
 

 

February 4, 2021 

 
 

of First Presbyterian Church 

In this issue 

 

~  Souper Bowl of Caring 
    Virtual Drive 

 
 

~  Youth Game Night  

 
 

 

~  Nominations for 
    leadership at FPC  

 
 
 

 

… and much, much more. 

 

Read about it TODAY! 

  Well, 2020 sure got a lot of flak, but to be 

honest, so far, 2021 looks like 2020 with a new 

shade of make-up.  There has been some good 

news, particularly in the area of vaccine rollout 

providing some relief from the pandemic.  Howev-

er, in the first week of this new year, it became 

clear that the frustrations of 2020 did not disappear 

with the hanging of a new calendar.  In that week, 

our country saw a violent, terrifying display in our 

nation’s capital that shook us deeply.  Our church 

leadership was in communication even while the 

events of that day were unfolding, trying to figure 

out how best to respond. 
 

 What we learned from that moment was that 

when things are truly out of our control there are 

two options:  Be anxious or be still.  As we look to 

Scripture for guidance, the choice is clear.  God 

speaks to us through his world and simply says “Be 

still and know that I am God”.  To obey this, we 

must resist both anxiety and our own propensity 

towards behaving like we ourselves are God.   

  

 Do you make room for stillness in your life?  

As I write this, I confess that I am not great at it.  

Even the times when I get a break from being a 

minister, a national board member, a dad of three, 

and a homeowner, I often fill that downtime with 

noise from television, audiobooks, or mindless 

scrolling on my phone.  I wonder what might happen 

if we all were intentionally still?  If we took a walk 

without those earbuds.  If instead of sweating over 

every detail of every day, we built in a few moments 

to sit in a comfortable chair, to rest our eyes and our 

minds, and just be grateful to exist and acknowledge 

in a moment of prayer that “He is God”.  What 

might that do to change our perspective on the good 

and the bad that are bound to come our way, no mat-

ter what the calendar says?   
 

 We’re one month into 2021.  Will you be 

anxious or still?  Will you try and do and be and fix 

everything, or, will you acknowledge that He is 

God?  We are here to walk this year and many more 

to come with you, church.  Let’s all pledge to more 

stillness as we do. 
 

In Christ, 

Preston 

 On September 17, the Session voted not to resume on-site worship until Boone County's COVID-19 status is "green" 
according to the website Covid Act Now (covidactnow.org). As of Thursday, February 4, Boone County's status is red. 
The church facilities are still available for small group (<10), church-related activities. Until the virus is contained, 
worship with us online! You can watch our live-stream online worship at our YouTube channel at 10:00 AM. To find 
us on YouTube, go to https://www.youtube.com/fpccolumbia. When the service is complete, it will be archived and 
stored on our YouTube channel and uploaded to our web site and Facebook and Twitter accounts for later viewing. You 
can keep track of our Covid Act Now status by visiting the worship page at our website: https://www.fpccolumbia.org/
worship 

 

Church office hours are Mondays 9:00 am-noon, and by appointment. 

Anyone entering the building should wear a mask, maintain a 6' distance from other people, 

and be healthy. We are still "Disciples Making a Difference". Find us at fpccolumbia.org. 

covidactnow.org
https://www.youtube.com/fpccolumbia
https://www.fpccolumbia.org/worship
https://www.fpccolumbia.org/worship
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Thank you! 
Moving 500 miles to a new city--that we'd only visited 
thrice--in the winter, right after the holidays, mid-
pandemic is an ever bigger task than we had estimated. 
However, dear friends, your notes, emails, phone calls, 
socially-distanced office visits, and patient-but-excited 
sharing of your suggestions, ideas, needs, and hopes 
was exactly what we needed. We are thankful for a 
community that is full of love and hope, and we're 
honored to be a new part of First Presbyterian Church 
and Columbia! If we missed thanking you personally 
for how you chipped in to welcome us, please know it 
was a clerical error; we're deeply grateful for each of 
you.  

 

Blessed to be surrounded by your love (and a shrinking 
stack of moving boxes),  
Rev. Jon & Bobby 

 

You are invited to watch the live-stream of the 
funeral for Clarence "Bud" Brixey, this Saturday, 
February 6 at 2:00 pm. Go to https://
www.youtube.com/fpccolumbia 

Once Upon A Winter Day 

By: Liza Woodruff 

Join our Children’s Facebook page 

to hear this winter story read aloud.  

Next Youth Zoom Check In 

Tuesday, February 16th @ 7 pm 

How can we be expected to love all? 

 

 

 
  

FPC’s Souper Bowl of 
Caring Virtual Drive 

(Benefitting the Food Bank for 
Central & Northeast Missouri) 

January 28th – February 9th 
Below is the link to our 

specific event! 
 
 

https://map.tacklehunger.org/donate/fpccolumbia 
*You may also send a check to the church made out 
to the Food Bank of Central & Northeast Missouri 

and it will get added to our drive total! 
 

 

Youth Game Night 

Sunday, February 21st 5-7 PM 

 

(PARTICIPATION LINK WILL BE RESENT NEXT WEEK) 

 Do you have a new address, phone 
number, or email address? Please let 

the church office know so we can 
continue to communicate with you! 

https://www.youtube.com/fpccolumbia
https://www.youtube.com/fpccolumbia
https://map.tacklehunger.org/donate/fpccolumbia


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Nominating Committee would like your input as it begins to discern prayerfully whom God is 
calling to servant leadership at First Presbyterian. Linda Landry chairs the Committee; Ruth 
Thompson is the Deacon representative on the Committee. Other members include Max Thomson, 
Kay Metcalf, and Cindy Brodhacker.   

This year we need five elders, seven deacons for the class of 2024, one deacon to fill a vacancy in 
the class of 2023, and one person to serve in the Nominating Committee's class of 2024.  
 

Here is the description of the offices of ruling elder and deacon found in the 
Book of Order:  
 

 

  G-2.0201 Deacon Defined 
 

The ministry of deacon as set forth in Scripture is one of compassion, witness, and service, sharing 
in the redeeming love of Jesus Christ for the poor, the hungry, the sick, the lost, the friendless, the 
oppressed, those burdened by unjust policies or structures, or anyone in distress. Persons of spiritual 
character, honest repute, exemplary lives, brotherly and sisterly love, sincere compassion, and 
sound judgment should be chosen for this ministry. 
 

G-2.0301 Ruling Elder Defined 

As there were in Old Testament times elders for the government of the people, so the New 
Testament church provided persons with particular gifts to share in discernment of God’s Spirit and 
governance of God’s people. Accordingly, congregations should elect persons of wisdom and 
maturity of faith, having demonstrated skills in leadership and being compassionate in spirit. Ruling 
elders are so named not because they “lord it over” the congregation (Matt. 20:25), but because they 
are chosen by the congregation to discern and measure its fidelity to the Word of God, and to 
strengthen and nurture its faith and life. Ruling elders, together with teaching elders, exercise 
leadership, government, spiritual discernment, and discipline and have responsibilities for the life of 
a congregation as well as the whole church, including ecumenical relationships. When elected by 
the congregation, they shall serve faithfully as members of the session. When elected as 
commissioners to higher councils, ruling elders participate and vote with the same authority as 
teaching elders, and they are eligible for any office. 
 

Please use this Google Form to submit names for consideration to the Nominating Committee: 
https://forms.gle/1JbczyqrTPpVgb5R7 

 

https://forms.gle/1JbczyqrTPpVgb5R7
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Happy February 
Birthday to… 
 

8 Caroline Gatz 
 Karen Lynn 
 Ray Turner 
11 Ken Rall 
12 Kent Hopper 
 Thomas 
 McCartney 
 Herb Willbrand 
13 Donald 
 Gerhardt 
14 Tamara 
 Strahan 
15 Ann Bouchard 
 Jim Wood 
16 Maxine Branson 
17 Gene Alberts 
 Carrie Burns 
18 Blake Clifton 
 Gene Wheeler 
19 Michael 
 Bancroft 
 Owen Himmel 
 Abihail Kibunja 
20 Brenda Zanone 
21 Nicholas White 
22 Ben Bowers 
23 Erma Brown 
24 Garth Glover 
 Joseph 
 Montgomery 
 Betty Moss 
25 Virginia 
 Itschner 
27 Jess 
 Brodhacker 
 Trish Hander 
28 Wayne McCoy 
29 Matt Burns 

 
Happy March 
Birthday to... 
 
3 Judy Hinson 
 Mark Kollias 
 Christine Marks 
 Kathy 
 Montgomery 
4 Jackie Gatz
 Patrick Talbot

FISCAL FITNESS 

 

 Based on the recommendation from the Finance Mission Team (FMT), 
 Session approved a financial budget of $807,292 for 2021 at its January 
 meeting. The original Asking Expense Budget was $862,524.  As of late 

January, pledges for 2021 were $604,706 from 135 pledging units, which resulted in a 
shortfall of approximately $120,000 in reaching a proposed balanced budget. 
 

The Finance Ministry Team (FMT) held several meetings in January to discuss and 
modify the original Asking Expense Budget of $835,000, so as to achieve a balanced 
budget for 2021, yet still maintain funding for all ministry programs. 

 

The FMT reached a balanced budget of $807,292 by implementing three strategies:  1.  
Asking each ministry team to reduce its proposed expenses which resulted in 
approximately $31,500 in expense reductions; 2.  Supplementing several ministry team 
line items with approximately $22,500 of restricted funds, instead of using 2021 
operating funds; and 3.  Utilizing approximately $36,600 of operating reserve funds as 
2021 income. 
 

The 2021 operating income includes pledges of $604,706, miscellaneous income sources 
(parking lot rent, loose offerings, estimated non-pledged income, investment income, 
etc.), 2020 carry-over operating funds of $68,000, and $36,600 of operating reserve 
funds.  A copy of the 2021 budget showing proposed income and expense details is 
available from the church office. 

Confirmation Session #10 

“Will you devote yourself to the breaking of bread?” 

 
 

Even though we're apart, let's get together and worship! 
Every Thursday you can log onto the First Presbyterian 
Church Facebook page 
https:www.facebook.comfpccolumbia/ and join worship 
leader Preston Turley as he leads in song and shares from 
the Psalms. We hope this short service of music and 
scripture can be a source of connection, clarity, and 
worship for you during this strange season.   

 

To log on, just check our Facebook page https://
www.facebook.com/fpccolumbia/ every Thursday, select 
"Videos" and you'll find it right there. 

 

 Let's worship! 
 Preston 

Weekday Worship 

https:www.facebook.comfpccolumbia/
https://www.facebook.com/fpccolumbia/
https://www.facebook.com/fpccolumbia/


 

 

Outreach Team 

“The universe is always speaking to us. 
Sending us little messages, causing coin-
cidences and serendipities, reminding us 

to stop, to look around, to believe in 
something else, something more.” 

     - Nancy Thayer 

 
 

Amanda Gorman presented “The Hill We Climb” at 
2021 Presidential Inauguration. Click this link to read 
her poem “The Hill We Climb” 
 

New Year Resolutions are good to make and car-
ryout.  Addie Fisher in her Old New World Blog 
cited several Family New Year Resolutions to Go 
Green in 2021.  Here are just a few that could be in-
corporated from her appearance in Weekend Re-
charge on January 17, 2021: 

 

1-Switch to Solar/Wind Energy 
2-Compost regularly and plant a garden in your 
backyard 
3-Follow meat free meals during the week 
4-Reuse items by mending them 
5-Invest in beauty products that have reusable 
cases 

 

Long lasting resolutions and impact are taken one 
step at a time.  Living sustainably is a journey not a 
final destination.  Every small change does matter. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 

 
• 

•  

• 

• 

 

 

Lent 2021: Again and Again 

 Sometimes it seems like life is just one blasted 
thing after another. The Good News is that God meets 
us again and again in the wearying chaos of our lives. 
God meets us to assure us there is more to the story. 
God forgives us, invites us to turn from sin, and calls 
us to trust that beyond the grave there is resurrection. 
Death, failure, and futility do not have the last word. 
Life, healing, and reconciliation do!  
 Worship with us this Lenten season. We will 
begin our Lenten journey on Ash Wednesday, Febru-
ary 17, at 7:00 PM with an interactive online worship 
service. This service will be interactive. We will lead 
you through some at-home activities that will invite 
you to reflect on the difficulties we’re experiencing 
right now, and also on your hopes and dreams for the 
future.  
 Here is the complete worship schedule for the 
month of February:  
February 7: Action and Contemplation, a sermon on 
Mark 1:29-39. 
February 14: Transfiguration Sunday. The service 
will focus on Mark 9:2–9. 
February 17, 7:00 PM: Ash Wednesday.  
February 21: First Sunday in Lent. Again and Again, 
God Meets Us.  
February 28: Second Sunday in Lent. Again and 
Again, We Are Called to Listen. 
 

  
COVID-19 Vaccination Registration 

 
If you have not been vaccinated for COVID-19, be 
aware that you can register for a vaccination though 
the Columbia-Boone County Health Department and 
MU Health. Registration involves taking a short sur-
vey. For more information and for links to the surveys, 
go to these two websites:  
 
https://www.como.gov/covidvaccine/ 
 
https://www.muhealth.org/conditions-treatments/
coronavirus/vaccine 
 
 

file:///C:/Users/First Presbyterian/Documents/The Hill We Climb - Amanda Gorman.pdf
file:///C:/Users/First Presbyterian/Documents/The Hill We Climb - Amanda Gorman.pdf
https://www.mupresbytery.org/comfort-my-people
https://www.como.gov/covidvaccine/
https://www.muhealth.org/conditions-treatments/coronavirus/vaccine
https://www.muhealth.org/conditions-treatments/coronavirus/vaccine
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Our February 
Mission Project and 
Packet Pick up was 

fun for all. 
Making homemade 
valentines that will 
soon be mailed was 

a highlight! 

Look what was in the FPC parking lot 

this week —the Oscar Meyer 

Weinermobile! A bright spot in the 

middle of winter! 

Gifts & Memorials 

 

 Making Plans for the New Year?  

 

 In addition to fulfilling your  
 stewardship pledge to support the 
 church’s programs in 2021, please 
 know that you can contribute to the 
 future life of the church with a gift to 
 one of FPC’s endowment funds at any 

time.  Also, please take time to review the 
expansion of the CARES Act’s tax incentives for 
charitable contributions in 2021.  

 

A financial gift designated to one or more of the 
church’s existing endowment funds will help 
support our future ministry.  If your passion is 
with maintaining our presence at 16 Hitt Street, 
consider making a gift to the Capital Endowment 
Fund.  If you cherish the Youth of our 
congregation, consider a gift to the Earl & Ruth 
Kroth Scholarship Fund.  To support the 
community’s college students through U-KIRK, 
consider a gift to the Campus Ministry Fund.  To 
foster programs that promote the spiritual 
development of all God’s children, consider a gift 
to the Education Endowment Fund. 

 

Just as we have a deep sense of gratitude to those 
who had the foresight to create these endowments 
and to those who gave generously before us, so 
will your gifts to the future be appreciated by 
those who follow us.  Contact the church office 
(442-1164) for more information on making a gift 
to the church’s endowment funds.  Ask your 
financial planner and tax adviser for advice on 
how you can best use your resources to fund a gift.  
Thank you for reviewing your plans for 2021. 

Saturday Café 

 

Saturday Café is served here at FPC every Saturday 
in Jan. & Feb. We need two volunteers in the kitchen 
from 6:30 am to approximately 7:45 am each 
Saturday. Volunteers will be warming the breakfast 
sandwiches, putting them into individual containers, 
sacking the rest of the food into "to-go" bags, and 
placing the sacks on a table or cart outside the Hitt 
St. doors. Once the guests have arrived in their bus, 
the driver will take sacks to be delivered to the 
Eastwood Motel, and the table will be returned to the 
Welcome Center. To volunteer or donate food, go to 
https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/805054ba4ad2ca64-donate 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/805054ba4ad2ca64-donate
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/805054ba4ad2ca64-donate


 

 

2020-2021 Session MembersJanuary  

 
2021 Session Meeting Notes 

 

• Approved the Treasurer’s Report 

• Approved the minutes of the Stated Session Meeting of December 17, 2020 as amended 

• Approved the 2021 Operating Budget 

• Approved Sarah Grim as FPC Commissioner to MUP Meeting in February 

• Approved Linda Landry as Chair of the Nominating Committee 

• Approved a Session Retreat for February 20, 2021 

• Approved the Matters of Record 

Ministry Teams Elder Liaison 

Campus Ministry Kent Hopper (hopper.kent@gmail.com) 

Children & Families Brian McCartney (bmccartney@brydonlaw.com) 
Emily Reynolds (miss.emily@gmail.com) 

Finance David Wainwright (cdavidww@gmail.com) 
Tom Smith (tsmithdds@gmail.com) 

Member Involvement Kathy Lee (thursdayschild318@gmail.com) 

Mission Elaine Blodgett (elaineblodgett@gmail.com) 

Outreach Vacant 

Personnel Ellen Dent (ellend0906@gmail.com) 

Planning, Evaluation, & Oversight Eric Cunningham (ericcunningham75@gmail.com) 

Property Allan Moore (amoore@ms-app.com) 
Linda Landry (landryl@health.missouri.edu) 

Stewardship Sub-Committee Sarah Grim (mbbpsa1000@gmail.com) 

Worship Richard Baumann (rbaumann@ccis.edu) 
Garrick West (22gw01@stu.cpsk12.org) 

Youth Burke McCray (BMcCray@cpsk12.org) 

First Presbyterian Church  
Disciples Making a Difference 

 

Our Mission: Living our faith in Jesus Christ 
by… 

 
 

* Embracing all people 
      *Engaging all neighborhoods 
            * Encouraging each other 
                  * Empowering lives 

mailto:hopper.kent@gmail.com
mailto:bmccartney@brydonlaw.com
mailto:miss.emily@gmail.com
mailto:cdavidww@gmail.com
mailto:tsmithdds@gmail.com
mailto:thursdayschild318@gmail.com
mailto:elaineblodgett@gmail.com
mailto:ellend0906@gmail.com
mailto:ericcunningham75@gmail.com
mailto:amoore@ms-app.com
mailto:landryl@health.missouri.edu
mailto:mbbpsa1000@gmail.com
mailto:rbaumann@ccis.edu
mailto:22gw01@stu.cpsk12.org
mailto:BMcCray@cpsk12.org?subject=BMcCray@cpsk12.org
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First Presbyterian Church 
16 Hitt Street 
Columbia, MO 65201 

 

 
Senior Pastor 
     Marvin Lindsay 

 

Associate Pastor 
     Jon Reinink 

 

Director of Campus Ministries 
and Contemporary Worship 
     Preston Turley 

 

Director of Youth and Children’s 
Ministry 
     Audra West 

 

Financial Coordinator 
     Fran Muench 

 

Executive Administrative 
Assistant 
     Nancy Foote 

 

Custodian 
     Tony Hayes 

 

Assistant Custodian 
     James Scott 

 

Organist 
     Michael Bancroft 

 

Adult Choir/Handbell Director 
     Jordan Walker 
 
Pastor Emeritus   
     Richard J. Ramsey 

 Sunday Mornings at FPC:  You can watch our live-stream online worship at our 
YouTube channel at 10:00 AM. To find us on YouTube, go to https://

www.youtube.com/fpccolumbia . We will resume on-site worship when Boone 
County, Missouri's COVID-19 status is "green" according to the website Covid 

Act Now (covidactnow.org).  

  

Church office hours: Mondays 9:00 am-noon & by appointment 

Church phone numbers: 
  Office: (573) 442-1164           Fax: (573) 442-7161 

  

E-mail: office@fpccolumbia.org               Web site: www.fpccolumbia.org 

 

   Find us on Facebook—First Presbyterian Church, UKIRK, Presbyterian 
   Women, and MOPS 

  

The next Epistle will be available on March 4, 2021.  
If you have not given your email address to the church office, please do so 
as soon as possible to continue to receive news from FPC! 

 

To receive The Epistle and @First by email, visit our website at 
www.fpccolumbia.org.  

 

Don’t forget about the church’s online calendar at our website: 
www.fpccolumbia.org.  

 

Sunday sermons are available online.. Please visit 
www.fpccolumbia.org.  

 
 

         Ministers  -  All Christians 

https://www.youtube.com/fpccolumbia
https://www.youtube.com/fpccolumbia
covidactnow.org
mailto:office@fpccolumbia.org
fpccolumbia.org
fpccolumbia.org
fpccolumbia.org
fpccolumbia.org

