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 Greetings from the world of campus minis-
try!  As many of you know, I have been privileged 
to journey alongside college-age students as direc-
tor of FPC’s UKIRK Campus Ministry for the past 
decade.  What fewer of you may know is the brand 
“UKIRK” is actually a denomination-wide branding 
for all PCUSA-related campus ministries and chap-
laincies.  We here at FPC adopted the UKIRK 
brand back in 2013, shortly after it was revealed on 
a national scale. 

 What even FEWER of you probably know 
is that since 2015, I have been privileged to serve as 
a member of the national governance board for 
UKIRK, currently a ministry of the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency (PMA).  This board meets monthly 
via video conference and annually in-person and 
includes members from either past or current cam-
pus ministry roles from all over the country.  This 
group, along with our partners in the PMA, has 
overseen the identity formation of UKIRK as it 
transitions from a loosely-affiliated group of singu-
lar ministries into a cohesive, national network.  
Along the way, the UKIRK network has provided 
ministries of all sizes the resources of a national 
network.  These include a published college-student
-oriented worship resource, access to grants (one of 
which we here at FPC Columbia applied for and 
received to fund our current internship position!), 
and national gatherings of campus ministers for ed-
ucation, fellowship, and resource sharing.   

 While participation in this group has been 
fruitful and rewarding so far, our most exciting days 
are still ahead of us.  From its inception until now, 
UKIRK has been under the umbrella leadership of 
the PMA.  As of this month, paperwork has been 
filed for UKIRK to incorporate as its own 501(c3) 
non-profit organization.  The PMA will remain a 
partner, both in vision and funding, however, 
UKIRK will soon be an autonomous organization 
ready to chart its own course into where God is 
leading.  Once incorporated, UKIRK will have a 
dedicated national director, a board of directors (on 
which I will be serving another three-year term), 

and will be able to provide the focused, passionate 
leadership our campus ministries deserve.  With my 
service on this board, I am able to lend my voice as 
a campus ministry leader at the local level to help 
guide the direction of the national network to best 
serve ministries just like the one here at FPC Co-
lumbia. 

 Thanks for keeping our local AND national 
UKIRK groups in your prayers and for the honor to 
serve our community’s college students here at FPC 
Columbia.  May God bless you and this ministry! 

 

Preston Turley 
Director of Campus Ministries 
 
 
Lent began yesterday. Lent is the 40 days (not counting 
Sundays) before Easter. Lent is a season to repent from 
sin, focus on Christ's sacrifice for our sins on the cross, 
and re-commit ourselves to works of love.  

 

We invite everyone to join us for our Lenten dinner se-
ries. This year's theme is Discerning God's Will. Here is 
the schedule of events for the remainder of Lent: 

 

Wednesday, March 13: Dinner at 6:00 PM. Evening ves-
pers to follow. The theme is Discerning God's Will by 
Reading. (soup) 

 

Wednesday, March 20: Dinner at 6:00 PM. Evening ves-
pers to follow. The theme is Discerning God's Will in 
Nature. (fried chicken) 

 

Wednesday, April 3: Dinner at 6:00 PM. Evening ves-
pers to follow. The theme is Discerning God's Will 
through Other People. (BBQ) 

 

Wednesday, April 10: Dinner at 6:00 PM. Evening ves-
pers to follow. The theme is Discerning God's Will in 
Current Events. (sandwiches) 

 

Thursday, April 18: Dinner at 6:00 PM. Maundy Thurs-
day worship to follow. We will celebrate the Sacrament 
of the Lord's Supper. (potato bar) 

 

Childcare is provided. Many thanks to our Member In-
volvement Team, and to our musicians and worship 
leaders for making these weeknight events possible! 

 
 

 Please RSVP to https://www.fpccolumbia.org/lenten-
dinners  or call the church office. 

 

https://www.fpccolumbia.org/lenten-dinners
https://www.fpccolumbia.org/lenten-dinners
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We received a thank you note from Special Offerings 
for our contribution of $299.49 for the Peace & Global 
Witness Offering. 
 
We also received a thank you note from Voluntary 

Action Center for our support as well as an invitation 

to their Third Annual Bridge Builders Society 

Reception on Tuesday, March 12, 2019 at their new 

location; 403A Vandiver Drive. RSVP at 573-874-2273 

or vac@vacmo.org 

 
Wanna join a Ministry Team and not attend any 
meetings? The Outreach Ministry Team is looking for 
ad hoc members. Here’s your assignment: Be on the 
lookout for guests and welcome them to our church. 
Help us out and you can add it to your already-
impressive resume. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One of the responsibilities of the Outreach Team is to 
identify visitors at First Presbyterian Church who might be 
interested in becoming new members.  Our team is 
requesting all members to "Reach Out" and welcome new 
people and encourage them to legibly fill out the 
attendance logs with complete contact information so 
follow up can be done by the team.  Five dollars will be 
donated to the Food Bank for each new submitted form.  

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING 
SPECIAL OFFERING 

Collected Easter Sunday April 21, 2019 
 

One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) is the single, largest 
way that Presbyterians come together every year to work 
for a better world — sharing God’s love with our 
neighbors-in-need around the world by providing relief 
from natural disasters, food for the hungry, and support 
for the poor and oppressed. Each gift helps to improve the 
lives of people in challenging situations through three 
impactful programs: 
 

PRESBYTERIAN DISASTER ASSISTANCE 

 

PRESBYTERIAN HUNGER PROGRAM 

 

SELF-DEVELOPMENT OF PEOPLE 

 
Please consider giving generously to this special offering. 

 
 

Want to Read Scripture in Worship? 
Sign up here: 

https://bit.ly/2sk0XYt  

 

 Book Club will meet on March 
19 at 6:30 PM in the Chez to 

discuss the book 
A Spool of Blue Thread 

By Anne Tyler 

As an Earth Care Congregation, we are 
excited to offer a special Lenten study 
resource! Lent 4.5 is a seven-week 
faith formation program which inspires 
and informs Christian communities on 
how to use the traditional Lenten 
disciplines of prayer, fasting and almsgiving to 
protect God’s creation, embrace Gospel justice 
and nurture spiritual fulfillment. It offers practical 
opportunities for people of faith to apply the 
values of Christian Simplicity to their everyday 
lives.   
Download a copy now by going to the Earth Care 
Congregation page of our website. 
https://www.fpccolumbia.org/earth-care-
congregaton 
 

Save the date 
The next Reach Out/Pick Up Dates are April 7 

and May 19,10:00-10:50 AM. 
 

 
  For as the earth brings forth its  

  shoots, and as a garden causes what is 
 sown in it to spring up, so the Lord GOD will 
cause righteousness and praise to spring up 

before all the nations.  

Prayer is putting oneself 

in the hands of God 

                  Mother Teresa 

March 10, 2019 

https://bit.ly/2sk0XYt
https://www.fpccolumbia.org/earth-care-congregaton
https://www.fpccolumbia.org/earth-care-congregaton


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Home Meetings:  Your Hopes and Dreams for FPC’s Future 
 

Nearly 90 First Presbyterian Church members participated in home meetings during the month of February. Participants 
discussed four questions:  

If our congregation would   , I know I would tell my friends what wonderful things they are missing out on at 
FPC. 

If our congregation did not continue to   , I would lose interest in remaining as a member. 
The things that concern me the most about FPC are   __. 
If, with the stroke of a pen, I could change one thing about our congregation, I would   . 

 
Afterward, facilitators wrote up the results of the conversations, and forwarded their reports to the Planning and 
Evaluation Team. The P&E Team met on March 5 to review the results of the home meetings. Here is the P&E Team’s 
sense of the meetings: 

Participants are dedicated to First Presbyterian Church and really want the congregation to move forward and 
succeed. What keeps members of FPC invested in the church are friendships, loyalty to the congregation, the 
programs we offer, and our mission projects.  

People are excited about the potential for new mission projects based on our track record of mission and our historic 
role in downtown Columbia.  

The chief concern or anxiety in the congregation at this time is declining numbers. There are also concerns about 
staffing—some related to performance, others related to uncertainty about how and when staff positions will be 
filled. Communication could be better. Finally, participants expressed concerns about our congregation’s ability 
to process conflict and deal with tough issues.  

People want to identify and participate in a new, local, hands-on, and intergenerational mission project.  
 

Based on the conversations in the home meetings, the P&E Team is proposing the following goals for the Session to 
consider:  

Identify and execute a signature local mission project to which FPC would devote the bulk of its financial and human 
resources. 

Over the next five years, increase worship attendance at a rate that is equal to or greater than the percentage of 
population growth in the city of Columbia.  

Provide more fellowship events that bring together worshippers from both services and participants of all ages.  
Improve communication across the board (web site, social media, minutes for mission, pew and seatback literature, 

etc.). 
 
These goals are in addition to tentative goals already proposed by the P&E Team based on the Evening of Historical 

Reflection event in January. At a retreat in the late spring, the Session will consider all the goals and adopt the 
ones it believes that God is calling us to embrace. For more information about our discernment process, visit the 
web site, www.fpccolumbia.org. Click on the “About” tab, and then click on “Discernment Process.” Or go 
straight to https://www.fpccolumbia.org/discernment-process.  

Board of Deacon News 

People come into our lives disguised as angels and 
sometimes angels come into our lives disguised as 
people.  It is possible to see God everywhere.  All it 
takes are open eyes and ears and the willingness to 
see miracles.  They are everywhere.  God is as 
available as we are.  Having friends who inspire us 
to rise to higher and greater levels is an awesome 
gift.  Surround yourself with people who inspire 
you to do better and inspire your friends as well.  It 
is a profound truth that the people we spend time 
with shape the path that we travel.  

 

“Instead be kind to each other, tenderhearted, 
forgiving one another, just as God through Christ 

has forgiven you.” 

 (Ephesians 4:32) 

As we strive to bid farewell to winter, remember 
“No winter lasts forever; no spring skips its 

turn.” (Hal Borland) 

http://www.fpccolumbia.org
https://www.fpccolumbia.org/discernment-process
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Happy March 
Birthday to… 

 
8 Gordon Toland 
9 Lynn McKinney 
10 Garrick West 
11 Megan Lilien 
13 Ellen McQuie 
 Jerry 
 Thompson 
14 Marcia Lynn 
17 Dorothy 
 Rahmeyer 
19 Meg Gray 
 Anna McCray 
21 Lynn 
 Montgomery 
 Ryan Smith 
22 James Dalton 
 Elizabeth 
 Hammond 
24 Pat Fox 
 Anita 
 Heidbrink 
26 Juliet Wambua 
 Lynn Willbrand 
28 Bonnie Mullen 
29 Carol French 
30 Debbie 
 Gerhardt 
 Katherine 
 Presley 
 Jon Ludwig 
31 Jan Appuhn 
 Liam Keller 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Happy April 

Birthday to...  
 
1 Diana 
 Hawthorne 
 Katlyn 
 Wilbanks 
 Melissa 
 Buchanan 
 Rebecca Vogler 
 James Hancock 
2 Joan Foreman 
 Sara Nichols 
4 Hunter 
 Crawford 
5 Elizabeth 
 Brixey 
6 Cheryl Andres 
7 Sharon Duncan 
8 Jeff Jones 
9 Beth Dessem 
 Mary McCoy 
 

 

The 7th Annual Spay-ghetti Dinner fundraiser 

on February 19 was well attended, despite the 

winter weather coming in that evening. 

Youth Sunday and Robert Newman’s last Sunday 
 
 

Robert's email address is:  rpnewman93@gmail.com 
His mailing address is: 2909 Warrington Rd. 
Mountain Brook, AL  35233  

This month, we are beginning a new spotlight on the music-makers at 
FPC. We start with Lafe Arens, one of our scholarship recipients, who 

sings in the choir at the 11:00 AM service, and helps Jordan with 
conducting and organization. 

Lafe is from Montgomery City, MO where he went to 
Montgomery County R-2 high school. He graduated in 2016, 
and came to the University of Missouri to pursue a degree in 
music education. Lafe found his passion for music during his 
sophomore year of high school when he obtained his first 1 
rating at state solo and small ensemble competition, and 
found it to be one thing that continues to inspire him every 
day. After graduation from MU, he intends to go into the 
professional music world, conduct private music lessons, and 
seek paid singing and conducting gigs.  Lafe came to FPC, 
after being approached by his fraternity brother, James 
Shemwell, about working with Jazz Rucker, the music director 
at the time. Lafe has gained some great choral and conducting 
experience, and is a wonderful asset to our choir! 

Practice makes perfect! 



 

 

2018-2019 Session Members 

 
 
 

February Session Highlights 
 

The Session met Thursday, February 21 at 7:00 PM. The Session began by engaging in a Bible study on Psalm 1. 
The Session met with Carole and Ray Turner and received them as new members. The Turners are transferring 
their membership from a congregation in New Port Richey, Florida.  
 
The Session adopted the Treasurer's Report for January. The report included the following information: Pledge 
contributions to operating budget in January were $125,531 which includes $61,438 in pre-paid pledge 
contributions. Approximately 20% of the 2019 annual pledges have been received in January 2019. Total income 
for January which includes income from pledges, investments, Campus Ministry and Miscellaneous Income was 
$138,808.00 which is 17% of the annual budget. Compared to the end of January in 2018 total income in January 
2019 is approx. $13,000 more. Beginning in 2019, Campus Ministry income and expenses are part of the general 
operating budget. Income exceeded expenses in January by $80,423.00. Primary expenses in January were 
personnel and property related expenses.  
 
The Session took the following actions:  

Approved a motion from the Property Team to replace the sidewalk along the lower parking lot on Hitt 
Street. The City of Columbia will pay 1/2 the cost of the $58,000 project and install new lighting along 
the sidewalk. FPC funds for the project will come from the Major Maintenance Reserve Fund.  

Approved a motion from the Personnel Team to transition Youth Ministry responsibilities to Jon Ludwig 
for the period of March 1 to September 1, and raise Jon's salary by $405 per month.  

The Session discussed options for funding the new HVAC system in the sanctuary in the event that bids come in 
higher than the sum remaining from the fourth capital campaign. Session members also shared what they'd 
learned from conversations about community needs. 

Ministry Teams Chairperson or Co-Chairpersons 
  

Campus Ministry Kevin O’Brien (kobrienesq@gmail.com) 

Children and Families Stacy Summers (stacymsumm@aol.com) 

Board of Deacons Cindy Brodhacker (cjbrodhacker@socket.net) 

Mary Hoskins (llhoskins@mchsi.com) 

Finance Adam Dowling (adowling@engandwoods.com) 

Jackie Gatz (gatz.jackie@gmail.com)  
Member Involvement Gail McCray (gwmccray@gmail.com) 

Dave Zanone (davezanone@centurytel.net) 

Mission Dale Metcalf (dmetcalf@houseofbrokers.com) 

Outreach Beth Boyce (eboyce4644@gmail.com) 

Personnel Ellen Dent (ellend0651@gmail.com)  
Planning, Evaluation, Oversight Jim Lynn (jimlynnjr@gmail.com) 

Property Jane Ledwin  (janeledwin@hotmail.com) 
Allan Moore (amoore@ms-app.com)  

Worship Ed Hander  (ed@hander.org) 

John Christiansen (jfchristiansen@yahoo.com) 

Youth Allison Shipp-Shively (aashipp81@gmail.com)  

The mission of  UKIRK is:  
Reaching, loving, and teaching college students  
so that they may be lifelong followers of Jesus.         

 
Visit their Facebook page: UKIRK CoMo to keep up on all 
things College Ministry. 

 
We ask that you keep UKIRK in your prayers, as we do our best to faithfully fulfill God's 
call to us to meet, love, and journey alongside the college students of this community. 

 
On behalf of all of our students, we would like to thank you, our FPC 
family, for your amazing outpouring of love and support shown to us 
with your contributions. In addition to our gratitude, we also extend to 
you one more request...that you continue to keep our students and this 
ministry in your daily prayers.  Thanks to you all! 

mailto:adowling@engandwoods.com
mailto:janeledwin@hotmail.com
mailto:amoore@ms-app.com
mailto:ed@hander.org
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2016-2018 Capital Campaign Corner 

  Amount Pledged    $817,093 

  Pledges Received thru 2/28/2019 $797,647 

      

Current Status of Capital Campaign Goals 

  Loan for 2007-08 Capital Improvements— 

 Balance—$0/Retired 

  Roof Project— Completed and Funded 

  Tuck Pointing— Completed and Funded 

  HVAC Project— Pending 

 Phase 1 Engineering Evaluation-Completed 

Gifts & Memorials 
 

  DID YOU KNOW … that you can give a 
 Legacy Gift? A Legacy Gift is a simple,  
 joyful way to carry your values forward to 
 the next generation. It can be a gift of your 
 resources given upon your death. Or, it can 
 be a gift you make now to help fund a 

particular program or endowment fund that is especially 
meaningful to you. 
 
Making a bequest is an easy way to leave a financial gift 
to the church.  Your assets remain in your control during 
your lifetime.  After you make provisions for your family, 
you can give a gift to FPC by including a bequest 
statement in your will.  If you specify one or more of the  
church’s endowment funds, you will leave a legacy 
supporting the program(s) that you cherish most. 
 
Planning for end of life issues is a faithful act of Christian 
stewardship.  Do not hesitate to contact our Pastor, Marvin 
Lindsay, for guidance on how you can make a legacy gift 
that reflects your values and benefits the on-going life of 
FPC. 
 
 

Presbyterian Women’s Mission Giving in 2018 

Our Presbyterian Women are generous and 
mission focused, giving $5,944.61 to missions! The 
PW Circles contributed: 

 Church Mission Worldwide and PW 
Churchwide $1204.07 

Local agencies, including True North and 
Benton Elementary School $1413.53 

Loaves & Fishes (Hunger Fund) $177.96 

Least Coin $58.76 

Water Wells in Haiti $145.26  

Our congregation gave generously to special 
offerings of  Presbyterian Women and PC (USA):  

PW Birthday Offering (May) $1424.00 

PW Thank Offering (November) $1521.00  

Peace & Global Witness Offering (October) Total 
- $596.00, of which $199.00 was sent to 
McCambridge Center, the local mission designee 
for 2018.  

Thank you for your generosity! 

 
March fiscal fitness 

 
With the conclusion of the 2016-2018 
capital campaign, finance team members 
are currently engaging with the property 
team to develop a strategy for 

completing the repair of our HVAC system, the final 
deliverable of the campaign.   We are so fortunate for 
the generosity of our members and all those who 
contributed to such a successful capital campaign.  
 
The remaining campaign fund balance, following the 
completion of all other designated projects is 
$162,746.36.  While preliminary estimates for HVAC 
repair indicated alignment with our allocated funds, 
there is now greater confidence that the repair may 
cost more than initially anticipated.  Given this, the 
Session has begun to explore our options for 
completing this project.  
 
We’ll continue to share as we learn more. In the 
interim, prayers for warmer temperatures (for now) 
and a mild summer! 

 

First Presbyterian Church  
Disciples Making a Difference 

Our Mission: Living our faith in Jesus Christ by… 

  

* Embracing all people 

 *Engaging all neighborhoods 

  * Encouraging each other 

       * Empowering lives 



 

 

 
The Back Page 
By Marvin Lindsay 

 

 Greetings, FPC members! I know that you miss Kathie and Robert. So do we! I know you have 
questions about who will replace them and when. Let me tell you what we know thus far.  

 Jon Ludwig, our Director of Christian Formation, has taken over Youth Director duties as of March 
1. He will serve in this capacity at least through the end of August. Jon worked closely with Robert. Our 
youth know him, and we are excited about Jon stepping into this new role.  

 Beginning April 1, Ginny Barnes is going to join our staff as Minister of Pastoral Care. Ginny sings 
in the choir at the traditional service. She is a licensed minister in the United Methodist Church. She served 
FPC in this same capacity in early 2016, between Rich Hansen’s departure and my arrival. Ginny’s primary 
duty will be visiting our homebound and nursing home members. She will make some hospital visits, and 
she will also take a leadership role in worship on occasion. You know already what an excellent preacher 
Ginny is! We are blessed to have her back in this role at FPC.  

 In the long term, we will have to decide whether or not to call a new associate pastor, whether or not 
to call a new youth director, or whether we want to configure our staff in some other way. When we 
complete the congregational discernment process, we will have a better sense of what our ministry 
priorities will be over the next few years. That knowledge will guide our Personnel Team as they make 
recommendations to the Session regarding how many staff members we should employ, and what their job 
descriptions ought to be.  

 The processes for calling or hiring ordained and or non-ordained staff members are very different. 
To hire a new youth director or other non-ordained staff member, the Personnel Team would draft a job 
description, advertise the position, interview candidates, and recommend one for hire by the Session.  

 To call a new associate pastor, FPC will have to request permission from the presbytery to conduct 
a search. The congregation will elect an Associate Pastor Nominating Committee (APNC). The APNC will 
draft a Ministry Information Form (MIF). An MIF describes the church and its community, and contains a 
job description for the Associate Pastor. The APNC will read resumes (called Personal Information Forms, 
or PIFs), interview candidates, and nominate a finalist to be called by a vote of the congregation. The 
successful candidate will have to pass an examination by the presbytery. A related note: the associate pastor 
position can be eliminated only by a vote of the congregation.  

 Our congregation remains in a state of transition. Transition states can create anxiety about the 
future and nostalgia for the past. Please know that the long period of staff stability that we enjoyed in the 
2000s and early 2010s was the exception, not the rule. Change is the new normal. If we remain rooted in 
prayer, the Word of God, and a desire to share God’s love with the world, then the present can be a place of 
fruitful work in God’s kingdom. Instead of anxiety and nostalgia, we can feel gratitude for our history and 
hope for the future.  

      Yours in Christ,  

      Marvin 

Help provide a meal to those who are hungry in our community: 
Prepare food and serve at Loaves & Fishes 

 
  Once a month, a group from FPC meets at Wilkes Blvd. church to prepare and 
  Serve food to Columbia residents who are hungry.  YOU can put your faith into 
  action and share God’s love with those in need by providing food and/or 
  volunteering!  Please go to our website www.fpccolumbia.org and click on the 
  Loaves and Fishes banner on the homepage to sign up to serve and/or donate 
  food.  Our next day to serve is March 28.  
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First Presbyterian Church 
16 Hitt Street 
Columbia, MO 65201 

 

Senior Pastor 
     Marvin Lindsay 
 
Director of Campus Ministries and 
Contemporary Worship 
    Preston Turley 
 
Director of Christian Formation  
    Jon Ludwig 
 
Financial Coordinator 
    Brenda Kinkade 
 
Executive Administrative Assistant 
     Nancy Foote 
 
Custodian 
     Tony Hayes     
 
Assistant Custodian 
      Jan Bradford-Watts 
 
Organist 
    Michael Bancroft 
 
Adult Choir/Handbell Director 
      Jordan Walker 
 
Pastor Emeritus   
    Richard J. Ramsey 

 Sunday Mornings at FPC: 
Worship at 9:00 & 11:00  a.m.   

  

Church office hours: 
   9:00 a.m.- 4:30 p.m.         (Monday - Friday) 

 

Church phone numbers: 
  Office: (573) 442-1164           Fax: (573) 442-7161 

  

E-mail: office@fpccolumbia.org                 Web site: www.fpccolumbia.org 
 

 

   Find us on Facebook—First Presbyterian Church, UKIRK, 
                                            Presbyterian Women, and MOPS 
  

 The next Epistle will be available on April 4, 2019.  
If you have not given your email address to the church office, please do so 
as soon as possible to continue to receive news from First Pres! 
 
To receive The Epistle and @First by email, visit our website at 
www.fpccolumbia.org.  
 
Don’t forget about the church’s online calendar at our website: 
www.fpccolumbia.org.  
 

Sunday sermons are available online.. Please visit www.fpccolumbia.org.  
 

 
         Ministers  -  All Christians 


