of integrity, instead of wishing we were 
somebody else. The Generosity Challenge will equip 
us to live lives that mirror the God who gave us the gift 
of God's only Son, Jesus Christ.  

 

Go to https://www.fpccolumbia.org/small-
groups and sign up for one or more of these short term 
small groups. While times and locations may change 
depending on the pandemic, we are tentatively sched-
uling these groups to meet Sundays at 9:30 AM start-
ing August 30. All groups will be offered 
in a hybrid format, so online participation will be pos-
sible. Pastor Marvin's sermons in September, October, 
and early November will also track with the theme of 
each lesson.  
 
This fall, take The Discipleship Challenge, and see if it 
doesn't make a difference! See if you become a Disci-
ple Making a Difference. 

 

On-site worship has been suspended until August 30. 

Worship with us on YouTube, Facebook, or our website. 

Church office hours are Mondays 9:00 am-noon, and by appointment. 

Anyone entering the building should wear a mask, maintain a 6' distance from other people, 

and be healthy. We are still "Disciples Making a Difference". Find us at fpccolumbia.org. 

https://www.fpccolumbia.org/small-groups
https://www.fpccolumbia.org/small-groups
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We have received thank you notes from the following 
organizations; Turning Point, for our gift of $750 to 
help them keep their doors open, Alzheimer’s 
Association, for our donation of $187.50, The Food 
Bank for Central & Northeast Missouri, for our gift of 
$375, Presbyterian Children’s Homes & Services, for 
our gifts of $250 for the Farmington Campus, and $700 
for the Columbia Campus, True North of Columbia, for 
our $250 donation, Services for Independent Living, for 
our donation of $125, Voluntary Action Center, for our 
donation of $1,000, Rainbow House, for our gift of 
$250, and Boys and Girls Clubs of Columbia, for our 
donation of $396. Our congregation has been very 
generous! 
 

Dear everyone at FPC, 
I am sad to inform you that I will no longer be able 
to work at the church or volunteer. I am moving 
back to Florida to live with my mom. I have made 
many happy memories at this church & have made 
many friends who I think of as family. The church 
is somewhere I loved being. I hope everything works 
out with Covid & everyone can be back in the 
church with everyone. I’m making a very amazing 
step towards my future & this is a very good thing! I 
will keep in touch with everyone. Stay safe & thank 
you for letting me work & volunteer at FPC. 
Sincerely, 
Terra Clussman 
 

FPC Book Club list, through December, 2020: 

• September- Doomsday Breakfast Club    Author: 
Zach Lynn (Jim & Marcia Lynn’s son) 

• October- The Girl With Seven Names: A North 
Korean Defector’s Story by Hyeonseo Lee  

• November- Where the Crawdad’s Sing by Delia 
Owens 

• December- Disappearing Earth by Julia Phillips  
 

Our flamingos have been busy lately, but they 
enjoy the exercise! 

Contact: Audra – 
audraw@fpccolumbia.org 

Benefits FPC Youth activities. 

$30 for 24 hrs. - $45 for 48 hrs. 

 

 Jesus said to her, I am the resurrection, 
 and the life; he that believeth in me, 
 though he were dead, yet shall he live.        

John 11: 25 
 

<a href='https://pngtree.com/so/lily'>lily png from pngtree.com</a> 

 
In Time Magazine’s July 20/July 27 issue ONE 
LAST CHANCE “The Defining Year for the 
Planet”, I found comfort when it looked at the 
oceans and the concern for them. Part of the article 
focused on the damage that has been done to them 
and our careless attitude that they will always be 
there for us. However, further examination shows 
that these months of coronavirus has allowed for 
ocean healing and could lead to future reclamation 
and development. This was meant to be the year the 
world agreed on a plan to save the oceans. It still can 
be. Please read the “Turn the Tide” article by Aryn 
Baker and see the possible pathways forward. The 
front cover of Time’s July issue alone prompts one 
to ponder our future and hope for the best. 
 
The New Child, Youth and Venerable Adults 
Policy is ready for implementation.  If you 
haven’t updated yours yet, contact Audra 
and she will send it to you! Remember, if 
you help with the youth or children, or serve 
on one of the two teams, you are required to 
keep your training up to date! 

 

Session #1 (What is 
Confirmation) of this year’s 
confirmation is next Sunday, 
August 9th beginning at 4:30 
pm.  We will “mask up” and 
use social distancing in the 
Ramsey Fellowship center.   

Contact Audra with questions and to RSVP. 

  

  
We still have many wonderful 
books in our FPC Children’s 
Library.  Maybe you have 
watched the read aloud videos 
that Audra has been posting on 
the Children’s Facebook page? 
Those 5 books and many more 
are ready for checkout. 

 Children & Youth, 
mark your calendar 
for “FPC Art in the 

Park” August 29.  We 
are still working to 

plan this event! Audra 
will send out an RSVP 

soon. 

mailto:audraw@fpccolumbia.org


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Stewardship Update:  A Grateful Heart-A Generous Heart. 
 
This month's Stewardship piece focuses upon gratefulness and generosity, with a special message 
from The Presbyterian Foundation on "The Stewardship of Pointing" (https://
www.presbyterianfoundation.org/the-stewardship-of-pointing/?
bblinkid=235479301&bbemailid=23367879&bbejrid=1587135845). Please click on this link and read 
the wonderful piece by Rev. Dr. Rob Hagan, the Ministry Relations Officer for the Presbyterian 
Foundation serving the Northwest.  
 
During this time of COVID-19, I think we are all thinking how grateful we are to be able to cope and 
thrive in this trying time, being sustained by our trust in God.  But I have to admit, I have thoughts of 
self-pity - missing my restaurants, my movies, my trips to the Dutch Pantry in Tipton.  Heck, even just 
going out without a mask.   
 
But God challenges us every day to maintain a grateful heart and a generous heart.  And right now, 
that is extremely important.  Some of us may be affected by the downward turn of the local 
economy.   Not all of our Congregation can get out safely, many may need extra help with groceries 
and basic necessities. I used to do ironing every Saturday for an elderly couple in the Country 
Club.  That income became my annual pledge to the church.  The couple both experienced health 
problems and had to move to Arizona to live with their daughter.  My annual pledge income was gone 
in January 2020.  Luckily I pay off my pledge each coming year before December 31st of the current 
year, so this year the Church and I are fine.  Next year is going to be more challenging.  Yet I am 
committed to maintaining, and even increasing, my 2021 Pledge.  Why?  Because this church, this 
congregation, our mission, our values, all feed my spirit and improve my health.  All of this enables me 
to work hard each day for my employer, to maintain my house and yard, and to care for my beloved 
cats.  I don't do as much as I used to do but I am grateful to be able to do the basics each day. 
 
A Grateful Heart- A Generous Heart moves me in other ways.  I support Presbyterian Women, 
Missouri Union Presbytery, Presbyterian Children's Homes and Services in addition to FPC 
Columbia.  And cat rescues.  My giving priorities are first Church, Presbyterian Women,  Presbytery, 
and PCHAS.  Anything else I have to give I give to cat rescues.  Prioritizing the Church and 
Presbyterian organizations is the way I budget for my grateful and generous giving.  I don't do gifts to 
other nonprofits.  I have a donation budget I live with each year and I stay within it.  Giving to 
Presbyterian nonprofits almost exclusively helps me grow my grateful heart. 
 
As we head towards the 2021 Annual Campaign, I would ask you to think about your annual giving 
budget. Do you prioritize Presbyterian organizations and causes?  Do you make being Presbyterian 
and supporting Presbyterian organizations (and their causes) the focus of your generosity and your 
gratefulness?  I hope you will think about setting a 2021 generosity budget and prioritizing your 
generosity for the Church first, and then our Presbyterian organizations.  
 
The 2021 Annual Campaign starts in September and concludes in December.  Our Pledge Sunday date 
is tentatively November 8th.  As we did last year, the Stewardship Subcommittee will ask that 
congregation members pledge early and consider an increase in your giving for the coming year.  The 
Finance Committee needs the month of December to finalize the 2021 budget, so knowing sooner 
about pledges will help them achieve their goals. 
 
For all of us who miss the normalcy of pre-COVID-19, let's remember that we've been through much 
worse.  We survived and thrived.  We learned to be flexible and resilient.  We learned to be more 
generous and more grateful.  We lived our lives being Presbyterians.  We are doing this again in 
2021.  And will probably do it again the same in coming years. 
 
Prayers for health, safety, and a COVID-19 vaccine that really works sooner than later. 
 
Sarah Grim 

https://www.presbyterianfoundation.org/the-stewardship-of-pointing/?bblinkid=235479301&bbemailid=23367879&bbejrid=1587135845
https://www.presbyterianfoundation.org/the-stewardship-of-pointing/?bblinkid=235479301&bbemailid=23367879&bbejrid=1587135845
https://www.presbyterianfoundation.org/the-stewardship-of-pointing/?bblinkid=235479301&bbemailid=23367879&bbejrid=1587135845
https://www.presbyterianfoundation.org/leadership/rob-hagan/
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Happy August 
Birthday to… 
 

7 Laurie Everett 
 Rebecca Hopper 
8 Joshua Floyd 
9 Adam Dowling 
10 Dana Sample 
12 Mary Lou Wright 
13 Ryan Presley 
14 Christina 
 Hackamack 
 Bill Kaufman 
 Bill Regan 
16 Tracy Calvert 
 Ruth Thompson 
17 Anne Braisted 
 Janet Dierker 
 Robert Hurst 
19 Sally Swanson 
20 Kelly Burns 
 Joe McCoy 
 Bob Mullen 
 Leelee 
 Shewmaker 
21 Maddox Kintner 
22 Ginny Crawford 
 Ed Hander 
23 Josephine Lilien 
 Quincy McCray 
 Gene Powell 
 Kristy Rysdam 
24 John 
 Christiansen 
 Fred Hawthorne 
 Robert Reid 
27 Dick Martin 
30 Nancy Graham 
31 Betsy Garrett 
 Clark Marks 

 
Happy September 
Birthday to... 
 

1 Beth Pakkala-
 Moe 
3 Irene Alexander 
 Barb Buchanan 
 Molly Means 
4 Carolyn Hawks 
5 James Carl 

Thank you to the three families (Lilien, Summers, & West) that 
came out to unload our new playground mulch last Saturday.  
Hopefully our children can enjoy it sometime soon! Also, thank 
you to Jim Wood for picking it up and delivering it to our 
playground! 

 
Many thanks for those who have been working hard to update the youth floor.  

These wonderful images were painted by Shawnna Matteson! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Online Auction - Benefitting Youth Activities 

Since we haven’t been able to reschedule our Youth Trivia Night that was 
slated for March 14th 2020 we have a few wonderful items that we don’t want 
to see go to waste.  Please go the Youth Facebook Page (First Presbyterian 
Columbia Youth) to see pictures of these items and place a bid.  If you are 
not already a member of the group you will need to request permission to 
become a member before being granted access to the group. The bidding will 
open this Saturday, March 8th and conclude promptly at 8 pm on Sunday, 
August 16th. 

Contact Audra (audraw@fpccolumbia.org) if you have questions. 
 
Items for Sale: 

Sky Zone Family Fun Pack 

KC Zoo Passes (4) 

Magic House Passes (4) 

30 minutes of relaxing reflexology 

$30 Gift Certificate to Pasta Factory   

$50 Certificate to Lizzy & Rocco’s 

Rag Tag Cinema Passes (2)  

Casey’s Gift Card Pack 

Botanical Garden Passes (4) 

Rag Tag Cinema Passes (4) 

Bonkers Play Maze Passes (10) 

Candy Factory (Dozen Chocolate Covered Cookies) 

Weekday Round of Golf @ The Club at Old Hawthorne (4 players & cart fees) 

mailto:audraw@fpccolumbia.org


 

 

2020-2021 Session Members 

 
 

 

 

If you would like to purchase a “Lutz of Love” T-shirt or bracelet to help Tom Lutz as he goes 
through his cancer fight, please email Nancy Foote office@fpccolumbia.org and she will place 
the order all at once (you can mail or bring your payment to the office). T-shirts are $20 ea. 
and bracelets are $4 ea. Small—XXL are available. (the scripture is Tom’s favorite). 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

A note from Tom Lutz:  
 

Thank you to all of your congregation who are selfless and loving and kind.  God 
has overwhelmed us and has brought so many to be by our side. Tom 

 

Note: There was no July Session Meeting 

Ministry Teams Elder Liaison 

Campus Ministry Kent Hopper (hopper.kent@gmail.com) 

Children & Families Brian McCartney (bmccartney@brydonlaw.com) 
Emily Reynolds (miss.emily@gmail.com) 

Finance David Wainwright (cdavidww@gmail.com) 
Tom Smith (tsmithdds@gmail.com) 

Member Involvement Kathy Lee (thursdayschild318@gmail.com) 

Mission Elaine Blodgett (elaineblodgett@gmail.com) 

Outreach Vacant 

Personnel Ellen Dent (ellend0906@gmail.com) 

Planning, Evaluation, & Oversight Eric Cunningham (ericcunningham75@gmail.com) 

Property Allan Moore (amoore@ms-app.com) 
Linda Landry (landryl@health.missouri.edu) 

Stewardship Sub-Committee Sarah Grim (mbbpsa1000@gmail.com) 

Worship Richard Baumann (rbaumann@ccis.edu) 
Garrick West (22gw01@stu.cpsk12.org) 

Youth Burke McCray (BMcCray@cpsk12.org) 

mailto:office@fpccolumbia.org
mailto:hopper.kent@gmail.com
mailto:bmccartney@brydonlaw.com
mailto:miss.emily@gmail.com
mailto:cdavidww@gmail.com
mailto:tsmithdds@gmail.com
mailto:thursdayschild318@gmail.com
mailto:elaineblodgett@gmail.com
mailto:ellend0906@gmail.com
mailto:ericcunningham75@gmail.com
mailto:amoore@ms-app.com
mailto:landryl@health.missouri.edu
mailto:mbbpsa1000@gmail.com
mailto:rbaumann@ccis.edu
mailto:22gw01@stu.cpsk12.org
mailto:BMcCray@cpsk12.org?subject=BMcCray@cpsk12.org
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Fiscal Fitness August 2020 

I would like to summarize the finances and operating budget of our church during the first 
six months of 2020.  This has been a challenging year since March with the health concerns 
from the COVID-19 virus issues.  In-person worship services have been suspended during 
the past four months, ministry team meetings have been conducted by Zoom virtual 
meetings, and church staff meetings have been limited.  Our congregation has responded 
well to these challenges so to continue the ministries of our church; likewise, our 

congregation has remained faithful in their financial support of the operating budget during these challenging 
times.  Session adopted an operating budget of $835,502 for 2020, and we have done very well in providing 
financial support of the budget and ministry programs.  The following is a summary of our church’s financial 
performance during the first half of 2020. 
 
CASH ASSETS AND LIABILITIES 
 
Unrestricted operating cash at the end of June was $224,462.  Temporarily/Board Restricted funds were 
$908,000 which includes the various endowment funds and other restricted contributions managed by the 
church. As did other churches and businesses, FPC received a SBA PPP (Paycheck Protection Program) Loan 
of $75,000 in May, and as of the end of June, the $75,000 has been expensed per the terms of the loan 
requirements.  These funds were used to support staff salaries, benefits, and utilities during May and June.  
Once we complete the required loan forgiveness paperwork for the government, this loan will be forgiven.  Our 
church has no other financial liabilities.   
 
INCOME/EXPENSE SUMMARY OF OPERATING BUDGET 
 
Year-to-date pledge contributions totaled $357,478 which is 57% of the annual operating pledge budget after 
50% of the year. Considering that for most of the last four months FPC has not had onsite worship services and 
other in-person activities, the pledge contributions have remained strong thru the first six months of the year.  
Total income YTD including pledges, investment income, miscellaneous incomes and SBA PPP Loan was 
$580,084 which is 69% of the annual operating income budget after 50% of the year.  Without the SBA PPP 
Loan counted as income, YTD income is $505,084 which is 60% of the annual operating budget after 50% of 
the year.  FPC is going into the second half of the year in a good cash position.   
 
YTD income has exceeded YTD expenses by $225,383.   Excluding the SBA PPP Loan proceeds of $75,000, 
YTD income has exceeded expenses by $150,383.  Total expenses YTD of $354,701 are 43% of the annual 
operating expense budget after 50% of the year.  All ministry teams, office operations, and personnel costs are 
within their respective budgets after the first six months of 2020.  
  
If you have any questions about our church’s finances, please contact me.  
 
Paul M. Mehrle, Treasurer 
mehrlep@gmail.com, cell 424-8114 

Loaves and Fishes 
One of the jobs of the Mission Ministry Team is to organize meals the 4th Thursday of each month, 
at Wilkes Blvd. Methodist Church for Loaves and Fishes. Due to the pandemic, meals are now 
served outside on the parking lot near the kitchen exit, under covered serving tables. We need at 
least 2-3 people (preferably under 65, wearing masks) to serve the meals, and others to make and 
bring the food to serve. Meals are packed in boxes or bags for pickup. For example, while soup 
would be tricky to pack and serve, sandwiches or 'finger foods' are perfect. 
 
With your help and generosity, we will keep doing our part to provide food to our neighbors. As 
time goes on, not only will the extremely poor and jobless be coming for food, but we expect to 
see those who have lost their jobs and income. 
 
Elaine Blodgett, Chairman Mission Ministry Team 

mailto:mehrlep@gmail.com


 

 

Gifts & Memorials 
 

Ted’s Legacy - Many years ago, I met Ted while 
on a hiking trip. 
 
During our walks, I learned that he loved his 
family dearly and was steadfast in his beliefs.  Ted 
was a retired building contractor, who enjoyed 
reading & learning in addition to being out in 
nature.  When not outdoors, he volunteered at his 
local library to repair broken book bindings, so 
well-worn books could be read again and again. 
 
He also volunteered his services to local churches 
that were undertaking ambitious renovation 
projects.  He helped them with those first steps of 
preparing requests for proposal and evaluating 
bids on major construction projects.  
Occasionally, he helped them monitor the work, 
and offered advice on unforeseen surprises and 
contractor-suggested modifications, when none in 
the congregation could fulfill that advisor role. 
 
Ted died a few years ago, but left a wonderful 
legacy in his local community evident in books 
still in circulation and re-modeled churches.  
Today, volunteering in our local community is 
being re-defined, and I am not well-versed in 
building upgrades or maintenance.  But, I can 
honor the memory of a dear friend and make a 
financial gift to our Education Endowment Fund 
and to FPC’s Capital Improvement Endowment 
Fund.  With these gifts I can pass on Ted’s Legacy 
to one more generation. 

 

First Presbyterian Church  
Disciples Making a Difference 

 

Our Mission: Living our faith in Jesus Christ 
by… 

  
 
 

* Embracing all people 
      *Engaging all neighborhoods 
            * Encouraging each other 
                  * Empowering lives 

DEACONS 

Heartfelt greetings from the entire Board of Deacons 

for 2020-21! We plan to be active in helping the 

church stay in touch with you and vice-versa. This 

takes more effort than in normal times, since we don’t 

see each other. And it’s a two-way effort: Deacons 

stay in touch with flock and flock stays in touch with 

Deacons. Please share your thoughts about the church 

with your Deacon, including things the church could 

do to strengthen worship services, on-line and in-

person, outreach care to homebound members, in–

home communion, and other opportunities for 

spreading God’s Word. 

Amanda Nell and Joe Weston are the Deacon Co-

Chairs this year, following the exceptional work of 

last year’s Co-Chairs Cindy Brodhacker and Mary 

Hoskins. Mary is remaining as a Deacon and Cindy 

has promised to help in any way. Thanks to both for 

their generous service to FPC! 

The meeting time for Deacons will change to the third 

Monday of each month, which will be August 17th. 

We will be hosting a dinner for Coyote Hill again this 

December, and will be planning other events 

throughout the year. We hope you will be able to 

participate in some of them. 

Beginning next month, we will briefly profile a new 

Deacon in each Epistle issue. For now, please view 

each contact by your Deacon as an expression of your 

importance to the church family. We urge you to use 

the opportunity to discuss ways the church can better 

serve you, and ways you would like to help serve the 

church. 
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First Presbyterian Church 
16 Hitt Street 
Columbia, MO 65201 

 

 
Senior Pastor 
     Marvin Lindsay 
 

Minister of Pastoral Care and 
Nurture 
     Wally Landrum 
 

Director of Campus Ministries and 
Contemporary Worship 
     Preston Turley 
 

Director of Youth and Children’s 
Ministry 
     Audra West 
 

Financial Coordinator 
     Fran Muench 
 

Executive Administrative Assistant 
     Nancy Foote 
 

Custodian 
     Tony Hayes 
 

Assistant Custodian 
     James Scott 
 

Organist 
     Michael Bancroft 
 

Adult Choir/Handbell Director 
     Jordan Walker 
 

Pastor Emeritus   
     Richard J. Ramsey 

 Sunday Mornings at FPC:  10:00 am online at our website, YouTube, and 
our Facebook page. On-site worship has been suspended until August 30. 

  

Church office hours: Mondays 9:00 am-noon & by appointment 
Church phone numbers: 

  Office: (573) 442-1164           Fax: (573) 442-7161 
  

E-mail: office@fpccolumbia.org                 Web site: www.fpccolumbia.org 
 

 

   Find us on Facebook—First Presbyterian Church, UKIRK, Presbyterian 
    Women, and MOPS 

  

 The next Epistle will be available on September 3, 2020.  
If you have not given your email address to the church office, please do so 
as soon as possible to continue to receive news from FPC! 
 
To receive The Epistle and @First by email, visit our website at 
www.fpccolumbia.org.  
 
Don’t forget about the church’s online calendar at our website: 
www.fpccolumbia.org.  
 

Sunday sermons are available online.. Please visit www.fpccolumbia.org.  
 

 
         Ministers  -  All Christians 

mailto:office@fpccolumbia.org
fpccolumbia.org
fpccolumbia.org
fpccolumbia.org
fpccolumbia.org

