
First Presbyterian Church Stewardship 
November 10, 2019 is our First Presbyterian Church (FPC) 
Commitment Sunday. It is the time when those who hear God’s 
calling at FPC pledge to support the work of the Church and its 
congregation for the coming year.    
 
Some members may ask, “where do our pledge monies go, and how 
do they support our church and its mission?” These are excellent 
questions, since indeed FPC provides financial support, time and 
talent, and in-kind donations to those whose missions we share.     
 
Over the next couple of issues and months, we will provide information on what organizations 
we support and how we support them through FPC dollars, time, talent, and in-kind donations.   
 
Please take a moment to read each segment and to prayerfully consider your 2020 
Stewardship Pledge knowing how FPC significantly impacts those in need.  We do remarkable 
work through our individual and cumulative efforts! 
 
The Connected Church 
FPC is part of Presbyterian Church USA (PCUSA), the Synod of the Mid-America, and 
Missouri Union Presbytery.  PCUSA is the nation’s largest Presbyterian denomination and 
serves as the governing body for PCUSA churches.  Through the generous financial support of 
individual members, congregations, and mid councils (presbyteries and synods), PCUSA can 
support the work of the: General Assembly (GA), Presbyterian Mission, Presbyterian Disaster 
Assistance, Presbyterian Foundation, Presbyterian Theological Fund (part of the Presbyterian 
Foundation), Presbyterian Historical Society, and Presbyterian Women.  The GA is responsible 
for assuring that the expression of our theology remains true to the biblical standards in our 
historic confessions.  It sets priorities for the church and establishes relationships with other 
churches or ecumenical bodies. Of note, in 2019, PDA and Story Ministry released “Flint: The 
Poisoning of an American City”, a tale of the Michigan city’s five-year-old water crisis that was 
nearly a century in the making and came to fruition by a series of tragic government decisions 
that put lead into the drinking water of many Flint residents. 
 
FPC Columbia benefits from PCUSA through the search process for a new Associate Pastor.  
When a PCUSA church needs a Pastor or Associate Pastor, three components are involved in 
the “call”: the Church, the Congregation, and PCUSA, with the presbytery having the primary 
responsibility for oversight of the process. 
 
The Synod of Mid-America (SoMA) is a regional community of six PCUSA presbyteries, their 
427 congregations, and their 56,738 members. The SoMA works to support and resource its 
presbyteries so they can better serve their congregations, and while also engaging in mission 
and ministry that are more expansive than one presbytery can do on its own.  SoMA provides 
continuing education opportunities to new pastors and Commissioned Ruling Elders as well as 
support and training to Presbytery moderators and leadership. 
 

http://flintpoisoning.com/
http://flintpoisoning.com/


FPC Columbia benefits from SoMA through networking, education, and training of Pastors, 
Commissioned Ruling Elders, and Presbytery moderators and leadership. 
 
Missouri Union Presbytery (MUP) represents 60 churches in the central and northern part of 
Missouri and is one of six presbyteries in the Synod of Mid-America.  MUP provides financial 
support for four Campus Ministries including UKIRK, Agape African Fellowship, Hungarian 
Reformed Partnership, Criminal Justice Team, Presbyterian Disaster Team, the Evelyn 
Beddell Awards, Covenant Camp, and Presbyterian Youth Triennium.  Triennium is a triennial 
gathering for high school age youth to attend a week-long retreat in West Lafayette, Indiana.  
 
FPC Columbia benefits from MUP through networking, training, education, as well as children 
and youth ministries: Triennium, Covenant Camp, and UKIRK.  In 2019, MUP provided $9,000 
to UKIRK, the FPC Columbia Campus Ministry.  
 
Please watch for more information about the FPC Mission Ministries in future issues of @First 
and The Epistle. 
 
Thank you!  The Stewardship Subcommittee would like to thank Kay and Dale Metcalf for 
their contribution to the Mission Ministries information provided for the 2020 Stewardship 
Campaign, ‘Stewardship is Heart Work’. 


