
 

 

February 13, 2020 

 
 

of First Presbyterian Church 

In this issue 

 
 

~  Haseman Lectures    
    coming in November 

 
  

~  Lenten Dinner Series 

 
 

~  Trivia Night 2020 

 
 

… and much, much more. 
 
 

Read about it TODAY! 

 My mother and my sister and her family live 
on Oak Island, a barrier island lying along the North 
Carolina coast between Wilmington and Myrtle 
beach. Vacation and holiday gatherings at mom’s 
house are food-and-family-focused. At Christmas 
mom creates delicious peanut butter balls and sau-
sage balls and bakes yummy pound cakes and coco-
nut cakes. Her homemade pimento cheese is the 
best in the world. She prepares great casseroles and 
tasty, seasoned vegetables. Meanwhile my brother-
in-law presides over mom’s grill on the back deck 
where the catch of the day—grouper, triggerfish, 
steamed oysters, and so forth—is turned into the 
main course.  
 A few years ago, a nephew of mine started 
bringing his girlfriend to visit his Grandmother at 
holidays and vacations. She is a vegan: no meat or 
meat by-products. Mom didn’t miss a beat. The 
vegetables were seasoned differently; some ingredi-
ents were reconfigured, and mounds of pasta began 
appearing alongside the broiled fish. Mom is a good 
cook, but she is an even better hostess. She wanted 
everyone to feel welcome at her table.  
 Now this article is neither a defense of 
vegans nor of carnivores. It is, rather, a parable 
about hospitality. Good hosts and hostesses accom-
modate themselves to the needs of their guests, both 
at the dinner table and at church. For centuries Pres-
byterians have served nutritious and delicious food 
for the soul. A decade ago, First Presbyterian sea-
soned its Sundays with a new service featuring a 
praise band, contemporary Christian songs, and vid-
eo clips, to appeal to the tastes and needs of a new 
generation of Christians. 
 As we begin a new decade, the seculariza-
tion of society is accelerating. The culture is rapidly 
changing. While we set a great spiritual table, there 
are more and more people in our community whose 
spiritual needs and tastes don’t align with our exist-
ing menu.  
 That’s where our consultant’s analysis of 
our congregation and his recommendations come 
in. Some of Bill’s proposed changes are small; oth-
ers are big. Some are add-ons to existing practices; 
others would replace existing practices. Regardless 
of the size or the scope, they aren’t change for the 

sake of change, just as my mother didn’t switch 
from margarine to butter for the sake of switching. 
They’re for the sake of making newcomers feel wel-
come.  
 As you read Bill’s report, and as our ministry 
teams begin to consider and implement some of his 
proposed changes, remember this parable about hos-
pitality and reflect on your own practices of hospi-
tality. I’m sure you can think of a time or two when 
you prepared an out-of-the-ordinary dish or experi-
mented with the recipe to please a guest at your ta-
ble. You are a hospitable group of people; I know 
you’ve done this! In the same way, we can experi-
ment with our worship and Christian education reci-
pes and offer something new in order to show good 
hospitality to visitors at 16 Hitt Street. You have be-
fore, and you have the creativity and the instincts to 
do it again.  

Yours in Christ,  
Marvin 
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 Thank you for the reception you had for me 
at my retirement. The words, the music, and the 
love present humbled me. I was overwhelmed. It’s a 
moment in my life I will never forget. The cake 
looked terrific, and tasted even better. Karen loved 
the flowers and greenery, as did I. Richard, you 
made what could have been a very sad day for me—
very special. The memory of that day will live 
forever in my heart. Bless you all. 

Harlan C. Lynn 
 

Dear FPC Family, 
Thank you very much for your hugs, prayers, 
cards, calls, and the myriad of other things 
that many of you did for me during my 
brother’s last days and his passing. Thank you 
also to those who attended or were a part of 
his service. I feel completely surrounded and 
supported by your love. 

Nancy Foote 
 
Dear Nancy, Pastors, & Members, 
P.E.O. Chapter MA is so grateful to the First 
Presbyterian Church for allowing us to hold our 
meetings in your fellowship area. Our 2020 P.E.O. 
year begins in April & we want to express our 
gratitude for your continued support. Thank you, 
Sincerely, 

Mary Quart, P.E. O Chapter MA President 
 
We received thank you notes from the following 
organizations: Services for Independent Living for 
our donation of $125, The Food Bank for Central 
& Northeast Missouri for our gift of $375, 
Compass Health for our donation of $500, 
Rainbow House for our gift of $250, and 
Presbyterian Children’s Homes & Services for our 
White Gift Contribution of $524.67, multiple gift 
cards, and Christmas gifts. 
 
 
FYI—Our congregation sent a total of $1,974.92 to 
the Food Bank of Central and Northeast Missouri in 
2019—Excellent! 
 

A single recycled plastic bottle saves 
enough energy to run a 100 watt bulb 
for four hours.  It also creates 20% 
less air pollution and 50% less water 
pollution than would be created when 
making a new bottle. 

 

On Wednesday, February 12, Presbyterians for 
Earth Care (PEC) is offering a guide for 
presbyteries to collaborate churches and leaders to 
become better stewards of God’s creation. The 
strategy involves forming Earth Care Teams at the 
presbytery level to engage and support 
congregations in integrating creation care into their 
church’s Christian witness and ministry. You can 
learn about this step-by-step guide to start, recruit, 
organize and maintain your Presbytery Earth Care 
Team during a 1-hour webinar, “Green Your 
Presbytery:  Starting and Sustaining a Presbytery 
Earth Care Team,” at 11 AM Central Time. Contact 
the Outreach Team if you are interested in attending. 

 

During these recent winter days, when we are told to 
remain indoors, two books came to my attention. 
The first one is 365 Penguins by Jean-Lu Fromental, 
a picture book geared for children 5 and up, which 
presents a humorous math problem and an 
ecological message. How would your family feel if a 
delivery man brought a package to your door and 
upon opening the package you were presented with a 
real live penguin and a note that says “Number 1.   
Feed me when I’m hungry.” See how this family 
handles the challenge when day after day a new 
addition arrives. 

 

Rachel Maddow’s Blowup is an enlightening read 
that connects present day issues with historical 
insight and takes the reader on a journey threading 
climate change and its impact upon the United 
States, Europe, Ukraine, and Russia. Her in-depth 
research chronicles current day challenges and 
suggests containment. 

 

Finally, the Outreach Team has been busy 
assembling information for the 2019 Annual Report 
which was distributed at the January Congregational 
Meeting, as well as tabulating audit results of the 
Earth Care Congregation activities which determines 
their certification status. Results from the application 
will be known mid-March from the Presbyterian 
Church (USA). Currently, Columbia First 
Presbyterian Church is one of 8 Missouri churches 
so certified, and one of 232 in the United States.  

  

Book Club will meet on Feb. 
18th at 6:30 PM in The Chez 

to discuss the book, 
The Secrets We Kept 

By Lara Prescott 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

BOARD OF DEACON NEWS 
 
At our last Deacon’s meeting we were reminded that in the season of winter, it may be tempting to dwell on the 
cold, lifeless appearance of our landscape. However, life is active and purposeful below the surface. Nature is 
resting in preparation for a burst of growth and fruitfulness. Nature is gathering moisture and nutrients in 
preparation for what is to come. We, like nature, need adequate rest and spiritual nourishment to be prepared for 
the coming season of fruitfulness and growth. God has a plan for each of us and for our Church. While we can’t 
see the next glorious season, we have the assurance that God knows. He is already there, waiting to see our joy 
and delight.   Your Deacons are available to support you and pray for you. Just ask them!  
 

Lenten Dinner Series Schedule 
 
    Wed. Feb. 26 – 6:00 pm dinner 
     Ash Wednesday Service 
 
    Wed. Mar. 4 – 6:00 pm dinner 
     Introduction to the Enneagram 
     8s – The Boss – Need to avoid being controlled 
 
    Wed. Mar. 11 – 6:00 pm dinner 
     9s – The Mediator – Need to avoid conflict 
     1s – The Perfectionist – Need to be perfect 
 
    Wed. Mar 18 – 6:00 pm dinner 
     2s – The Giver – Need to be needed 
     3s – The Performer – Need to be successful 
 
    Wed. Mar. 25 – 6:00 pm dinner 
     4s - The Romantic – Need to be special and feel special 
     5s – The Observer – Need for space and to understand 
 
    Wed. Apr. 1 – 6:00 pm dinner     
     6s – The Questioner – Need to feel certain and secure 
     7s – The Epicure – Need to avoid pain and be cheerful 
 
    Wed. Apr. 8 – 6:00 pm dinner     
     Care and Feeding of your number 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Come join us for Trivia Night at First Presbyterian Church on March 14th, 2020.  It’s a lot of fun and the 

proceeds from the entry fees and silent auction benefit the FPC Youth.  

 $15 per person or $120 to purchase a table of 8.  Each table will compete as a team. 

 Doors open at 6pm and trivia starts at 6:30pm. 

 Pizza and salad available for a free-will donation.   

 There will be breaks after the 3rd and 6th rounds with the silent auction closing after the 6th round. 

 Donations for the silent auction are much appreciated.   

 Trivia Night is a lot of fun.  We hope you can join us! 
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Happy February 
Birthday to… 
 
8 Caroline Gatz
 Karen Lynn 
 Ray Turner 
9 Dan Pingelton 
11 Ken Rall 
12 Kent Hopper 
 Thomas 
 McCartney 
 Herb Willbrand 
13 Donald 
 Gerhardt 
 Den Morgan 
14 Tamara 
 Strahan 
15 Ann Bouchard 
 Jim Wood 
16 Maxine 
 Branson 
17 Gene Alberts 
 Carrie Burns 
18 Blake Clifton 
 Gene Wheeler 
19 Michael 
 Bancroft 
 Owen Himmel 
 Abihail Kibunja 
20 Brenda Zanone 
21 Nicolas White 
23 Erma Brown 
24 Garth Glover 
 Joseph 
 Montgomery 
 Betty Moss 
25 Virginia 
 Itschner 
26 Jane Shook-
 Floyd 
27 Trish Hander 
28 Wayne McCoy 
29 Matt Burns 

Happy March 
Birthday to… 
 
3 Judy Hinson
 Mark Kollias 
 Chris Marks 
 Kathy 
 Montgomery 
4 Jackie Gatz 
 Patrick Talbott 
5 Erin 
 Christiansen 
 Hank Landry 
 Brian 
 McCartney 
 Deb Olson 
 Vi Powell 
 Tom Smith 

Music Makers Spotlight—Michael Bancroft 
 
 Our member Liz Brixey sent one of her journalism 
 students to do a feature on our celebration of the 50th 
 anniversary of the Middlebush Organ in 2016.  A friend 
 read the article and immediately called me to declare, 
 “You have a mistress!” Putting aside her levity, she 
 observed more than she realized.   

 

 I began as your organist in May 1981, and the 
 Middlebush Organ began her tutelage. Of course, she is 
 exacting; wrong notes are instantly recognizable. 
 Because of her size and tonal qualities, she encourages 

curiosity about potential tonal combinations as well as exploration of a range of musical styles. 
She begs the organist to develop one’s musical skills.   

 

A small Baptist church in Southern California took a chance on a fourteen-year-old boy to play 
the piano for services. My piano teacher encouraged the development of accompanying skills 
and thus found me other opportunities to practice this aspect of music making. Over the years, I 
played services in most of the major denominations. 

 

I followed Robert Karsch who had served our church for over 34 years. He was a professor of 
political science; music was thus an avocation. I was an English teacher by profession. So, for 
over 70 years the church has encouraged amateurs! I had the pleasure of almost 30 years of 
collaboration with Harry Morrison and subsequently have worked with three wonderfully 
talented young choir directors. The choir, pastors, and congregation have encouraged my 
efforts. 

 

It struck me a few years ago that I have probably spent more time in our sanctuary than anyone. 
In addition to hours of practicing and playing for worship, I have shared in the joy of the 
weddings of children who grew up here. I have also attempted to minister through music to the 
family and friends of our saints who have indeed “entered the life triumphant.” What a 
privilege this church as bestowed upon me. 

 

 

 

 

 

Help provide a meal to those who 
are hungry in our community: 

Prepare food and serve at 

Loaves & Fishes 

 

Once a month, a group from FPC 
meets at Wilkes Blvd. Methodist 
Church to serve food to Columbia 
residents who are hungry.  YOU can 
put your faith into action and share 
God’s love with those in need by 
providing the poster requested item 
each month and/or volunteering to 
serve! To sign up, visit our website, 
www.fpccolumbia.org. 

Save The Date! 

Haseman Lectures 

November 14-15, 2020 

 

Our 2020 Haseman Lecturer will be Dr. Rodger 
Nishioka, the director of Adult Educational 
Ministries at Village Presbyterian Church in 
March of 2016. He is one of the most sought-
after and inspiring preachers in the Presbyterian 
Church (U.S.A.). Prior to coming to Village, 
Rodger taught at Columbia Theological 
Seminary in Atlanta for 15 years. In that 
ministry, he taught pastors to be teachers and 
leaders in the church’s educational ministry, 
specializing in particular on youth and young 
adult ministry. 



 

 

2019-2020 Session Members 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Stated Session Notes January, 2020 
 

• Approved the Treasurer’s Report. 
• Approved the minutes of the December 19, 2019 Stated Session Meeting. 

• Approved request by Catey Terry to be moved to the inactive roll.  

• Approved the 2020 Budget. 
• Approved sending Option B (No Associate Pastor; Hire Rev. Landrum part-time for 12  months; hire a 

Director of Youth and Children’s Ministry) to be put on the agenda for the Annual Meeting. 

• Approved a 3% salary increase for staff (except Fran Munch whose hours would be increased from 35 to 
40 hours per week resulting in an increase in her salary) be put on the agenda for the Annual Meeting. 

• Approved recommendation from Children and Families Ministry Team that Sunday School instruction be 
unified into one time that will begin during the first service and end prior to the second service effective 
February 16, 2020 or as soon thereafter as possible. 

• Approved a recommendation from the Worship Ministry Team that worship services continue to be held at 
9:30am and 11:00am. 

• Approved recommendation from Personnel Ministry Team that Rev. Landrum’s contract be extended on a 
month-to-month basis. 

• Approved the Matters of Record; Krista White died (December 26, 2019) and Gene Perry died (December 
30, 2019). 

 

First Presbyterian Church  
Disciples Making a Difference 

Our Mission: Living our faith in Jesus Christ 

by… 

  

* Embracing all people 

      *Engaging all neighborhoods 

            * Encouraging each other 

                  * Empowering lives 

Ministry Teams Elder Liaisons 
  

Campus Ministry Kevin O’Brien (kobrienesq@gmail.com) 
Children and Families Brian McCartney (bmccartney@brydonlaw.com ) 

Finance Adam Dowling (adowling@engandwoods.com) 
David Wainwright (cdavidww@gmail.com) 

Member Involvement Kathy Lee (thursdayschild318@gmail.com) 

Mission Dale Metcalf (dmetcalf@houseofbrokers.com) 

Outreach Beth Boyce (eboyce4644@gmail.com) 
Personnel Ellen Dent (ellend0906@gmail.com) 

Kent Hopper (hopper.kent@gmail.com) 
Planning, Evaluation, Oversight Jim Lynn (jimlynnjr@gmail.com) 

Property Allan Moore (amoore@ms-app.com)  
Linda Landry (landryl@health.missouri.edu) 

Worship Richard Baumann (rbaumann@ccis.edu) 
Ed Hander (ed@hander.org ) 

Youth Burke McCray (BMcCray@cpsk12.org ) 
  

mailto:bmccartney@brydonlaw.com
mailto:adowling@engandwoods.com
mailto:cdavidww@gmail.com
mailto:amoore@ms-app.com
mailto:ed@hander.org
mailto:BMcCray@cpsk12.org
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February Fiscal Fitness 

 

A major event in our church’s 

financial life was the selling of a 

stock gift at the very end of 2019. 

Many years ago, a generous church member gifted 

First Presbyterian with 16,193 shares of Landrum 

Company (owners of Landmark Bank, which was a 

private company). At the time, the shares were 

valued at around $12,000. Landmark Bank was 

acquired by Simmons National Bank in November 

2019, which is a publicly traded firm. Once the 

transaction was completed and the Simmons National 

Bank shares were transferred to the church, the 

shares were sold in December for $429,016.63. The 

proceeds were deposited into FPC’s investment 

account. 

 Lesson: a small or medium-sized gift to the 

church today can become an extraordinary gift to the 

next generation of FPC members! Please remember 

the church in your will.  

 The Finance Team will make a 

recommendation to the Session regarding how we 

can make the best use of this Godsend. The “sense of 

the congregation” resolution adopted at the Annual 

Meeting in January—that the Simmons stock sale 

proceeds could be available to fund staff positions—

will certainly factor into the Finance Team and 

Session’s decision-making process. 

 
Gifts & Memorials 

 
 
 

Working on your 2019 Taxes and making financial 

plans for 2020?  Consider making a gift to one of the 

church’s four Endowment Funds that leaves a legacy 
of your values, and is done in a way that is efficient in 
minimizing taxes. 
 
Please keep in mind that First Presbyterian Church of 
Columbia meets the IRS definition of a charitable 
organization eligible to receive tax-deductible 
contributions. Therefore, if you itemize deductions on 
your tax return, your financial gifts to FPC are tax 
deductible.  
 
If you gift shares of stocks or mutual funds to the church 
that have appreciated in value, neither you nor the church 
will pay taxes on the appreciation, provided the securities 
are transferred directly to the church, not sold by you 
first. The value of the securities on the date of transfer 
will appear on a letter from the church documenting your 
gift. 
 
If you are at least 70 1/2 and own an IRA, you can use a 
QCD-Qualified Charitable Distribution paid directly from 
your IRA to FPC to meet part or all of your annual RMD-
Required Minimum Distribution. A QCD is limited to the 
amount of the distribution that would otherwise be 
included in your income and cannot exceed $100.000.  
You cannot claim a charitable contribution deduction for 
any QCD not included in your income. 
 
If you are considering any of these opportunities, please 
consult with your financial planner and tax planner.  
Contact the church’s Financial Coordinator, Fran 
Muench, if you have questions on the mechanics; and our 
Pastor, Marvin Lindsay, for guidance on how you can 
make a gift that reflects your values and benefits the 
future life of FPC.  Thank you. 



 

 

 REGISTER TODAY 
MISSION AND MOVIE DAY 

FOR ELEMENTARY AGE CHILDREN 

Wednesday, March 11, 8:00 am - 4:00 pm 

 

Due to the great response to our first Mission and Movie Day in November, the Children and Families Ministry 

Team is offering another opportunity for elementary age children to participate in a day of service and fun at 

church.  Doors will open at 8:00 am for supervised play.  The program will begin at 8:45 am with a devotional 

and prayer, followed by several service projects, games, lunch, more service projects, games, and then a movie 

and snacks. 

 

To register, please use this link:   https://bit.ly/2vbhbIa  or go to www.eventbrite.com and search for “FPC 

Kids.”  Children are welcome to invite a friend, too.  All children must be in kindergarten-fifth grade to 

participate. 

 

We also need adults to help throughout the day.  Please contact Ann Bouchard  -jabouchard215@gmail.com - if 

you can assist  - morning, afternoon, all day, a few hours.  Youth volunteers are also welcome.  

 

The following supplies are needed next week when we host Room at the Inn (February 16-23): 
 
 

 Hard-boiled eggs (75 per day)  Sandwich Bags 
 Bread      Lemonade 
 Deli meats     Instant Oatmeal  
 Cheese      Bananas   
 Peanut Butter     Ramen Noodles  
 Jelly      Grapes   
 Decaf coffee 
 

If you can provide any of these items, please bring them on Sunday or to the church office M-F 9:00-4:30. 
 
 

Valentine’s Day Fun Facts 

• Every year, more than 36 million heart shaped boxes of chocolates are sold across the 

country. 

• The average man spends $130 on Valentine’s Day, while women spend about $70. 

• Don’t forget about your pets! Every year, around 9 million people buy their pets a 

Valentine’s Day gift. 

• February 14th is the second largest card giving day of the year, just after Christmas. This 

year, it’s expected that 1 billion cards will be exchanged around the world. 

• Teachers receive the most Valentine’s Day cards, followed by kids, mothers, wives, and 

girlfriends. 

• Hallmark was one of the first to mass produce a Valentine’s Day card, all the way back in 

1913. 

• More than one-third of men are comfortable not receiving anything on Valentine’s Day. 

https://bit.ly/2vbhbIa
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First Presbyterian Church 
16 Hitt Street 
Columbia, MO 65201 

 

 
Senior Pastor 
     Marvin Lindsay 
 
Minister of Pastoral Care and 
Nurture 
     Wally Landrum 
 
Director of Campus Ministries and 
Contemporary Worship 
     Preston Turley 
 
Financial Coordinator 
     Fran Muench 
 
Executive Administrative Assistant 
     Nancy Foote 
 
Custodian 
     Tony Hayes    
 
Assistant Custodian 
     James Scott 
 
Organist 
     Michael Bancroft 
 
Adult Choir/Handbell Director 
     Jordan Walker 
 
Pastor Emeritus   
     Richard J. Ramsey 

 Sunday Mornings at FPC: 
Contemporary Worship 9:30 AM, Traditional Worship at 11:00 AM 

  

Church office hours: 
   9:00 a.m.- 4:30 p.m.         (Monday - Friday) 

 

Church phone numbers: 
  Office: (573) 442-1164           Fax: (573) 442-7161 

  

E-mail: office@fpccolumbia.org                 Web site: www.fpccolumbia.org 
 

 

   Find us on Facebook—First Presbyterian Church, UKIRK, 
                                           Presbyterian Women, and MOPS 
  

 The next Epistle will be available on March 5, 2019.  
If you have not given your email address to the church office, please do so 
as soon as possible to continue to receive news from FPC! 
 
To receive The Epistle and @First by email, visit our website at 
www.fpccolumbia.org.  
 
Don’t forget about the church’s online calendar at our website: 
www.fpccolumbia.org.  
 

Sunday sermons are available online.. Please visit www.fpccolumbia.org.  
 

 
         Ministers  -  All Christians 

mailto:office@fpccolumbia.org
fpccolumbia.org
fpccolumbia.org
fpccolumbia.org
fpccolumbia.org

