
 

 

January 7, 2021 

 
 

of First Presbyterian Church 

In this issue 

 

~  Christmas Dinner 
    donations through the 
    Salvation Army  

  

 

~  Annual Congregational 
    meeting January 31 

 

 

~  Budget update for 2021 

 

 

… and much, much more. 

 

Read about it TODAY! 

 Last Sunday, I asked you to pray the Serenity 
Prayer with me in 2021. The Serenity Prayer is attribut-
ed to Reinhold Niebuhr, a 20th century theologian and 
ethicist born and raised in Wright City, Missouri. Nie-
buhr never copyrighted his prayer; he thought it would 
be improper to do so. Later in life he was chagrined to 
see multiple versions of it on coffee mugs and embroi-
dered on throw pillows. This is the most well-known 
version: 

God, grant me the grace to accept with serenity 
the things that cannot be changed,  
Courage to change the things  
which should be changed,  
and the Wisdom to distinguish  
the one from the other. 

  

 Many self-help books have warned their readers, 
“The only thing you can change is yourself.” There’s 
some truth to this statement. We have much more con-
trol over ourselves than we do other people or situations, 
but I have always wondered if there’s a whiff of fatalism 
in this good advice. Should we simply give up hope for 
difficult situations to be resolved or quit on difficult peo-
ple? That doesn’t sound very Christian! 
 Psychiatrist and family therapist Michael Kerr 
has helped me see the saying, “The only thing you can 
change is yourself,” in a new light. Changing yourself 
can change other people and situations, but to appreciate 
how, we need to make a shift in our thinking. Rather 
than thinking of things in terms of cause and effect, we 
should think in terms of how people and things function 
together in relationship systems.  
 Kerr gives this example: a husband complains 
that he is sad because his wife would rather spend her 
time in the garden than with him. Cause and effect 
thinking would say that the wife’s avoidance of her hus-
band is causing his sadness.  

 But systems thinking asks, “What is the hus-
band’s role in this relationship dynamic?” The wife in 
this example reports that her husband is unpleasant to be 
around when he mopes and complains. She avoids him. 
Systems thinking sees both the husband’s complaints and 
the wife’s avoidance co-creating a conflict. If one partner 
sees this dynamic and changes his or her behavior, then 
that change will change the system and the functioning of 
the other partner as well. When you change yourself, the 
people and the situations in your life also change.  
 This is easier said than done! writes Kerr. There-
fore, we pray for courage to change the one thing we can 
change: our functioning in our families, at church, at 
work, and in society. It takes courage to change ourselves 
because it is so much easier to blame others for the situa-
tions that upset us. But ask yourself, “Have you ever got-
ten to a better place in life by blaming and fault-finding?”  
 Reformed theology has traditionally espoused the 
doctrine of total depravity. The doctrine states that, apart 
from the work of Christ in us, even our best efforts are 
tainted by sin. Kerr is a psychiatrist; he does not diagnose 
people with sin. But his call to examine our own func-
tioning resonates with our theology, which teaches that 
all of us are contributing in some way to the frustrations 
and evils that vex us. So let us pray for the courage to 
repent, to change the one thing that we can change—
ourselves—and see what happens in our families, work-
places, congregation, and world! 

Grace and Peace to you,  

Marvin 

 On September 17, the Session voted not to resume on-site worship until Boone County's COVID-19 status is "green" 
according to the website Covid Act Now (covidactnow.org). As of Thursday, January 7, Boone County's status is red. 
The church facilities are still available for small group (<10), church-related activities. Until the virus is contained, 
worship with us online! You can watch our live-stream online worship at our YouTube channel at 10:00 AM. To find 
us on YouTube, go to https://www.youtube.com/fpccolumbia. When the service is complete, it will be archived and 
stored on our YouTube channel and uploaded to our web site and Facebook and Twitter accounts for later viewing. You 
can keep track of our Covid Act Now status by visiting the worship page at our website: https://www.fpccolumbia.org/
worship 

 

Church office hours are Mondays 9:00 am-noon, and by appointment. 

Anyone entering the building should wear a mask, maintain a 6' distance from other people, 

and be healthy. We are still "Disciples Making a Difference". Find us at fpccolumbia.org. 

covidactnow.org
https://www.youtube.com/fpccolumbia
https://www.fpccolumbia.org/worship
https://www.fpccolumbia.org/worship
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Mildred Brown wishes to thank everyone for the 
recent cards and prayers from so many of you. 
Note: Memorials for Tom Brown have been 
specified for the children and youth of FPC. 
 

Thank you for participating in the FPC Nativity project.  

Being able to glimpse into your homes helped to bring 
a little extra joy to our Advent season. 

 Confirmands - mark your 

calendars 

Banner Work Session 

Sunday, January 17th  

4:00-5:00 pm 

 

 

The 3 Wise Men 

By Loek Koopmans 

Have you heard this book? 

Join our Children’s 

Facebook page to see/hear 
this wonderful story of the 

3 wise men and their visit 
to Jesus. 

 
 

Saturday Café 

 

Saturday Café will be served here at FPC every 
Saturday in Jan. & Feb. We need two volunteers in 
the kitchen from 6:30 am to approximately 7:45 am 
each Saturday. Volunteers will be warming the egg 
bake, putting a portion into individual containers, 
sacking the rest of the food into "to-go" bags, and 
placing the sacks on a table outside the Hitt St. doors. 
Once the guests have arrived in their bus, the driver 
will take sacks to be delivered to the Eastwood 
Motel, and the table will be returned to the Welcome 
Center. To volunteer or donate food, go to https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/805054ba4ad2ca64-
donate 

.

https://mcusercontent.com/60164bdda6e4064d943bed8b2/files/d71603f1-5dc8-4b36-8faa-194111bc2daa/TD_January.pdf?utm_source=Updates+from+the+PCUSA+Store&utm_campaign=939efc9bff-PS%3A+free+resources%3A+1%2F6%2F21&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_ad05f0504a-939efc9b
https://mcusercontent.com/60164bdda6e4064d943bed8b2/files/d71603f1-5dc8-4b36-8faa-194111bc2daa/TD_January.pdf?utm_source=Updates+from+the+PCUSA+Store&utm_campaign=939efc9bff-PS%3A+free+resources%3A+1%2F6%2F21&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_ad05f0504a-939efc9b
https://mcusercontent.com/60164bdda6e4064d943bed8b2/files/d71603f1-5dc8-4b36-8faa-194111bc2daa/TD_January.pdf?utm_source=Updates+from+the+PCUSA+Store&utm_campaign=939efc9bff-PS%3A+free+resources%3A+1%2F6%2F21&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_ad05f0504a-939efc9b
https://mcusercontent.com/60164bdda6e4064d943bed8b2/files/d71603f1-5dc8-4b36-8faa-194111bc2daa/TD_January.pdf?utm_source=Updates+from+the+PCUSA+Store&utm_campaign=939efc9bff-PS%3A+free+resources%3A+1%2F6%2F21&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_ad05f0504a-939efc9b
https://mcusercontent.com/60164bdda6e4064d943bed8b2/files/d71603f1-5dc8-4b36-8faa-194111bc2daa/TD_January.pdf?utm_source=Updates+from+the+PCUSA+Store&utm_campaign=939efc9bff-PS%3A+free+resources%3A+1%2F6%2F21&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_ad05f0504a-939efc9b
https://mcusercontent.com/60164bdda6e4064d943bed8b2/files/d71603f1-5dc8-4b36-8faa-194111bc2daa/TD_January.pdf?utm_source=Updates+from+the+PCUSA+Store&utm_campaign=939efc9bff-PS%3A+free+resources%3A+1%2F6%2F21&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_ad05f0504a-939efc9b
https://mcusercontent.com/60164bdda6e4064d943bed8b2/files/d71603f1-5dc8-4b36-8faa-194111bc2daa/TD_January.pdf?utm_source=Updates+from+the+PCUSA+Store&utm_campaign=939efc9bff-PS%3A+free+resources%3A+1%2F6%2F21&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_ad05f0504a-939efc9b
https://mcusercontent.com/60164bdda6e4064d943bed8b2/files/d71603f1-5dc8-4b36-8faa-194111bc2daa/TD_January.pdf?utm_source=Updates+from+the+PCUSA+Store&utm_campaign=939efc9bff-PS%3A+free+resources%3A+1%2F6%2F21&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_ad05f0504a-939efc9b
https://mcusercontent.com/60164bdda6e4064d943bed8b2/files/d71603f1-5dc8-4b36-8faa-194111bc2daa/TD_January.pdf?utm_source=Updates+from+the+PCUSA+Store&utm_campaign=939efc9bff-PS%3A+free+resources%3A+1%2F6%2F21&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_ad05f0504a-939efc9b
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/805054ba4ad2ca64-donate
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/805054ba4ad2ca64-donate
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/805054ba4ad2ca64-donate


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

“A Grateful Heart – A Generous Heart” 

 

SUMMARY REPORT:  The Subcommittee has been 
meeting twice a month since August 2020 and will meet 
again on January 5, 2021, and January 19, 2021.  During 
these January meetings we will review progress on the 2021 
Stewardship Campaign to date.   
 
2021 Campaign Update:  259 brochures/pledge cards were 
mailed in early October, the earliest Campaign in the past 
three years.  Pledge Sunday was October 25, 2020.   
 

• By October 27, 2020, 86 household units pledged 
$473,420. 

• By November 1, 2020, 99 household units pledged 
$505,010. 

• By November 10, 2020, 107 household units pledged 
$526,770. 

• By November 30, 2020, 127 household units pledged 
$588,230. 

• By December 8, 2020, 129 household units pledged 
$593,846. 

• By December 14, 2020, 132 household units pledged 
$606,046. 

• By December 29, 2020, 133 household units pledged 
$612,286 

 
To everyone who has pledged to date, THANK YOU FOR 
SUPPORTING FPC!  For those who are still prayerfully 
considering a pledge to the 2021 Campaign, remember our 
new Associate Pastor Rev. Dr. Jon Reinink starts January 8, 
2021.  Hiring an Associate Pastor has been a budget and 
hiring priority for the congregation for almost a year now.  
We are so excited to have Jon join us!  
 
The FY 2021 ASK Budget is $875,000, with pledges 
expected to bring in $660,000 of that total.  At this point 
in time, 1.5.21, we are 92.7% of our pledge drive for the 
2021 ASK BUDGET.   
 
The Subcommittee and Finance Ministry Team both sent 
out emails and letters requesting that everyone who pledged 
consider increasing their pledge for 2021; and asking those 
who have not pledged yet to consider pledging.   
 
REMINDERS TO EVERYONE:  

 

Every year, the stewardship subcommittee uses FPC 
member contact information for our Stewardship 

Campaign. This year we found many members with 
incorrect addresses, email, and telephone contacts.  This 
year, please remember to send your change of address, 

email, and telephone numbers to Nancy Foote. Thank 
you so much for helping us maintain an accurate contact 
directory. 

This year, FPC is asking you to submit your pledge 
either by mail or online.  Our online pledge form is 
available on www.fpccolumbia.org by clicking on this 
link: 2021 Stewardship Pledge Form. 

 Our Annual Congregational Meeting will 

be on January 31, 2021 at 11:00 am, on 

Zoom. Active FPC members, be on the 

lookout for an email the week before the 

meeting for an invitation and the 

information you will need. 

http://www.fpccolumbia.org/
2021%20Stewardship%20Pledge%20Form
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Happy January 
Birthday to… 
 

10 Kathy Felts 
12 Teri 
 Christiansen 
 Maia Kinkade 
 Michael 
 Kinkade 
13 Audrey 
 O’Brien 
15 Tim Thomas 
17 Marilyn 
 Starwalt 
18 Dawn Andres 
 Mary Dugan 
20 Jack Hanney 
 Ryan 
 Montgomery 
22 David Knight 
23 Joey 
 Brodhacker 
24 Rachel 
 Claunch 
 Betty Cramer 
 Thomas 
 Giessmann 
25 Kaia 
 Mawhinney 
26 Sarah Cramer 
27 Aidan 
 Matteson 
28 Emily Dowling
 David Graham 
 Laura Lindsay 
 Candi 
 Thomson 
 Barak White 
30 Davis Graham 
 Ellis Graham 
 Priscilla 
 Mbuthia 
 Joy Rushing 
31 Marge Hicks 
 Chris 
 Mawhinney 

Happy February 
Birthday to... 
 
1 Johnathan 
 White 
4 Mildred Brown 
 Jeremy 
 Matteson 
5 Jerry Grace 
7 Avelyn Burns 

First Presbyterian Church  
Disciples Making a Difference 

 

Our Mission: Living our faith in Jesus Christ 
by… 

 
 

* Embracing all people 
      *Engaging all neighborhoods 
            * Encouraging each other 
                  * Empowering lives 



 

 

Our Epiphany themed Packet Pick up Event was a fun time. Participants decorated star and 
crown cookies and selected their star word for 2021. 
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Gifts & Memorials 
 

 A heartfelt story for a cold winter’s day - 
 do you know the history of FPC’s Earl 
 and Ruth Kroth Scholarship Fund - the 
 endowment that helps fund scholarships 
 for high school graduates pursuing post 
 secondary education? 
 

While Ruth was serving a three-year term with the 
Presbyterian Mission in Assuit, Egypt, she met and 
married Earl Kroth in April 1956.  When they returned 
to the states, they made their home in Columbia, 
Missouri.  Earl was a Professor of Agronomy in what 
is now the University of Missouri’s College of 
Agriculture, Food & Natural Resources (CAFNR).  
Ruth taught nursing at University of Missouri’s 
Sinclair School of Nursing from 1957 until her 
retirement in 1985.  They adopted two children: 
Shirley and Richard.  Earl passed away in 1999 and 
Ruth ten years later. 
 
They appreciated that the church could impact the 
local community plus reach lives all over the world.  
During their years with FPC, Earl and Ruth were 
especially interested in the youth of our congregation 
and made a special effort to know them as individuals.  
Their bequest to FPC seeded the Earl & Ruth 
Scholarship Fund, the only endowment which 
specifically honors the youth of our church.  Others’ 
gifts and investment gains have helped the fund grow 
over the years. 

 
Please join in celebrating the lives of Earl & Ruth 
Kroth and the legacy they left for our youth to foster 
their college pursuits.  

Weekday Worship 
 

Even though we're apart, let's get together and worship! 
Every Thursday you can log onto the First Presbyterian 
Church Facebook page 
https:www.facebook.comfpccolumbia/ and join worship 
leader Preston Turley as he leads in song and shares from 
the Psalms. We hope this short service of music and 
scripture can be a source of connection, clarity, and 
worship for you during this strange season.   

 

To log on, just check our Facebook page https://
www.facebook.com/fpccolumbia/ every Thursday, select 
"Videos" and you'll find it right there. 

 

 Let's worship! 
 Preston 

https:www.facebook.comfpccolumbia/
https://www.facebook.com/fpccolumbia/
https://www.facebook.com/fpccolumbia/


 

 

2020-2021 Session Members 
 

 

December 2020 Session Notes 
 

• Approved the Minutes from the Stated Session Meeting of November 19, 2020 

• Approved the Minutes of the Called Congregational Meeting of December 6, 2020 

• Approved the November 2020 Treasurer’s Report 

• Approved request of Mary Lyon (5936) to move to inactive list 
• Approved request of Wayne Armbrust (6299), Wendell (6442) and Jane Anne (6441) Gideon to be removed 

from the church rolls 

• Called the Annual Meeting of the Congregation for January 31, 2021 at 11:00 a.m. 

• Received the report from MUP Meeting. Our new Associate Pastor was examined and confirmed with one 
dissenting vote 

• Approved Matters of Record: 1) Lois Daughery (6414) died on November 23, 2020 at the age of 96. A 
family only service will be held officiated by Lenoir Woods Chaplain; 2) Wayne Armbrust has renounced 
the jurisdiction of the PC(USA) in a letter received December 9, 2020. He is no longer a ruling Elder or 
Deacon in the PC (USA). [Book of Order G-2.0407] 

• Christmas Eve Service on December 24, 2020 at 5:00 P.M. 

• The Rev. Dr. Jon Reinink arrives in Columbia, MO.  

Ministry Teams Elder Liaison 

Campus Ministry Kent Hopper (hopper.kent@gmail.com) 

Children & Families Brian McCartney (bmccartney@brydonlaw.com) 
Emily Reynolds (miss.emily@gmail.com) 

Finance David Wainwright (cdavidww@gmail.com) 
Tom Smith (tsmithdds@gmail.com) 

Member Involvement Kathy Lee (thursdayschild318@gmail.com) 

Mission Elaine Blodgett (elaineblodgett@gmail.com) 

Outreach Vacant 

Personnel Ellen Dent (ellend0906@gmail.com) 

Planning, Evaluation, & Oversight Eric Cunningham (ericcunningham75@gmail.com) 

Property Allan Moore (amoore@ms-app.com) 
Linda Landry (landryl@health.missouri.edu) 

Stewardship Sub-Committee Sarah Grim (mbbpsa1000@gmail.com) 

Worship Richard Baumann (rbaumann@ccis.edu) 
Garrick West (22gw01@stu.cpsk12.org) 

Youth Burke McCray (BMcCray@cpsk12.org) 

mailto:hopper.kent@gmail.com
mailto:bmccartney@brydonlaw.com
mailto:miss.emily@gmail.com
mailto:cdavidww@gmail.com
mailto:tsmithdds@gmail.com
mailto:thursdayschild318@gmail.com
mailto:elaineblodgett@gmail.com
mailto:ellend0906@gmail.com
mailto:ericcunningham75@gmail.com
mailto:amoore@ms-app.com
mailto:landryl@health.missouri.edu
mailto:mbbpsa1000@gmail.com
mailto:rbaumann@ccis.edu
mailto:22gw01@stu.cpsk12.org
mailto:BMcCray@cpsk12.org?subject=BMcCray@cpsk12.org
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First Presbyterian Church 
16 Hitt Street 
Columbia, MO 65201 

 

 
Senior Pastor 
     Marvin Lindsay 

 

Associate Pastor 
     Jon Reinink 

 

Director of Campus Ministries 
and Contemporary Worship 
     Preston Turley 

 

Director of Youth and Children’s 
Ministry 
     Audra West 

 

Financial Coordinator 
     Fran Muench 

 

Executive Administrative 
Assistant 
     Nancy Foote 

 

Custodian 
     Tony Hayes 

 

Assistant Custodian 
     James Scott 

 

Organist 
     Michael Bancroft 

 

Adult Choir/Handbell Director 
     Jordan Walker 
 
Pastor Emeritus   
     Richard J. Ramsey 

 Sunday Mornings at FPC:  You can watch our live-stream online worship at our 
YouTube channel at 10:00 AM. To find us on YouTube, go to https://

www.youtube.com/fpccolumbia . We will resume on-site worship when Boone 
County, Missouri's COVID-19 status is "green" according to the website Covid 

Act Now (covidactnow.org).  

  

Church office hours: Mondays 9:00 am-noon & by appointment 

Church phone numbers: 
  Office: (573) 442-1164           Fax: (573) 442-7161 

  

E-mail: office@fpccolumbia.org               Web site: www.fpccolumbia.org 

 

   Find us on Facebook—First Presbyterian Church, UKIRK, Presbyterian 
   Women, and MOPS 

  

The next Epistle will be available on February 4, 2021.  
If you have not given your email address to the church office, please do so 
as soon as possible to continue to receive news from FPC! 

 

To receive The Epistle and @First by email, visit our website at 
www.fpccolumbia.org.  

 

Don’t forget about the church’s online calendar at our website: 
www.fpccolumbia.org.  

 

Sunday sermons are available online.. Please visit 
www.fpccolumbia.org.  

 
 

         Ministers  -  All Christians 

https://www.youtube.com/fpccolumbia
https://www.youtube.com/fpccolumbia
covidactnow.org
mailto:office@fpccolumbia.org
fpccolumbia.org
fpccolumbia.org
fpccolumbia.org
fpccolumbia.org

