
 

 

June 6, 2019 

The Epistle 
 
 

of First Presbyterian Church 

In this issue 

 
 

~  VBS is coming! 
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    Members 
 
 

~  The Sweater Project 

 

… and much, much more. 
 

Read about it TODAY! 

Over the past several weeks, we here at FPC 
have enjoyed a worship series that has taken us through 
the book of Revelation.  During this time, we have been 
regaled with imagery, symbolism, and Truth that have 
hopefully aligned us even further with a God whose love 
for us goes far beyond our understanding. 
 

 I think ‘beyond our understanding’ is an ac-
ceptable mindset with which to approach a book like 
Revelation!  As we read the colorful, larger-than-life 
words of the apostle John in this great book, it can be 
difficult to make heads or tails of all the grandiose im-
agery and promises of things that are on the way for the 
future of our world.  In my sermon on May 26, I invited 
those present to think about their approach to Revelation 
the way Paul describes his ability to understand God 
within the limitations of his own humanity.  In 1 Corin-
thians 13: 9-12 he says:  

 

“ 9For we know in part and we prophesy in part, 10but 
when completeness comes, what is in part disappears. 
11When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought 
like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a 

man, I put the ways of childhood behind me. 12For now 
we see only a reflection as in a mirror; then we shall 

see face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know 
fully, even as I am fully known” 

 

 This past Sunday as together we explored Reve-
lation 21 and its description of the coming “Holy City”, 
it was clear that the picture painted for us of what is to 
come is…well, not so clear.  It can be difficult to com-
prehend all that is described by John about this new and 
heavenly place that is promised to us.  But even as we 
read passages like these and end with more questions 
than answers, I would encourage us all to remember the 
words of Paul and his personal confession that even in 
all of the ways we relate to and understand who God is 
and how he works, that we still have an incomplete pic-
ture of who He is in His entirety, in the absolute fulness 
of His glory. 

 

 Of course, to balance this, I hope that we re-
member that even as it is acceptable to own our limited 
understanding of all the glory of God, I pray we (as indi-
viduals AND as a CHURCH) will continue to “know 
and prophesy in part.”  Don’t miss the “in part” portion 
of that verse. We still have something to offer, friends!  I 
say that as a reminder that we do not have to have all the 
answers to live into, the best we can, the grace and 
promise found in Jesus Christ.  It also means that we do 
not have to have all the answers before we head out of 
our doors and proclaim the good news of Jesus TO 

OTHERS, inviting them into the joy and, yes, mystery 
that is all wrapped up in the Christian faith.   

 

 When you approach a passage of Scripture, a 
sermon, or anything else for that matter that you do not 
fully understand, maybe start learning how to make 
friends with that lack of understanding.  Maybe trust that 
as you continue to seek God and his Truth, even through 
your dim perception of something so large,  He still will 
impart to you what you need.  Maybe be willing to share 
with someone why you find your Truth and salvation in 
Jesus and don’t worry so much about whether they fire 
back with a question you may not be able to answer.  
Trust in the God that sustains you now and the God that 
promises an eternity of beauty and blessing that is far 
beyond our understanding. 

 

Peace, 
Preston 

Special Summer Sunday “Thanksgiving for Brenda” 
Reception on June 16 

 

The Personnel Ministry Team invites you to join others in 
the Welcome Center following the 10 am service on June 16 
for fellowship and refreshments and a chance to express our 
appreciation to Brenda Kinkade for being our Financial 
Coordinator. 

 

Brenda has tendered her resignation as Financial Coordinator 
effective June 13 to spend more time with family members in 
the Kansas City area.  She has been a trustworthy and 
conscientious steward of our congregation’s financial 
resources for more than 10 years.  Her cheerful demeanor 
has been a blessing to pastors and staff, and to everyone who 
has walked through the doors of our offices. 

 

Brenda’s daily presence on the second floor will be missed, 
but we are grateful that we will continue to worship with her 
on Sunday. 
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We received thank you notes from True North of 
Columbia, for our donation of $250 and also from 
Presbyterian Manors of Mid-America, for our gift of 
$136.36. 
 

First Presbyterian Friends, 
Thank you for making us feel loved during 
Teacher Appreciation Week! You always go above 
and beyond! 
  Benton Elementary School Teachers 
 

Hospitality tip: In the Welcome Center, “greeting” 
visitors doesn’t require a special nametag. It’s 
everyone’s assignment.  
 

 
Vacation Bible School 

July 22nd-26th!  
 

 Children 3 years old through 5th grade 
 are invited to join us as we discover 
  the wonders of God’s creation and 

how to take care of it! 
 

 
Monday through Friday from 9-noon. 

Stay for lunch on Friday at noon! 
  

Register a Child @ https://goo.gl/j7HYDa  
Volunteer @ https://goo.gl/yut3Ks 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Outreach Team discussing Reach Out/Pick 
Up with Danielle Fox 

 
 
 
 

Danielle addressing the audience in the 
Ramsey Fellowship Center 

The Outreach Team welcomed Danielle 
Fox to the Ramsey Fellowship Center on 
Sunday, May 19, as part of the Earth 
Care Congregation Lecture Series. She is 
the Community Conservationist for 
Columbia, and spoke on “Building with Nature:  
Reducing Our Environmental Impact and Creating a 
More Resilient Columbia.” The importance of using 
native plants is essential since they are indigenous to 
Missouri, adapt to our environment, and support our 
native wildlife. The biodiversity of conservation is 
essential for building a resilient community and by 
motivating people to act for monarchs by planting 
milkweed, enabling them to survive. There have 
been multiple 3M Monarch Butterfly Habitat 
Restoration Projects created:  Gans Creek 
Recreation Area in 2017, Twin Lakes Park, 2016-
2017, and MKT Trail-will be planted December 
2019. 
Each of us could look into the CoMo Wild Yards 
Program, where volunteer habitat advisors will visit 
your property and develop a plan to convert your 
yard to a native backyard habitat.  There are various 
certification criteria to meet in order to be 
designated; Silver, Gold, and Platinum.  
Check out:  www.como.gov/sustainability/como-
wild-yards-program  
In addition, the City of Columbia has a weed 
ordinance with the implications of the code 
legalizing the use of native plants in residential and 
commercial landscaping. Property owners must still 
maintain their property.  
The Roadside Pollinator Program was established, 
where 88 acres of roadside, splitter islands, 
roundabouts, and medians were created, and lowered 
the cost of mowing. 
As a result of implementing these steps, many social 
and environmental benefits occurred impacting the 
conservation of our natural heritage, habitat, water 
quality and carbon sequestration. 
Danielle also presented a pet waste sign, which will 
be used near the lower church parking lot.  This area 
of concern was discovered by Max and Candi 
Thomson during the April Reach Out/Pick Up, when 
they began picking up trash, and discovered all the 
pet waste that had accumulated in the green space 
right across from the student apartments on the south 
side of the church. With this addition, it is hoped 
that the problem can be curbed. 
If you have further questions or desire to follow-up, 
please contact: Danielle Fox, Community 
Conservationist, City of Columbia, 573-441-5526, 
Danielle.Fox@CoMo.gov 

 

For every mile walked instead of 
driven, nearly one pound of 

pollution is kept out of the air. 

https://goo.gl/j7HYDa
https://goo.gl/yut3Ks
http://www.como.gov/sustainability/como-wild-yards-program
http://www.como.gov/sustainability/como-wild-yards-program
mailto:Danielle.Fox@CoMo.gov


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

First Fridays are back! Meet at Rose Music Hall at 
5:00 PM on June 7, July 5, and August 2. Come and 
listen to some good music and fellowship with others 

in the church! 

BOARD OF DEACON NEWS 

 

The Bible teaches us to enjoy life.  Be happy and give 
God thanks daily because He created us for a purpose. 
Laugh, have fun, smile and remember to enjoy. 
Cherish the small things. Count your blessings daily.   
Mother Teresa wrote: 

LIFE 
“Life is an opportunity, benefit from it. 

Life is a beauty, admire it. 
Life is bliss, taste it. 

Life is a dream, realize it. 
Life is a challenge, meet it. 
Life is a duty, complete it. 

Life is a game, play it. 
Life is costly, care for it. 
Life is wealth, keep it. 
Life is love, enjoy it. 

Life is mystery, know it. 
Life is a promise, fulfill it. 

Life is a song, sing it. 
Life is a struggle, accept it. 

Life is a tragedy, confront it. 
Life is an adventure, dare it. 

Life is luck, make it. 
Life is too precious, do not destroy it. 

Life is Life, fight for it!” 

 

Psalm 118:24  “This is the day that the Lord has made; 
let us rejoice and be glad in it.” 
 
 
 
Many members of our sister congregation, the Agape 
African Christian Fellowship, belong to the Mulenge (moo-
len-gee) people of South Kivu province in eastern Congo. 
The Mulenge are Tutsis and for the most part pastoralists 
who raise cattle. On the other hand, most residents of South 
Kivu are Hutu farmers. You may recall that conflict 
between Tutsis and Hutus in the neighboring countries of 
Rwanda and Burundi resulted in the genocide of millions of 
Tutsis and moderate Hutus in 1994. Political and ethnic 
strife spilled over into eastern Congo and has waxed and 
waned for the past quarter century. Many Agape Church 
members fled to refugee camps to escape the violence and 
were later granted asylum in the United States. 

 

In recent weeks, militias from Rwanda have killed Mulenge 
in South Kivu, stolen their cattle, and forced the Mulenge to 
flee into the cities. Cut off from their land and their 
livestock, many Mulenge are facing starvation. The First 
Presbyterian Session has authorized a special offering to be 
received on June 23 to provide emergency food aid for the 
Mulenge. The Session also calls on you to pray for peace 
and stability in eastern Congo, for that is the long-term 
solution to the crisis enveloping the Mulenge. 

 

A sack of grain costs $20 and can feed a family for many 
days. We invite you to give generously to this special 
offering on June 23, and to hold the Mulenge people before 
God in your prayers each and every day. 

 
 

Book Club will meet on June 18 
at 6:30 PM in the Chez to watch, 

A Man Called Ove 
Please bring snacks to share 

Who was the first person to teach you about 
Jesus? Who was the first person to show you 
how to honor God with your life? Pentecost is 
this Sunday, June 9. Please consider giving to 
this special offering. 40% of this offering will 

support PCHAS. 

Spring 2019 Sweater Project 
There were 49 sweaters which will eventually 
be included in “Operation Christmas Child”. 
Thank you to the knitters; Catherine Mayo, 
Lorri Wheeler, Anne Braisted, Donna Bell, 
Mona Ajans, Karen Lynn, and Mildred Brown. 
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Happy June
Birthday to… 

 
11 Shannon 
 Brodhacker 
12 Richard Douty 
 Kathie Jackson
 Gerri Kaufman 
 Lynne 
 Schwartze 
13 Ben Hanney 
14 Martha Hallsted 
 Jim Lynn 
 David Morris 
15 Midge 
 Pinkerton 
16 Katie Hanney 
17 Jason Gatz 
18 Andrew 
 Kinkade 
 Leni Brodhacker 
 Oliver Matteson 
19 Tessa Crawford 
 Bonnie Prather 
20 Dorothy 
 Anderson 
 Donna Bell 
21 Rick Baker 
 Kirsten Colston
 Diane Johnson 
 Audra West 
24 Chris Claunch 
 Charles 
 Crawford 
 Francis 
 Wambua 
26 Ginger Gillmore 
27 Harrison 
 McCrary 
 Dave Zanone 
28 Brooklyn 
 Mawhinney 
29 Ellen Dent 
 Ken Hammond 
 Steve Keller 
 Robert Hull 

Happy July
Birthday to… 

 
1 Kevin O’Brien 
2 Richard 
 Baumann 
 Phyllis 
 Crawford 
 Emily Reynolds 
5 Marty 
 Whitehead 
 Hap Whitney 
 Terra Clussman 
6 Mary Lyon 
 Mariette 
 Lovinger 
7 Courtney 
 Clemens 
 Brantley Turley 
 

FPC Music-Maker Spotlight—Kirsten Dunham 
 

 
 

Help provide a meal to those who are hungry in our community: 
Prepare food and serve at Loaves & Fishes 

 
Once a month, a group from FPC meets at Wilkes Blvd. Church to prepare 
and serve food to Columbia residents who are hungry.  YOU can put your 
faith into action and share God’s love with those in need by providing food 
and/or volunteering!  Please go to our website www.fpccolumbia.org, 
hover over the serve tab, then click on “Locally” to go to the page to sign 
up to serve and/or donate food.  Our next day to serve is June 27. 

 

Kirsten Dunham has been playing with the First Presbyterian 
Handbell Choir since August 2017. She enjoyed playing 
handbells at her church in St. Louis, and seized the opportunity 
to ring again when friends Brian and Chrissy McCartney alerted 
her that their church was looking for ringers. Kirsten had 
returned to her hometown, Columbia in 2012, to attend law 
school. She is an attorney at Mid-Missouri Legal Services. 
Kirsten appreciates the camaraderie of the handbell choir. She 
finds it therapeutic to set aside an hour a week to play music in 
the beautiful setting of the sanctuary with a lovely group of 
people who work hard, but also enjoy laughter and mutual 
support along the way. Kirsten and her husband Jeremy Turner 
have enjoyed the music, messages, and trivia nights at FPC. 

MU’s Phi Mu Alpha Concert in our beautiful 

Sanctuary on May 3. One of our scholarship 

choir singers, Lafe Arens (gold jacket), headed 

this amazing event. 

Fran Muench has joined the FPC staff as the new Financial 
Coordinator.  She has a background in operations management and 
financial services from her career at State Farm and Edward 
Jones.  Most recently, she served as Project Coordinator for a local 
nonprofit, Grade A Plus, Inc.  Fran is a graduate of William Woods 
University, and she earned her Chartered Financial Consultant 
designation from the American College of Financial Services.  Fran 
lives in Columbia with her husband, Jim.  They have a son and 
daughter who are young adults. Fran grew up in the Presbyterian 
church as a minister’s daughter.  She, her husband, and two children 
are all ordained Elders at Trinity Presbyterian. Fran enjoys gardening, 
fitness walking, reading, and singing soprano in the Trinity choir.    



 

 

2019-2020 Session Members 

 
 

May Stated Session Highlights 
 

Received new members into the fellowship of FPC: Bob and Angie Hull, Nancy Foote, Dickson Njoroge 
and Priscilla Mbuthia.  

Approved the April Treasurer’s Report. 
Approved the April 25, 2019 Stated Session Minutes. 
Approved the local portion of the Pentecost offering for PCHAS. 
Approved the following schedule for worship from September 1, 2019 through December 22, 2019. This 

will be re-evaluated at the end of the year. 9:30 The Offering, 10:30 Coffee Hour, 11:00 Traditional 
Worship. 

Approved hiring Fran Muench as Financial Coordinator. 
Approved a business card for Fran Muench. 
Removed Rev. Kathie Jackson’s name as an authorized signer on FPC accounts. 
Remove Brenda Kinkade’s name as an authorized signer on FPC accounts effective June 28, 2019. 
Add Fran Muench’s name as an authorized signer on FPC accounts effective June 3, 2019. 
Add Jon Ludwig’s name as an authorized signer on FPC accounts effective immediately. 
Approved hiring James O. Scott as evening/Sunday custodian. 
Adopted an email voting policy for Elders. 

Ministry Teams Chairperson or Co-Chairpersons 
  

Campus Ministry Kevin O’Brien (kobrienesq@gmail.com) 
Children and Families Stacy Summers (stacymsumm@aol.com) 

Board of Deacons Cindy Brodhacker (cjbrodhacker@socket.net) 
Mary Hoskins (llhoskins@mchsi.com) 

Finance Adam Dowling (adowling@engandwoods.com) 
David Wainwright (cdavidww@gmail.com) 

Member Involvement Kathy Lee (thursdayschild318@gmail.com) 

Mission Dale Metcalf (dmetcalf@houseofbrokers.com) 
Outreach Beth Boyce (eboyce4644@gmail.com) 
Personnel Ellen Dent (ellend0651@gmail.com) 

Kent Hopper (hopper.kent@gmail.com) 
Planning, Evaluation, Oversight Jim Lynn (jimlynnjr@gmail.com) 

Dave Zanone (davezanone@centurytel.net) 
Property Allan Moore (amoore@ms-app.com)  

Linda Landry (landryl@health.missouri.edu) 
Worship Richard Baumann (rbaumann@ccis.edu) 

Youth Jackie Gatz (gatz.jackie@gmail.com) 

The mission of  UKIRK is:  
Reaching, loving, and teaching college students  
so that they may be lifelong followers of Jesus.         

 
Visit their Facebook page: UKIRK CoMo to keep up on all 
things College Ministry. 

 
We ask that you keep UKIRK in your prayers, as we do our 
best to faithfully fulfill God's call to us to meet, love, and 

journey alongside the college students of this community. 
 

On behalf of all of our students, we would like to thank you, our FPC 
family, for your amazing outpouring of love and support shown to us 
with your contributions. In addition to our gratitude, we also extend to 
you one more request...that you continue to keep our students and this 
ministry in your daily prayers.  Thanks to you all! 

mailto:adowling@engandwoods.com
mailto:cdavidww@gmail.com
mailto:amoore@ms-app.com
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Gifts & Memorials  

 
Honor and Remember … Many 
people continue to make loving 
contributions to the Memorial Funds 
of First Presbyterian Church. These 
contributions, some quite large and 
some small, are used to purchase items for the 
church that may not be affordable otherwise. 
These items enhance church programs and 
facilities. Some recent contributions were used 
for: 

Creating the Education Endowment Fund 
Augmenting funds raised for Youth Mission 

Trips 
Adding On-Line audio and visual access to 

Sunday’s 9 am & 11 am services 
Updating the church grounds 

By making a memorial contribution – or a gift 
for any reason, you can honor someone’s 
memory and also benefit your church. If you 
have questions, please contact the church office 
or any of the members of the Gifts and 
Memorials Committee. Your gifts are greatly 
appreciated. 

 
 
 

June fiscal fitness 
 
Thank you to all those who joined us 
to celebrate the conclusion of our 
2016-2018 capital campaign this past 

Sunday following the combined summer worship 
service. What an accomplishment! The finance 
team certainly enjoyed the fellowship (and the cake 
and ice cream!) 
 
This three year campaign was the final of four 
sequential campaigns generating almost $5.5 
million dollars over 10 years to contribute to capital 
improvements for First Presbyterian Church.  All 
identified projects, with the exception of the 
HVAC project, are complete and paid in full. For 
those new to the church, this includes the Ramsey 
Fellowship Center, office space, roofing and 
tuckpointing.  
 
Finance team members continue to engage the 
Property Team, to develop a strategy for 
completing the repair of our HVAC system, the 
final deliverable of the campaign.  Factoring that all 
other projects that have been completed, the 
remaining capital campaign fund balance of 
$162,287.64 will be applied to this project. 
 
We will continue to keep the congregation 
apprised of the status of the HVAC project. In the 
interim, please take a moment this summer while at 
FPC to admire the beautiful space we have the joy 
to gather in each week. 

 

First Presbyterian Church  
Disciples Making a Difference 

Our Mission: Living our faith in Jesus Christ 

by… 

  

* Embracing all people 

      *Engaging all neighborhoods 

            * Encouraging each other 

                  * Empowering lives 

The Finance Ministry 
Team hosted the first 
summer reception to 

celebrate the conclusion 
of the latest capital 

campaign. 

Adam Dowling and 
David Wainwright 
fulfilling their cake-

cutting duties during 
the reception. 

 A new ramp has been installed on the top 
floor, just outside the EnCircle classrooms and 
Young Life office. We can now accommodate 
those with mobility needs. It looks very nice! 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

The Back Page 
By Marvin Lindsay 

 
 

  Our fourth capital campaign was a resounding success! You pledged $797,697 to the 2016–

18 campaign, and you gave $800,315. You made some extraordinary promises and more than kept them! 

Thank you. In addition to your pledges, we have received an extra $39,809 in unpledged gifts to this 

campaign.  

 Because you gave so generously, we were able to pay off the debt on the construction of the 

Ramsey Center and Welcome Center. We also re-roofed the south and east portions of the facility and 

repointed the church.  

 One major project is yet to be completed—replacing the heating and air conditioning system in the 

sanctuary. The Property Team retained a mechanical engineer as a consultant, and he estimated that the cost 

of replacing the HVAC system would be around $390,000. As of the end of April, there was a balance of 

$165,530 in the capital campaign fund. The good news is that the engineer believes that the current HVAC 

system is not in urgent need of replacement. In light of this information, the Session has decided not to 

replace the sanctuary HVAC system immediately. The balance of the capital campaign fund remains 

earmarked for this final project.  

 In the Old Testament book of Haggai, the Lord challenges the exiles who have returned home to 

Jerusalem to restore the temple to its former splendor. If you do, said the Lord, you will prosper. We trust 

that you have been blessed by God even as your gifts have been a blessing for God’s house.  

 Because of your generous giving, First Presbyterian Church is a place of beauty dedicated to the 
glory of God. 16 Hitt Street is a place of hospitality and welcome, where we can embrace all people, 
encourage each other, and empower lives. It is also a place from which we can engage all neighborhoods. 

May FPC continue to be one of God’s mission outposts, from which love, holiness, and justice will go into 
the world.  

The new PW officers for 2019-2020.; 
Ann Bouchard, Bonnie Mullen, Deb 
Olson, Mary Hoskins, and Ellen 
Dent (not pictured, Kim Fennewald).  

PW Honorary Lifetime 

Members Julie Cramer 

& Bonnie Mullen 

PW Horizons Bible Study Leader Workshop, Love Carved in Stone: A Fresh Look at the Ten 
Commandments, featuring author Rev. Eugenia Gamble, will be Saturday, August 17, 2019 from 

9 AM—3 PM at the Village Presbyterian Church, Fellowship Hall, 6641 Mission Rd. Prairie Village, KS. The 

cost is $20 which includes a continental breakfast and a light lunch. Please register by July 15. For any 

questions or to register, please call Sunni Battin in Adult Ministries at 913-671-2333 
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First Presbyterian Church 
16 Hitt Street 
Columbia, MO 65201 

 

Senior Pastor 
     Marvin Lindsay 
 
Minister of Pastoral Care 
     Ginny Barnes 
 
Director of Campus Ministries and 
Contemporary Worship 
     Preston Turley 
 
Director of Christian Formation  
     Jon Ludwig 
 
Financial Coordinator 
     Brenda Kinkade 
 
Executive Administrative Assistant 
     Nancy Foote 
 
Custodian 
     Tony Hayes    
 
Assistant Custodian 
     James Scott 
 
Organist 
     Michael Bancroft 
 
Adult Choir/Handbell Director 
     Jordan Walker 
 
Pastor Emeritus   
     Richard J. Ramsey 

 Sunday Mornings at FPC: 
Worship at 9:00 & 11:00  a.m.   

  

Church office hours: 
   9:00 a.m.- 4:30 p.m.         (Monday - Friday) 

 

Church phone numbers: 
  Office: (573) 442-1164           Fax: (573) 442-7161 

  

E-mail: office@fpccolumbia.org                 Web site: www.fpccolumbia.org 
 

 

   Find us on Facebook—First Presbyterian Church, UKIRK, 
                                            Presbyterian Women, and MOPS 
  

 The next Epistle will be available on July 11, 2019.  
If you have not given your email address to the church office, please do so 
as soon as possible to continue to receive news from First Pres! 
 
To receive The Epistle and @First by email, visit our website at 
www.fpccolumbia.org.  
 
Don’t forget about the church’s online calendar at our website: 
www.fpccolumbia.org.  
 

Sunday sermons are available online.. Please visit www.fpccolumbia.org.  
 

 
         Ministers  -  All Christians 


