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Read about it TODAY! 

 This is a little talk I gave to MOPS 
(Mothers of Preschoolers) on December 3, and 
I’d like to share it with you, too: 

“In those days Mary set out and went with 
haste to a Judean town in the hill country, where 
she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted 
Elizabeth.” Luke 1:39–40.  

I’m struck by the words “with haste” in 
this sentence. Can you see her, pregnant with the 
Son of God, tearing out the front door of her 
house, saddling a donkey, and riding off in a 
cloud of dust to visit her cousin? In fact, there 
was much rushing about at the time of Jesus’s 
birth. After the angels appeared to the shep-
herds, they made a hasty departure to see the 
newborn savior.  

We do nothing without haste. Every 
morning we rush to get the kids dressed and fed 
and off to school. Then we plow through more 
work than is humanly possible to complete dur-
ing the day. Afterward we rush to get the chil-
dren to soccer or piano practice, dash through 
the to-go line for some fast food dinner, collapse 
when the kids are in bed, and veg-out to whatev-
er’s on the screen. In December our lives become 
even more frenzied. Christmas parties, family 
reunions, shopping sprees—you name it! 

But the words “with haste” in the Christ-
mas story need to be balanced by another word 
that is even more prominent in Mary’s life—
ponder. This is a slow word, not a fast word. 
When the angel Gabriel said to Mary, 
“Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you,” 
Mary pondered what sort of greeting this might 
be. She must have known her Bible well enough 
to know that when God singles out people for a 
special task, they’re likely in for a bumpy ride! 
After the shepherds dashed off from the stable to 
tell everyone in earshot that the Messiah had 
been born, Mary pondered the meaning of the 
events of Christmas. Years later, when Mary 
and Joseph took their son up to Jerusalem to cel-
ebrate the Passover festival, Jesus remained be-
hind when they returned home. He wanted to 
discuss the Law of God with the Jewish elders. It 

took Mary and Joseph three days to locate their 
missing boy. When they found him, they scolded 
him, but he replied, “Didn’t you know I had to be 
in my Father’s house?” Mary pondered what it all 
meant.  

Mary took time to reflect on the events 
unfolding in her life. As a result, Mary didn’t 
merely react to whatever life happened to throw 
at her. She acted purposefully and thoughtfully. 
Those habits of reflection and purposeful action 
won her a place at the key moments in the history 
of salvation: the entry into the world of the Son of 
God, his taking away the sins of the world on the 
cross, and the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on 
the disciples after Jesus’s resurrection. Christ-
mas, Good Friday, and Pentecost: Mary was the 
only person present at all three.  

In the midst of a hectic holiday season, 
take some time to ponder and reflect on God’s 
will for your life, and how God is at work in the 
lives of those you love the most. If you’re in a 
slow checkout line, then receive that as an oppor-
tunity to slow down and ponder. At night, close 
your laptop a little early, turn the TV off before 
you go to sleep to it, or put your phone away for a 
while, and take some time to be quiet and to re-
flect on where God is leading you. If you’re near 
downtown, remember that our church is open 
from 9:00 AM to 4:30 PM weekdays and often in 
the evenings. Slip into the sanctuary and drink up 
the peace and quiet. And your life will be one of 
purposeful action. You will be a disciple making a 
difference this Christmas.  

Marvin 
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Good News!  Once again, our congregation has 
given generously to two special offerings of 
Presbyterian Women and PC (USA).  On October 6, 
the church contributed $1,114 toward the Peace and 
Global Witness Offering, and on November 24 
donated $765 toward the PW Thank Offering.  

THANK YOU for your generosity! 
 

Socks for Lakota 
Success! 566 pairs of socks were sent to the 
Crazy Horse School in South Dakota. Thank you 
for your generous giving to warm the feet of the 
Lakota children served by the Youth 2019 
Mission Trip. 

 

Saturday Café begins this Saturday with the 
Korean church serving for the month of December. 
Donations of food may be placed in the freezer for 
Saturday Café in the kitchen. Please mark 
appropriately.  Sign-Up Genius is ready for our 
congregation to sign up for the months of January 
and February. We thank you for embracing all 
people during these cold winter months. Encourage 
each other to help in this ministry. 
 
Loaves and Fishes has a pantry full of food for serving 
this month but we need servers. The day after 
Christmas we can share the holiday spirit by engaging 
with our neighbors serving food to those in need in 
our community. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Seeking volunteers that love people and numbers! 

 
The MU Family Impact Center is seeking Volunteers 
for the VITA program in Columbia.  The VITA 
program, sponsored by the IRS, provides free tax 
returns for low to moderate income families through 
volunteer preparation.  An informational Session will 
be held at the MU Family Impact Center on 
December 2, 2019 at 9:00A and another at 3:00P. 
The sessions will be 30 minutes with question and 
answer at the end.  The Family Impact Center is 
located at 105 E. Ash Street, Columbia, MO.  For 
more information you can call 573-882-2428. 
 

Good news—live-streaming of our services is now 
working again! 

While the United States celebrates 
the holidays, Americans produce an 
additional 5 million tons of waste 
(four million of the 5 million tons 
consisting of wrapping paper and 
shopping bags.) 
 
The Outreach Team has watched the first two parts of 
“The What Is Hospitality?” video which was 
recommended by The Effective Church Group 
Consultant’s Report by Bill Tenney-Brittian.  It focused 
on making visitors welcome and comfortable.  In just the 
first three minutes, visitors can be turned off when they 
come with expectations seeking a level of comfort.  
Often, new people don’t return because hospitality needs 
are not met.  Greeters, ushers, nursery workers and 
detailed parking options can help make them feel 
included.  The Team will continue watching the various 
hospitality video segments in future meetings. 
 
A big thank you to the congregation for supporting the 
Earth Care Congregation Program in 2019 whether it was 
helping with the “Picking Up/Reaching Out” Sundays, 
recycling paper from church bulletins, caring for the 
gardens surrounding our church, attending the City of 
Columbia Sustainability Presentation by Danielle Fox or 
by sampling “The Salt of the Earth” refreshments 
provided by the Outreach Team at the September Heart 
of America Marathon.  

 
 
 
 
 
  Participants in the 
  November “Picking 
  Up/Reaching Out” 
  event  
 
 
 
 

We are seeking wild flower seeds, plants or donations 
for our native grass strip we are developing along the 
south/Locust Street sidewalk.  This area will not be 
planted until next spring but we are in the seed 
acquisition stage.  If you have some native type flowers 
in your yard and you would like to harvest some seeds 
and bring to the office it would be great.  Just put them 
in a bag and label the type.  See Allan Moore or Linda 
Landry if you have questions.   

Thanks, The Property Team 
 
There will be a reception 
honoring Harlan Lynn and his 
over 40 years serving FPC as 
our sound engineer, on 
December 22 between services. 
Harlan will be stepping down 
at the end of the year. We will 
miss him but we are extremely 
grateful all he’s done for us! There will be a basket for 
cards if you would like to show Harlan your 
appreciation. 

 
 

Book Club will meet on Dec. 
16th at 6:00 PM at Coley’s to 

discuss the book, 
The Prayer Box 
By Lisa Wingate 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

BOARD OF DEACON NEWS 
 

The Welcome Center at First Presbyterian Church was sparkling on the evening of December first as we welcomed the 
Coyote Hill families for the annual Christmas event!  What fun it was to share an evening of fellowship, a good meal and 
crafts with them.   What an awesome way to welcome the season of Advent!  We are thankful to the Coyote Hill staff for 
sharing their families with us!   
 
 Every time a hand reaches out to help another……. 

 that is Christmas! 
Every time someone puts anger aside and strives for understanding… 
 that is Christmas. 
Every time people forget their differences and realize their love for each other….. 
 that is Christmas! 
May this Christmas bring us closer to the spirit of human understanding, closer to the blessing of peace! 
        (Author Unknown) 
The gift of love.  The gift of peace.  The gift of happiness.  May all these be yours at Christmas.  Merry Christmas 

to you from your Board of Deacons! 
 

We will be collecting the Christmas Joy Special Offering on December 22. 50% of your 

gifts make it possible for students to learn and grow in faith at Presbyterian-related 

schools and colleges equipping communities of color. 50% of your gifts assists current 

and retired church workers and their families with critical financial needs. 

 

On a small, but bright blue colored cart in the main lobby of our church, lie books of fiction 
and non fiction.  Some are on religion to educate and some to provide an opinion or challenge 
you on what faith is. One of the latest is by former US Senator and Minister John Danforth, 
titled The Relevance of Religion (How faithful people can change politics)...interesting. Good 
fiction can be found too. Most are donated by members. Stop by, take a look and even check a 
book out to take home. Just read and return for others to enjoy. 
 

On Sunday, November 17th, a custom-made Baptismal Bowl and Pitcher Set, designed and crafted by Nicole 
Staab, was dedicated during “The Offering” Service.  For members who were unable to attend, Nicole would like 
to share with all members of First Presbyterian Church her design concept and spiritual meaning of her artistic 
creation.  In addition, she would like to thank the ministry team which commissioned this liturgical baptismal set 
for “The Offering” specifically, and in her words “to give back to the church”.  For those who would like to 
express their gratitude or to learn more about the ‘mosaic’ process, please contact Nicole at:  https://
www.marigoldmosaics.com. 

“Growing up at First Presbyterian as the eldest daughter of the Hopper clan (members Kent 
and Christi Hopper), many Sundays I sat in awe of the beautiful mosaic in the sanctuary.  I 
wanted to pay homage to my inspiration so I incorporated the yellows and blues I would get 
lost in from my youth. 

I wanted to create a design that would be able to give the congregation one experience, 
while giving the family of the baptized their own, more intimate experience. 

The brick pattern symbolizes the importance of a strong foundation.  Having that brick 
foundation swirl around the bowl and pitcher symbolizes the fluidity of the water.  The 
divine life, grace and the covenant. 

Looking into the interior of the bowl the family will be able to see a dove, a beautiful representation of the Holy 
Spirit, while the congregation will be able to share that experience as the pitcher is raised. 

Finally, the light represents the receiving of the light of Christ through baptism”. 

 

https://www.marigoldmosaics.com/
https://www.marigoldmosaics.com/
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Happy December
Birthday to… 

 
9 Joseoh Rizzo 
 Audrey 
 Shively 
 Brian 
 Wilbanks 
10 Katherine 
 Hammond 
 Donald Waller 
11 James French 
 Sarah Grim 
13 Paul Mehrle 
14 Rita Allen 
15 Bill Jessop 
 Hannah 
 Thomas 
17 Larry Berres 
 Morgan Burns 
18 Leah Smith 
19 Debbie Glover 
 Bonnie 
 Hammond 
20 Sarah 
 Giessmann 
21 Brian Rysdam 
22 Conrad 
 Lovinger 
23 Brian Hansel 
 Shirley 
 Reeder 
 Gordon Sharp 
25 Gail McCray 
26 Carole Martin 
 Sonia Toland 
27 Wendy 
 Crawford 
 Rick Means 
 Matt Rysdam 
 Will Rysdam 
29 Anna Gramke 
 Stacy Peters 

 

Happy January
Birthday to… 

 
3 Elizabeth 
 Crawford 
 Eric 
 Cunningham 
4 Ryan Hallsted 
5 Diana Hatfield 
6 Delilah 
 Giessmann 
7 Jess Newkirk 
9 Carol Miller 
 Kyle Zanone 

FPC Youth White Elephant Gift Exchange 
When: 5-7 pm, Sunday, December 8th, 2019 
Where: FPC Ramsey Fellowship Center 
What: Bring a wrapped gift to exchange with the other youth.  You will all draw 

numbers for the order that you get to choose a gift or steal a gift from someone 
else. Who knows what you will end up with?  Please don’t spend more than $10 
on the gift that you bring.  The meal will be provided by Angie and Bob Hull.  
Don’t forget to wear festive clothing, including an ugly sweater that you might 
have. 

 
 

 

First Presbyterian Church  
Disciples Making a Difference 

Our Mission: Living our faith in Jesus Christ 

by… 

  

* Embracing all people 

      *Engaging all neighborhoods 

            * Encouraging each other 

                  * Empowering lives 

Help provide a meal to those who are hungry in our community: 

Prepare food and serve at Loaves & Fishes 

 

Once a month, a group from FPC meets at Wilkes Blvd. Methodist Church to 
serve food to Columbia residents who are hungry.  YOU can put your faith 
into action and share God’s love with those in need by providing the poster 
requested item each month and/or volunteering to serve! To sign up, visit 
our website, www.fpccolumbia.org. 

PRESCHOOL & ELEMENTARY SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Parents, please take note of what will be offered for 
your children on the remaining Sunday mornings in 
December: 
 December 8 - Advent Craft Workshop-10:00 a.m.-
11:15 a.m. in  
the Welcome Center  (attend which ever worship service 
you prefer; enjoy this annual intergenerational event 
before or after worship) NO elementary classes; 
preschool class for ages 3-5 years following the 
Children's Sermon at the 11:00 a.m. service. 
 December 15 - Preschool and elementary classes 
will be offered during both worship services. 
 December 22 - Preschool and elementary classes 
will be offered during both worship services. 
 December 29 - Godly Play for preschool and 
elementary age children during worship (following the 
Children's Sermon).  This will be a broadly graded story 
and activity time meeting in the Early Childhood Center. 



 

 

2019-2020 Session Members 

 
 

 

November Stated Session Highlights 
 

• Approved Treasurer’s Report 
• Approved Minutes of the Stated Session Meeting of October 19, 2019 and the Minutes of the Called 

Congregational Meeting of October 20, 2019 

• Elected David Wainwright to be FPC Corporate President 

• Amended FPC Mission statement to read “Making Disciples of Jesus Christ by” 
• Approved the re-evaluation of the Worship times to December 2019 Stated Session Meeting 

• Approved hiring a full time Director of Children & Families and Youth 

• Approved calling the Annual Congregational Meeting for January 26, 2020  
 

 

 

Ministry Teams Chairperson or Co-Chairpersons 
  

Campus Ministry Kevin O’Brien (kobrienesq@gmail.com) 
Children and Families Brian McCartney (bmccartney@brydonlaw.com ) 

Board of Deacons Cindy Brodhacker (cjbrodhacker@socket.net) 
Mary Hoskins (llhoskins@mchsi.com) 

Finance Adam Dowling (adowling@engandwoods.com) 
David Wainwright (cdavidww@gmail.com) 

Member Involvement Kathy Lee (thursdayschild318@gmail.com) 

Mission Dale Metcalf (dmetcalf@houseofbrokers.com) 
Outreach Beth Boyce (eboyce4644@gmail.com) 
Personnel Ellen Dent (ellend0906@gmail.com) 

Kent Hopper (hopper.kent@gmail.com) 
Planning, Evaluation, Oversight Jim Lynn (jimlynnjr@gmail.com) 

Property Allan Moore (amoore@ms-app.com)  
Linda Landry (landryl@health.missouri.edu) 

Worship Richard Baumann (rbaumann@ccis.edu) 
Ed Hander (ed@hander.org ) 

Youth Burke McCray (BMcCray@cpsk12.org ) 

“Names of Jesus” 2019 Advent Workshop 

King of kings and Lord of lords, the Bread of Life, Bright Morning Star, Light of the World , 

Servant ― in the Bible, Jesus is referred to by many names, and all of those names have special meanings. 

They help us know who Jesus is and what he does for us.  As we prepare for the birth of our Lord and Sav-

ior, we’ll lift up some of the “Names of Jesus” at our annual Advent Workshop on White Gift Sunday, De-

cember 8.  This year, for the first time, the workshop will be held in the Welcome Center from 10:00 a.m.-

11:30 a.m., so regardless of which worship service you attend, you can still participate.  There will be four 

craft stations - one of which will be preparing a gift for the teachers at Benton Elementary - two make-and-

take ornaments, and a candle holder.  You can also enjoy music led by our Praise Kids choir and seasonal 

refreshments.   Make plans to attend this special Advent activity on December 8. 

If you would be willing to prepare a Christmas treat for the workshop - quick bread, another 

holiday bread, muffins, etc.- please email Ann Bouchard at jabouchard214@gmail.com.  

mailto:bmccartney@brydonlaw.com
mailto:adowling@engandwoods.com
mailto:cdavidww@gmail.com
mailto:amoore@ms-app.com
mailto:ed@hander.org
mailto:BMcCray@cpsk12.org
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        Gifts & Memorials 
 

  As we reflect on the message of “Good Tidings and Great Joy” this Advent Season, remember, 
  too, those individuals who inspired the traditions we share with family and friends.  Consider 
  making a memorial gift to the church in their honor.  It can be especially meaningful if you share 
  stories about the person you are honoring with members of your family, so they know how the 
  person had influenced your life and is, in turn, impacting their lives.  

 
Memorial Gifts can be made for any amount at any time.  Undesignated gifts are used by Ministry Teams for 
items and programs beyond those funded by the church’s operating budget.  Examples include choir robes & 
hymnals for the Sanctuary; instruments & pocket-size Bibles for the Ramsey Fellowship Center; and the Kiosk 
& Flat Screen in the Welcome Center. 
 
Memorial Gifts can also be designated for one or more of the church’s four endowments to support the future 
life of the church: 

Capital Improvements Endowment Fund - for enhancements to the building and/or grounds;  
Campus Ministry Endowment Fund - to benefit the Campus Ministry Program/UKIRK; 
Earl and Ruth Kroth Scholarship Fund - to help fund scholarships for high school graduates pursuing post-

secondary education; 
Education Endowment Fund - to support programs that foster spiritual growth and development. 
 

Simply include a note with your gift, or call Fran Muench, the church’s Financial Coordinator, to share the 
name of the person you wish to honor and the fund(s) to be supported.  Thank you for sharing your memories 
with your church family. 
 

With Thanksgiving and Preparation 

The prophet Isaiah spoke “Prepare the way of the Lord”, and we at First Presbyterian Church have been active 

in preparing for Advent in the spirit of much thanksgiving.  Isaiah’s command is painted on the Welcome 

Center windows in anticipation of First Friday Living Windows and Caroling when we have the opportunity to 

‘engage all neighborhoods’.  Thanks to the Youth Ministry Team under the direction of Burke McCray, Angela 

Hull, Terra Clussman and their artistic helpers for this festive, introductory greeting to our members and 

visitors.  The Welcome Center is enlivened also with a grouping of three Christmas trees—a gift from Paul and 

Frankye Mehrle. 

The Ramsey Center is resplendent with new decorations for the stage, beautifully assembled by Kim Moore and 

Cindy Brodhacker; many helping hands also decorated the Christmas Tree for the White Gift service. 

The oak doors to the narthex and sanctuary are graced with fresh balsam wreaths—a gift from the FPC 

Gardeners. Thanks are offered to Lynnanne Baumgardner and Frankye Mehrle for decorating the new tree with 

white and gold Chrismons; to Ed Hander and Angela and Rob Hull for their work with candles and aisle 

window decorations; and to Pastor Marvin for putting the ‘swag’ in the narthex garland.  The Sanctuary and the 

Advent Wreath with its candles representing Hope, Peace, Joy, Love, and Christ have been readied in 

anticipation of the birth of Emmanuel!  Come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord. 

The Worship Ministry Team wishes to thank all hands which helped to ‘prepare the way of the Lord’ during this 
season of Advent. 

 
 

 



 

 

 FPC member, Mary “Jeanne” Lewis, passed away on Friday, November 22, 2019 in 
 Hawaii. There will be a celebration of Jeanne’s life held in Columbia from 6:00 to 8:00 
 p.m. on Dec. 30 at Top Ten Wines, 111 S. Ninth Street. 
 
 
 
 

First Presbyterian Church Stewardship 
 
Over the next few issues of @First and The Epistle, we will provide information on what 
organizations we support, and how we support them through FPC dollars, time, talent, and in-kind 
donations. Please take a moment to read each segment and to prayerfully consider your 2020 
Stewardship Pledge knowing how FPC significantly impacts those in need. Click here to read the 
fourth segment. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The FPC Stewardship Subcommittee thanks everyone who has turned in a 2020 pledge card!  As of November 
26, 2019, we have received 125 pledge cards and pledges totaling $546,654. Please prayerfully consider 

making a 2020 Pledge to FPC Columbia today. Please enjoy the December Stewardship Article: God Loves the 
Sacrificial Giver, click below: 

https://e2c700b3-39ca-4b8e-a8b2-4e43498b2b25.filesusr.com/ugd/
a53c96_09aa8b1f1ec544eeb7af8b12d78dcf22.pdf  

 

Christian Symbol Quilt Dedication  

On Sunday, November 17, a reception was held honoring the women of the church and for a 
dedication of the Christian Symbol Quilt. The quilt was presented to FPC as a Sesquicentennial gift 
in 1977. Members honored at the dedication were Anne Braisted, who drew the symbols, Sally 
Swanson, who made two of the blocks, Frankye Mehrle, who made one of the blocks, and Marge 
Hicks, who helped with the quilting. Twenty six women worked together on this project. We honor 
them with this dedication of their quilt. Thanks to Jim Wood for the quilt rod and Ed Hander for 
the decorative rod ends. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We will have our annual Epiphany Breakfast on January 5 at 9:30 am followed by 
worship in the Sanctuary at 11:00 am. This is a carry-in breakfast. Please make and 
bring your favorite breakfast items to share!  

file:///C:/Users/First Presbyterian/Documents/Stewardship Campaigns/First Presbyterian Church Stewardship Segment 4 2019.pdf
file:///C:/Users/First Presbyterian/Documents/Stewardship Campaigns/Dec 2019 Epistle God Loves the Sacrificial Giver.pdf
file:///C:/Users/First Presbyterian/Documents/Stewardship Campaigns/Dec 2019 Epistle God Loves the Sacrificial Giver.pdf
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First Presbyterian Church 
16 Hitt Street 
Columbia, MO 65201 

 

 
Senior Pastor 
     Marvin Lindsay 
 
Minister of Pastoral Care and 
Nurture 
     Wally Landrum 
 
Director of Campus Ministries and 
Contemporary Worship 
     Preston Turley 
 
Financial Coordinator 
     Fran Muench 
 
Executive Administrative Assistant 
     Nancy Foote 
 
Custodian 
     Tony Hayes    
 
Assistant Custodian 
     James Scott 
 
Organist 
     Michael Bancroft 
 
Adult Choir/Handbell Director 
     Jordan Walker 
 
Pastor Emeritus   
     Richard J. Ramsey 

 Sunday Mornings at FPC: 
Contemporary Worship 9:30 AM, Traditional Worship at 11:00 AM 

  

Church office hours: 
   9:00 a.m.- 4:30 p.m.         (Monday - Friday) 

 

Church phone numbers: 
  Office: (573) 442-1164           Fax: (573) 442-7161 

  

E-mail: office@fpccolumbia.org                 Web site: www.fpccolumbia.org 
 

 

   Find us on Facebook—First Presbyterian Church, UKIRK, 
                                           Presbyterian Women, and MOPS 
  

 The next Epistle will be available on January 3, 2019.  
If you have not given your email address to the church office, please do so 
as soon as possible to continue to receive news from FPC! 
 
To receive The Epistle and @First by email, visit our website at 
www.fpccolumbia.org.  
 
Don’t forget about the church’s online calendar at our website: 
www.fpccolumbia.org.  
 

Sunday sermons are available online.. Please visit www.fpccolumbia.org.  
 

 
         Ministers  -  All Christians 

mailto:office@fpccolumbia.org
fpccolumbia.org
fpccolumbia.org
fpccolumbia.org
fpccolumbia.org

