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In this issue 

 
 

~  VBS 2019 

 
  

~  Mission Trip to S.D. 

 
 

~  Egypt, the Nile, & the   
    Exodus 

 

… and much, much more. 
 

Read about it TODAY! 

 Because I committed myself to preaching 
through the prophets this summer, I missed out on an 
opportunity to preach on the Lord’s Prayer. Fortunate-
ly I have this Epistle submission due, so let me take 
this opportunity to pen a few words on prayer!  
 If you find prayer difficult, don’t feel badly. 
So did the disciples! Jesus taught them the Lord’s 
Prayer because they asked for instruction on the topic. 
If prayer didn’t come naturally for them, why should 
it come naturally for us? The good news is that we 
can learn to pray. With practice, and with God’s help, 
what is difficult becomes easier.  
 Jesus teaches us to call God “Father.” The Ar-
amaic word is “Abba,” which is best translated 
“Daddy.” In addition, all the verbs in the Lord’s Pray-
er are in the imperative with no softeners like 
“please.” You don’t have to walk on eggshells when 
you pray to God. You can bang your sippy cup on the 
tray and demand Daddy’s attention! Perhaps this is 
why we find prayer difficult. Our pride prevents us 
from approaching God as children, as people utterly 
dependent on the care of our Creator.  
 “Hallowed be thy name.” Terrorists blow 
themselves up in the name of God. Clergy abuse their 
authority to molest children and teenagers. Fearmon-
gering preachers stoke the fires of hatred against 
whole groups of people in the name of God. God’s 
good name is besmirched by sinful human beings. 
Jesus teaches us to pray for the grace to live lives that 
will point to the true nature of God: humble, self-
sacrificing love.  
 “Thy kingdom come.” Winston Churchill fa-
mously said that democracy is the worst sort of gov-
ernment in the world… except for all the other forms 
of governments. There is yet a better form of govern-
ment to come, and that is when God’s just and loving 
authority will triumph over all pride, greed, and fear 
that resists it. 
 In a society in which most of us have fully 
stocked pantries, what sense does it make to pray for 
daily bread? This request reminds us to give thanks 
for farmers, agricultural laborers, truck drivers, wait-
resses, grocery store employees, and many, many oth-
ers who work day-by-day to put food on our tables. It 
reminds us to be generous toward those many other 
people who still live day-to-day, both here and over-
seas.  
 We owe God our obedience. When we sin, red 

ink gets splashed all over our moral ledgers. So we 
pray, “forgive us our debts,” and we trust that the 
blood Jesus shed on the cross can put us in the black 
again with God. What is more, God intends that this 
great gift of debt forgiveness be shared with others. 
“Forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.” 
 Finally, Jesus knows that we are weak and 
prone to making mistakes. So we pray that we will 
never be put in the position where we have to choose 
between our loyalty to Christ and our lives. “Lead us 
not into temptation” is often rendered “Save us from 
the time of trial” in modern translations. We also pray 
that our sisters and brothers who are being persecuted 
for their faith would be delivered from the evils they 
are undergoing.  
 With the confidence of little children who live 
in complete assurance of their parent’s love for them, 
we boldly ask our Father in heaven to make us more 
loving and holy, to feed our bodies with bread and our 
souls with mercy, to preserve us from evil, and nur-
ture those little signs of the kingdom until they grow 
and spread, and evil is no more. Through prayer, God 
will help us achieve our vision to be Disciples Mak-
ing a Difference.  
 
Marvin 

 
 

New Fall Schedule!    
Beginning September 1st 

 

9:30 am  The Offering Worship Service 
9:45 am  Children dismissed to Sunday School 
10:30 am Fellowship Hour and Children’s Choir 
11:00 am Traditional Worship Service 
11:15 am Children dismissed after the Children’s  
  Sermon to Sunday School 
 

The Sunday school floor will be open from 9:30 am-noon. 

 

We are having a teacher's meeting for preschool and elemen-
tary Sunday school teachers on Thursday, August 8th, at 6 pm 
and are looking for a lead teacher for our second service Sun-
day school class. 

 

We are also looking for someone to teach an adult Sunday 
school class during the first service. See Jon or Marvin if you 
are interested. 
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We received thank you notes from Rainbow House for our 
support, from Presbyterian Children’s Homes and Services 
for our support, from Services for Independent Living for 
our donation of $125.00, and from Special Offerings for our 
participation in One Great Hour of Sharing - our 
congregation donated $2,413.00! 

 
 

Our last First Friday of the summer! Meet at 
Rose Music Hall at 5:00 PM on August 2. 
Come and listen to some good music and 

fellowship with others in the church! 

Gathering for Duane Hombs 

 

FPC member, Duane Hombs, passed away on 
July 25, 2019 in Mexico, MO. He loved his First 
Presbyterian church family, and enjoyed serving 
as a Deacon, Greeter, landscaper, and faithful 
helper at the Saturday Café. To celebrate Duane’s 
life, you are invited to join his family at Agave 
Mexican Restaurant (a favorite of Duane’s) 
between 11:00 am and 1:00 pm on Saturday, 
August 17. If you choose to eat, you can order and 
pay on your own. Bring your favorite stories to 
share about this kind, gentle man. Duane loved his 
hats and caps—and was rarely seen without one. 
You are invited to wear one of your favorite hats 
or caps—and we will “tip our hats” in Duane’s 
memory. 

 

Space at Agave is somewhat limited, so please let 
Nancy Graham (573-446-3712) or Betsy Rall 
(573-446-1518) know if you plan to come, so we 
can save a spot for you! We can help you with 
directions to Agave, if needed. 

 

If you choose to make a memorial donation in 
Duane’s name, the family requests that donations 
be made to First Presbyterian Church, marked 
“Landscaping.” 

The Outreach Team will provide "Salty Snacks" 
at station stop for the Heart of America 

Marathon 

 
Max and Candi Thomson prepared Outreach 

Team's Reception on Sunday, July 14th 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A number of visitors have attended Summer 
Worship services and have been welcomed by 
Outreach Team members through personal 
contact and phone calls.  A New Member class 
will be forming soon. 

 
Paper can be recycled only 

six times. 
After that, the fibers are 

too weak to hold together. 
 

 
 

Book Club will meet on 
August 20th at 6:30 PM in the 

Chez to discuss the book, 
Sourdough: or, Lois and Her 

Adventures in the 
Underground Market: A Novel 

By Robin Sloan 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

BOARD OF DEACON NEWS 
 

Your Board of Deacons has incorporated mini-training sessions into our monthly meetings. 
Thanks to Chris Bouchard who attended a workshop at the Church of the Resurrection in Kansas 
City. We are privileged to have access to a resource called Empowered, a Model of Care. This 
training provides ideas on how to effectively provide care to people in different situations—
chronic illness, divorce, employment, financial hardships, hospice, grief, parenting challenges 
and more. Chris and Ginny Barnes are leading us in these trainings.   
 
Class of 2020    Class of 2021    Class of 2022 
Chris Bouchard    Michael Lilien    Terra Clussman 
Cindy Brodhacker    Chris Mawhinney    Carla Conley 
Debbie Gerhardt    Deb Olson     Janet Dierker 
Sandy Gunn     Ruth Thompson    Amanda Nell 
Mary Hoskins    Aurora Meyer-Tyler   Kristy Rysdam 
Ann O’Brien           Sally Swanson 
Vi Powell           Lydia Wambua 
            Joe Weston 
            Barak White 
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Happy August
Birthday to… 

 
8 Joshua Floyd 
 Gary Fox 
9 Adam Dowling 
10 Ted Masthay 
 Dana Sample 
11 Greg Burns 
12 Mary Lou 
 Wright 
14 Bill Kaufman 
 Bill Regan 
 Christina 
 Hackamack 
16 Tracy Calvert 
 Ruth Thompson 
17 Anne Braisted 
 Janet Dierker 
 Robert Hurst 
18 Sydney Ludwig 
19 Gordon Brown 
 Sally Swanson 
 Daniel 
 Valentine 
20 Kelly Burns 
 Joe McCoy 
 Bob Mullen 
 Leelee 
 Shewmaker 
21 Maddox 
 Kintner 
22 Ginny Crawford 
 Ed Hander 
23 Quincy McCray 
 Gene Powell 
 Kristy Rysdam 
24 John 
 Christiansen 
 Fred 
 Hawthorne 
 Robert Reid 
27 Dick Martin 
30 Nancy Graham 
31 Betsy Garrett
 Clark Marks 

Happy September
Birthday to… 

 
1 Beth Pekkala 
3 Irene 
 Alexander 
 Barb Buchanan 
 Molly Means 
 Gene Perry 
4 Carolyn Hawks 
 James Carl 
5 Jeanne Lewis 
6 Scott Buchanan 
 Jennifer Lynn 
 Marilyn Parker 
7 Shirley Mason 
 Jerry Valentine 
8 Samuel 
 McCrary 
 

FPC Music-Maker Spotlight—Adult Choir and Handbell Director, Jordan Walker 
 

 

 

First Presbyterian Church  
Disciples Making a Difference 

Our Mission: Living our faith in Jesus Christ 

by… 

  

* Embracing all people 

      *Engaging all neighborhoods 

            * Encouraging each other 

                  * Empowering lives 

Help provide a meal to those who are hungry in our community: 
Prepare food and serve at Loaves & Fishes 

 
Once a month, a group from FPC meets at Wilkes Blvd. Church to prepare 
and serve food to Columbia residents who are hungry.  YOU can put your 
faith into action and share God’s love with those in need by providing food 
and/or volunteering!  Please go to our website www.fpccolumbia.org, hover 
over the serve tab, then click on “Locally” to go to the page to sign up to 
serve and/or donate food.  Our next day to serve is August 22.  
 
We feed 120 folks each month at Loaves and Fishes. We have a new freezer 
waiting for service. When cooking for your family, think about making a 
double recipe and bring one to the church to freeze. In December, our 
needs double with Saturday Café. The freezer can hold enough food for a 
whole month. Recipes for large quantities will be available at the office. 
We welcome your assistance. 

Mission Ministry Team 

 Jordan Walker grew up singing in the Pentecostal tradition, 
and learned to read music and sing as a chorister in middle 
school. He has continued singing as a chorister and soloist 
for the last sixteen years in a variety of musical ensembles. 
Following undergrad, Jordan moved to Columbia to pursue 
a master’s in choral conducting at the University of 
Missouri.  During his second year at Mizzou he joined the 
choir at First Presbyterian Church, which was then under 
the direction of Jazz Rucker.  He began teaching 
elementary music in Columbia Public Schools where he 
found his calling in nurturing and cultivating an 
atmosphere and love for choral singing with his students, 
as well as assisting in developing a mindset of critical 
thinking, self-dependency, competence, and self-efficacy 
with younger learners.  In the winter of 2017, he became 
the choral director at First Presbyterian Church in Fulton, 
MO, where he directed for a year and a half before coming 
to his current position here at FPC, Columbia.   

 
One of our members, Bill 

Regan, will be turning 80 on 

August 14. Bill is currently 

out of state, recovering from a 

stroke, but would love to 

receive birthday cards. 

 

Bill Regan 

3784 Dunn Court 

Appling, GA 30802 



 

 

2019-2020 Session Members 

 
 

 
July Stated Session Notes 

 

Approved the Minutes from the June Stated Session Meeting 

Approved the June Treasurer’s Report 

Brought forward the motion to begin the search for Associate Pastor. A motion was made to begin 
the search for a new Associate Pastor, the motion was seconded. Discussion followed. The 
Finance Ministry Team presented the options concerning the impact on the budget for 2020. 
Since the earliest that an Associate Pastor could be called would be mid-year 2020, the 
operating budget would not be impacted until then. FPC can handle that with the approximate 
addition of $43,000.00 to the operating budget. Some ministry areas might be affected. The 
motion was made, seconded and the motion to begin the process of calling a new Associate 
Pastor was approved. 

The Session retreat will be on August 10, 2019 at FPC in the Ramsey Fellowship Center beginning 
at 8:00 a.m. and ending at 12:00 noon. 

Ministry Teams Chairperson or Co-Chairpersons 
  

Campus Ministry Kevin O’Brien (kobrienesq@gmail.com) 
Children and Families Stacy Summers (stacymsumm@aol.com) 

Board of Deacons Cindy Brodhacker (cjbrodhacker@socket.net) 
Mary Hoskins (llhoskins@mchsi.com) 

Finance Adam Dowling (adowling@engandwoods.com) 
David Wainwright (cdavidww@gmail.com) 

Member Involvement Kathy Lee (thursdayschild318@gmail.com) 

Mission Dale Metcalf (dmetcalf@houseofbrokers.com) 
Outreach Beth Boyce (eboyce4644@gmail.com) 
Personnel Ellen Dent (ellend0906@gmail.com) 

Kent Hopper (hopper.kent@gmail.com) 
Planning, Evaluation, Oversight Jim Lynn (jimlynnjr@gmail.com) 

Dave Zanone (davezanone@centurytel.net) 
Property Allan Moore (amoore@ms-app.com)  

Linda Landry (landryl@health.missouri.edu) 
Worship Richard Baumann (rbaumann@ccis.edu) 

Youth Jackie Gatz (gatz.jackie@gmail.com) 

The mission of  UKIRK is:  
Reaching, loving, and teaching college students  
so that they may be lifelong followers of Jesus.         

 
Visit their Facebook page: UKIRK CoMo to keep up on all 
things College Ministry. 

 
We ask that you keep UKIRK in your prayers, as we do our 
best to faithfully fulfill God's call to us to meet, love, and 

journey alongside the college students of this community. 
 

On behalf of all of our students, we would like to thank you, our FPC 
family, for your amazing outpouring of love and support shown to us 
with your contributions. In addition to our gratitude, we also extend to 
you one more request...that you continue to keep our students and this 
ministry in your daily prayers.  Thanks to you all! 

mailto:adowling@engandwoods.com
mailto:cdavidww@gmail.com
mailto:amoore@ms-app.com
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August fiscal fitness 

 

Now that summer is coming to a close, it’s time to start thinking about fall activities at FPC. The 
Finance Ministry Team is proud to announce that there is a new group of church members that 
have formed a team to think about and work on how to enable our church to meet its mission.   

 
They are the brand new Stewardship sub-committee! The team has already been working hard on taking a 
fresh look at how we think about Stewardship as a church.  
 
The team is led by Sarah Grim. Sarah is a Development Officer for the Presbyterian Children’s Homes and 
Services. Her teammates are Carolyn Johnson, Michelle Vahlkamp, Ginny Northcutt, Rebecca Biestek 
(UKIRK student), Jim Roller and Ray Turner. If you get a chance, ask one of them about this exciting new 
effort. 
 
They plan to bring a new, fresh look at how we approach Stewardship. Watch for a series of planned events in 
October and November to kick off our Stewardship campaign for 2020!  

 
 

Gifts & Memorials 
 

Do you have a will? … If not, please make one.  Ensuring your assets are disposed of in an 
orderly fashion is a great gift that you can give to your loved ones and friends. Consider leaving 
a gift to the church in your will. 

 

First Presbyterian Church has four endowments: the Capital Improvement Endowment, the Earl & 
Ruth Kroth Scholarship Fund, the Campus Ministry Endowment Fund, and the Education 
Endowment Fund.  Together, they speak volumes about the hopes and dreams of this congregation.  
They say that First Presbyterian Church wants this place to be dedicated 
to the intellectual and spiritual growth of future Christian men and women. 

 

Your bequests, of any size, to any or all of these funds, will help a new generation reach their God-
given potential.  Helping others, some who haven’t been born yet, is good stewardship.  Thank you 
for considering a gift to the church in your will. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us in the Ramsey Center for 
“Egypt, the Nile, and the Exodus” 

with Rev. James Hillbrick 
September 3 (Tues), 9 (Mon), and 17 (Tues) 

7:00-8:30 pm 

 

Rev. Jim Hillbrick is a retired pastor, a Bible scholar 

and a historian, and will speak about the importance 

of  the Nile to Egyptian life, and the amazing three 

thousand years of  Egyptian history. The latter part 

of  that history kept intersecting with the Hebrew 

people; from Abraham, to Moses, right down to 

Jesus. He will also talk about the impact of  Egyptian 

life and of  Moses, on both the Israelites and the 

Egyptians. 

 

Sponsored by Member Involvement Ministry Team 

 



 

 

Presbyterian Women are working for a better church, community, and world. We have completed the Family 
Area which is behind the sanctuary, so take a look at the outcome! We are aware of the needs of a family in our 
congregation who would love our help. In August please bring Target, HyVee gift cards, or other contributions 
to church. There will be a box on the kiosk to place cards, prayers, and contributions which will be locked up 
each Sunday.  They will also need school supplies. We encourage all women of the church to join a circle.  
Check the web site for times of circles or contact Deb Olson (daolson1205@gmail.com) There is a wonderful 
Bible Study that we use for our meetings. Being a part of a circle is inspiring and supportive and we hope all 
will become involved. 

 
Dates to Remember 

 

The month of August:  “Love for the Hanney Family” 
August 5:  PW Coordinating Team, 3:00 in the large conference room 
August 17:  Bible Study Workshop in KC. Contact the church for carpool information 

The Board of Directors of Presbyterian Women in the 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), Inc. just cast a 
unanimous vote for the 2021 Churchwide Gathering of 
Presbyterian Women! #PWGathering 
#2021ChurchwideGathering. 

When: August 5-8, 2021 

Where: St. Louis, Missouri 

 
PW Horizons Bible Study Leader Workshop, Love Carved in Stone: A Fresh Look at the Ten 

Commandments, featuring author Rev. Eugenia Gamble, will be Saturday, August 17, 2019 from 
9 AM—3 PM at the Village Presbyterian Church, Fellowship Hall, 6641 Mission Rd. Prairie Village, KS. 

The cost is $20 which includes a continental breakfast and a light lunch. For questions or to register, 
please call Sunni Battin in Adult Ministries at 913-671-2333 . Paper copies of the registration forms are at 

the kiosk in the Welcome Center. 

SAVE THE DATE 
It’s Official! We’re Gathering! 

2019 High School Mission Trip to South Dakota 

 

Leaving FPC on July 27. Chaperones (L-R); Duke and Kim 
Fennewald, Maxine Branson and Youth Director, Jon Ludwig 
(middle) 

High school students (L-R); Zoë O’Brien, Juliet Wambua, 
Terra Clussman, Aidan Matteson, Audrey Shively 

Audrey, Zoë, Juliet, Terra, and 
Aidan in front of Mt. Rushmore! 

mailto:daolson1205@gmail.com
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First Presbyterian Church 
16 Hitt Street 
Columbia, MO 65201 

 

Senior Pastor 
     Marvin Lindsay 
 
Minister of Pastoral Care 
     Ginny Barnes 
 
Director of Campus Ministries and 
Contemporary Worship 
     Preston Turley 
 
Director of Christian Formation  
     Jon Ludwig 
 
Financial Coordinator 
     Fran Muench 
 
Executive Administrative Assistant 
     Nancy Foote 
 
Custodian 
     Tony Hayes    
 
Assistant Custodian 
     James Scott 
 
Organist 
     Michael Bancroft 
 
Adult Choir/Handbell Director 
     Jordan Walker 
 
Pastor Emeritus   
     Richard J. Ramsey 

 Summer Sunday Mornings at FPC: 
Worship at 10:00 AM (Aug. 25, worship at 11:00 AM)  

  

Church office hours: 
   9:00 a.m.- 4:30 p.m.         (Monday - Friday) 

 

Church phone numbers: 
  Office: (573) 442-1164           Fax: (573) 442-7161 

  

E-mail: office@fpccolumbia.org                 Web site: www.fpccolumbia.org 
 

 

   Find us on Facebook—First Presbyterian Church, UKIRK, 
                                            Presbyterian Women, and MOPS 
  

 The next Epistle will be available on Sept. 5, 2019.  
If you have not given your email address to the church office, please do so 
as soon as possible to continue to receive news from FPC! 
 
To receive The Epistle and @First by email, visit our website at 
www.fpccolumbia.org.  
 
Don’t forget about the church’s online calendar at our website: 
www.fpccolumbia.org.  
 

Sunday sermons are available online.. Please visit www.fpccolumbia.org.  
 

 
         Ministers  -  All Christians 

mailto:office@fpccolumbia.org
fpccolumbia.org
fpccolumbia.org
fpccolumbia.org
fpccolumbia.org

