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Read about it TODAY! 

 In the home meetings that were held in Feb-
ruary, you expressed your concern about declining 
attendance and your desire for the church to grow. 
While the Session won’t finalize our congregational 
goals until August, the Session is already taking 
steps to address your concerns and desires. The Ses-
sion has retained the services of The Effective 
Church Group, a congregational consulting firm 
whose mission is to equip churches to help every 
person become a follower of Jesus. At some point 
in the near future, an Effective Church Group con-
sultant will worship with us incognito and evaluate 
our Sunday services. Using demographic data about 
our congregation and the community as well as im-
pressions gleaned from the on-site visit, the consult-
ant will make recommendations to our staff and 
Session about how FPC can better attract and retain 
visitors and guests. The consultant will offer a 
year’s worth of coaching to the staff and Session on 
how to implement the recommended changes.  
 As part of this consultation, you’ll be asked 
to fill out a short demographic survey during wor-
ship on July 14, 21, 28, and August 4. Even if 
you’ve filled out the survey the previous week(s), 
you’ll be asked to fill it out again.  
 The above paragraph lays out some steps we 
are taking in order to grow. But let me pose a differ-
ent question: “Why grow?” Maybe this seems like 
an absurd question. That churches should grow 
seems self-evident. But think for a moment about 
the word “grow.” What does it mean? In human 
bodies, obesity is a form of growth. So is cancer. 
But these are not desirable forms of growth. Moreo-
ver, healthy growth in human beings does not al-
ways yield the same outcome. Some kids grow up 
to be 5’6” (like your senior pastor); other kids grow 
up to be 6’4”, but both sets of people can be equally 
healthy. So there is no one right size for a church, 
nor should we strive to grow for growth’s sake.  
 This is not an excuse for decline. In human 
bodies, weight loss may be the effect of some sort 
of disease. In the same way, shrinking congrega-
tions may be suffering from some sort of spiritual 
ailment. If so, prioritizing growth over health puts 
the cart before the horse.  
 What makes for healthy congregations? 

Acts 2:42 sums up the practices of the very first 
church: “They devoted themselves to the apostles’ 
teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread 
and the prayers.” Healthy congregations are praying 
congregations. Healthy congregations are made up 
of people who are humbled and awed by the mercy 
God has shown them when Christ’s body was bro-
ken and his blood shed for their sins. Members of 
healthy congregations enjoy each other’s company 
and want to spend time with them. Healthy congre-
gations are hungry for God’s Word, and their pas-
tors and elders are eager to serve them with good 
preaching and sound teaching. The more we can be 
an Acts 2:42 church, the more likely it is that we 
will grow to the size that the Holy Spirit has encod-
ed in our congregational DNA.  
 There are some good reasons to want to 
grow and some bad reasons too. Envy at that cross-
town church that keeps growing like gangbusters is 
not a good reason. Nor is wanting new members 
who’ll pay the light bill after we’re gone. A better 
reason may be the one given in the old camp fire 
song, Pass It On: “I wish for you, my friend, this 
happiness that I’ve found.” A life of prayer, wor-
ship, and self-sacrifice in response to God’s grace 
in Jesus Christ is a pretty good life! It’s not always 
the easiest life, but it’s better than just working for 
the weekend or mindlessly scrambling up the career 
ladder. Wouldn’t it be great if FPC helped more and 
more people discover the happiness that we have 
found following Jesus? 

 

Marvin 
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 Thank you to Ginger Gillmore 
 and Lynn Willbrand for donating 
 money to ship the Spring 2019 
 Sweater Project sweaters for 
 children in need.  

 

To all at the church, 

Thanks for the gift. I’ll be sure to use it wisely. 

Joshua Floyd 

 
We received thank  you notes from the following 
organizations; The Food Bank for our gift of $395, 
Presbyterian Manors of Mid-America for our gift of $136.36 
for Fulton Presbyterian Manor, True North of Columbia 
for our donation of $250, Rainbow House for our gift of 
$250, Alzheimer’s Association for our donation of $187.50, 
Services for Independent Living for our donation of $125, 
Presbyterian Children’s Homes & Services for our 
contribution of $363.63 for the Columbia Campus and 
$136.36 for the Farmington Treatment Center. 

 
The Welcome Center is for Welcoming. 
Please be on the lookout for visitors and welcome 
them to our church. 
People join a church because they feel welcome and at 
home. 
Introduce yourself to a visitor. 
It’s simple and it’s effective. 
 
 
 

What a generous body of difference-makers you 
are! In June, you gave $1,132.00 to the 
Pentecost Offering, a special offering of the 
Presbyterian Church (USA) that supports 
ministries for children and youth. This year the 
local portion of the Pentecost Offering 
benefited Presbyterian Children's Homes and 
Services (PCHAS), an agency that provides a safe 
and loving home environment for some of 
Missouri's most vulnerable children and teens.  
 
But there's more! In June you also gave 
$1,625.00 to provide emergency food aid to the 
Mulenge people of eastern Congo. In a new 
round of violence with roots in the Rwandan 
genocide of 1994, many Mulenge have suffered 
the loss of their herds and have been driven 
from their homes. Many members of our sister 
congregation, the African Agape Fellowship, 
have relatives among the Mulenge people. Your 
gifts may make the difference between life and 
death for this vulnerable group of people.  
 
Our last First Friday of the summer! Meet at 
Rose Music Hall at 5:00 PM on August 2. 
Come and listen to some good music and 
fellowship with others in the church! 

As we enter the heart of the Summer 
months consider these facts and tips 
taken from the City of Columbia City 
Source July 2019 newsletter: 
On average a residential home in 
Columbia uses 3.740 gallons of water per month. 
Toilets account for approximately 25% of indoor 
water use. 
You can save up to 30% of indoor water use by 
making the switch to high-efficiency plumbing 
fixtures.          
A slow leak in a faucet can waste 15 to 20 gallons of 
water per day.    
Typical shower heads use around five gallons of 
water per minute.  Install a low-flow shower head 
and use only two or three gallons. 
Up to 60% of all water use in the summer is 
outdoors on landscaping.  However, one of the most 
common problems with landscaping is over 
watering. 
Lawns need only one inch of water per week, 

approximately three times a week for 20 minutes. 

Consider rain barrels to capture water from a roof 

and hold it for later use on watering gardens or 
indoor plants. 

Consider attending the Columbia’s Agriculture Park 

Dedication Ceremony on Saturday, July 13th at 9 

AM.  This is Columbia’s newest destination for 

fresh food, artisan goods, garden demonstrations, 

education and fun located West of the Arc Special 

guest speakers, Free giveaways, local produce, 

meats, eggs, dairy, plants, baked goods 

Free Gardening Workshop with Columbia Center for 
Urban  Agriculture:  “Gardening with the Family” at 

9 & 10:30 AM. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to Elijah, Evan, Scott, & Michael for their 
assistance with the May 19th Danielle Fox presentation in 

the Ramsey Fellowship Center. 

The amount of water on Earth is 
constant, and is continually 

recycled over time; some of the 
water you drink will have passed 

through a dinosaur  



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Thank you, Brenda, 
for your many years of 

service to First 
Presbyterian Church! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

I do not have the words to tell you how thankful I am for 
your kind words, gifts and for such a wonderful celebration 
on June 16. Thank you for making me feel so special. 
 
I am so thankful for the opportunity to work in the church 
office over the years. I have witnessed so many of you 
serving God so faithfully and tirelessly in so many ways. My 
faith has been strengthened through your selfless service. 
This church family, past and present, has been such a 
blessing to me. 
 
May God bless you, and may we faithfully and prayerfully 
continue to work together to be the church God is calling us 
to be.  
 
Sincerely, 
Brenda 

BOARD OF DEACON NEWS 
 

The Deacons will participate in a service project 
on three Friday evenings in July, cooking and 
serving dinner to Veterans who temporarily 
reside at Welcome Home.   
 

Welcome Home has been serving Veterans since 
1992.  It began when a group of Vietnam 
Veterans refused to accept Veteran 
homelessness.  They invested their own money 
and opened a shelter.  Welcome Home has 
evolved from simply a shelter into a transitional 
living facility committed to providing emergency 
food and clothing, a clean and stable living 
environment, case management and advocacy to 
disadvantaged and displaced Veterans. 
 

Assisting the organization with dinner meals is 
just one way that volunteers can lend a hand at 
Welcome Home.  We encourage you to read 
more about this organization at 
www.welcomeveterans.org. 
 

The Deacon class of 2022 just picked up their 
flock lists and have started reaching out to their 
flock members!  Do you know who your Deacon 
is?  If not, please call the office (573-442-1164) 
and they will get a message to us!  You can also 
put a note in the offering plate.  We will call 
you! 
 

Vacation Bible School 
July 22nd-26th!  

 

 Children 3 years old through 5th 
grade 

 are invited to join us as we discover 
  the wonders of God’s creation and 

how to take care of it! 
 

 
Monday through Friday from 9-noon. 

Stay for lunch on Friday at noon! 
  

Register a Child @ https://goo.gl/j7HYDa  
Volunteer @ https://goo.gl/yut3Ks 

 
VBS NEEDS 

Please start collecting and bringing in the following 
items for our VBS crafts and mission projects: 
 
• small, plastic bottle caps  (from milk jugs and 

cartons, water and soda bottles, etc. - nothing 
over 1 1/2 inches) 

• old t-shirts (large or extra large size) - no holes, 
please 

• used flat sheets (print or solid) 
• canning jar metal rings 
• knee high sheer stockings 
• 6 oz. yogurt containers (taller ones like Yoplait) 

 
There will be a container in the Welcome Center to 

collect these items 
 

Book Club will meet on July 16 
at 6:30 PM in the Chez to discuss the book, 

Eleanor Oliphant is Completely Fine 
By Gail Honeyman  

A reception honoring Brenda Kinkade, retiring 
Financial Coordinator, was held on June 16 

http://www.welcomeveterans.org
https://goo.gl/j7HYDa
https://goo.gl/yut3Ks
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Happy July
Birthday to… 

 
8 Dodie Jones 
 Lindsay Keller 
10 Catherine Mayo 
11 Lucy 
 Brodhacker 
 Angie Hull 
 Rebecca 
 Cramer 
 Adi Felts 
 Isabelle 
 Summers 
12 Jane Ledwin 
 Nina O’Brien 
13 Jean Glauert 
14 Caitlin Himmel 
 Brenda 
 Kinkade 
15 Keith Branson 
 Shelle Morris 
 Ann O’Brien 
 Bob Weis 
18 Pat Douty 
 Allison 
 Shipp-Shively 
19 Sally Sharp 
21 Stephen Erdel 
 Harlan Lynn 
 Michael 
 McCrary 
 Terry Weston 
22 Joan Hahn 
23 Asa Talbott 
27 Scott Tipton 
28 Kathy Lee 
 Michelle 
 Vahlkamp 
29 Lois Daugherty 
 Benjamin 
 Calvert 
30 Joyce Coday 

Happy August
Birthday to… 

 
1 Ryan 
 Brodhacker 
 Dustin Griffith 
2 Nicole 
 Montgomery 
 Shelley Morris 
3 Zoë O’Brien 
4 Reagan Gramke 
5 Lora Lee 
 Hensel 
 Ethan Lindsay 
6 Myra Hancock 
 Amanda Nell 
 Rip Shively 
 Nancy Foote 
7 Laurie Everett 
 Rebecca 
 Hopper 
 Becky Walker 

FPC Music-Maker Spotlight—Stacy Summers 

 

 

 
 

Praise Kids Choir performing 
May 19, 2019 

Help provide a meal to those who are hungry in our community: 
Prepare food and serve at Loaves & Fishes 

 
Once a month, a group from FPC meets at Wilkes Blvd. Church to prepare 
and serve food to Columbia residents who are hungry.  YOU can put your 
faith into action and share God’s love with those in need by providing food 
and/or volunteering!  Please go to our website www.fpccolumbia.org, 
hover over the serve tab, then click on “Locally” to go to the page to sign 
up to serve and/or donate food.  Our next day to serve is July 25.  
 
We feed 120 folks each month at Loaves and Fishes. We have a new freezer 
waiting for service. When cooking for your family, think about making a 
double recipe and bring one to the church to freeze. In December, our 
needs double with Saturday Café. The freezer can hold enough food for a 
whole month. Recipes for large quantities will be available at the office. 
We welcome your assistance. 

Mission Ministry Team 

Stacy Summers moved to Columbia with her husband, Bruce, in 
2003. She joined the adult handbell choir and always looks 
forward to the weekly fellowship and hard work with other 
talented musicians. In 2009 when their daughter, Isabelle, was 5 
years old, Stacy helped revive the children's music ministry here 
at FPC.  Stacy grew up singing and ringing in the children and 
teen choirs of first Presbyterian church of Tulsa, Ok and spent 
many summers at Camp Loughride Retreat Center. So when the 
opportunity came to share her beloved camp and worship songs 
with your children, she was thrilled! Thank you for supporting 
this important ministry for so many years. 

 
 
Bob and Angie Hull have lived in Columbia Missouri since 
1996, after growing up in St. Louis. Bob is the Columbia 
market president at US Bank, and Angie is an assistant 
teaching professor in public policy and nonprofit 
management at MU. They have two dogs and two cats. The 
Hulls enjoy traveling, watching sports, Star Wars and 
Disney World. Bob runs marathons and grills/smokes foods 
on his five grills and one smoker. Angie is on the mid-
Missouri advisory board of Great Circle and has run a small 
non-profit membership association for 8 years as part of her 
professorship. Her brother is a Lutheran Missouri-Synod 
pastor. Welcome Angie and Bob! 

Meet new members, Angie and Bob Hull 



 

 

2019-2020 Session Members 

 
 

June Stated Session Highlights 

 

The Session met on Thursday, June 20 at 7:00 PM. The Session discussed and approved a set of norms for 
decision-making. Those norms can be viewed at https://www.fpccolumbia.org/resources.  
 
The Session approved changes to the Personnel Manual that were recommended by the Personnel Team. 
Changes include: granting six weeks paid parental leave to staff, elimination of the probationary period, and 
updating of terminology. The Session also voted to grant six weeks of parental leave for Preston Turley to be 
used within 6 months of the adoption of the updates to the Personnel Manual.  
 
There was discussion about calling an Associate Pastor, including a proposed compensation package and 
staffing structure. It was moved and seconded to table the issue until the July stated session meeting. The 
motion passed. 

The Session approved a proposal from the Finance, Youth, and Gifts and Memorials Ministry Teams to 
distribute $550 from the Education Endowment Fund to fund attendance at the Presbyterian Youth Triennium 
of a Hungarian youth being sponsored by Missouri Union Presbytery. 
 
Minutes of Session meetings are available in the church office, or contact the Clerk of Session, Carol Rhoades. 

Ministry Teams Chairperson or Co-Chairpersons 
  

Campus Ministry Kevin O’Brien (kobrienesq@gmail.com) 
Children and Families Stacy Summers (stacymsumm@aol.com) 

Board of Deacons Cindy Brodhacker (cjbrodhacker@socket.net) 
Mary Hoskins (llhoskins@mchsi.com) 

Finance Adam Dowling (adowling@engandwoods.com) 
David Wainwright (cdavidww@gmail.com) 

Member Involvement Kathy Lee (thursdayschild318@gmail.com) 

Mission Dale Metcalf (dmetcalf@houseofbrokers.com) 
Outreach Beth Boyce (eboyce4644@gmail.com) 
Personnel Ellen Dent (ellend0906@gmail.com) 

Kent Hopper (hopper.kent@gmail.com) 
Planning, Evaluation, Oversight Jim Lynn (jimlynnjr@gmail.com) 

Dave Zanone (davezanone@centurytel.net) 
Property Allan Moore (amoore@ms-app.com)  

Linda Landry (landryl@health.missouri.edu) 
Worship Richard Baumann (rbaumann@ccis.edu) 

Youth Jackie Gatz (gatz.jackie@gmail.com) 

The mission of  UKIRK is:  
Reaching, loving, and teaching college students  
so that they may be lifelong followers of Jesus.         

 
Visit their Facebook page: UKIRK CoMo to keep up on all 
things College Ministry. 

 
We ask that you keep UKIRK in your prayers, as we do our 
best to faithfully fulfill God's call to us to meet, love, and 

journey alongside the college students of this community. 
 

On behalf of all of our students, we would like to thank you, our FPC 
family, for your amazing outpouring of love and support shown to us 
with your contributions. In addition to our gratitude, we also extend to 
you one more request...that you continue to keep our students and this 
ministry in your daily prayers.  Thanks to you all! 

https://www.fpccolumbia.org/resources
mailto:adowling@engandwoods.com
mailto:cdavidww@gmail.com
mailto:amoore@ms-app.com
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Gifts & Memorials  

July fiscal fitness 

 

Did you know you can give to First 
Presbyterian electronically! 

 

Where Can I Give Electronically? 
From your computer, laptop or tablet, go to the church 

website, fpccolumbia.org 
Click on Give at the bottom of the page, or the 

Give option on the top menu bar.  If using the 
top menu bar,  a drop-down menu will allow 
you to select the following: 

Click on Give Online 
Click on the Give Now icon 
You are now at the Online Donation page.  Fill in 

the Donation form; click on continue for next 
page, continue following instructions until 
complete.   

If you are able, please select the “Optional – give 
the 2.75% fee” to cover the third party vendor’s 
processing fee! 

From your Apple or Android smart phone, download 
the Vanco “Give Plus” App. This takes you to the 
same “Online Donation” form in the App that is 
described above. 
If you are able, please select the “Optional – give 

the 2.75% fee” to cover the third party vendor’s 
processing fee! 

What Forms of Payment Can I Use? 
You can use a credit card or debit card, or have the 

amount deducted directly from a bank checking or 
savings account that allows electronic payments 

Can I Specify How My Gift Will Be Used 
When you give electronically, you have some ability to 

specify how your gift will be used by selecting: 
Operating Budget, or a special appeal, like 
Pentecost Offering, PW Birthday Offering, or 
Church Meal Fund. 

Other special collections (one-time donations) must be 
made in cash or by check, or by credit card directly 
through the church office. 

If I Want to Give on a Regular Basis, Do I Need to Go 
Through This Procedure Each Time? 

No.  The Online Donation system allows you to choose 
recurring gifts that are convenient for your 
schedule. 

For instance, for your Annual Pledge, you would select 
Operating Budget. You would then indicate that 
you want to make recurring payments toward your 
pledge. Example: you can specify that you want to 
make payments of $100, a month that occur on a 
specific day of the month, for a total pledge of 
$1,200. 

 

Electronic Giving is an easy way to give to First 
Presbyterian. If you have any questions, please contact 
Fran in the church office at 573.442.1164. 

 

First Presbyterian Church  
Disciples Making a Difference 

Our Mission: Living our faith in Jesus Christ 

by… 

  

* Embracing all people 

      *Engaging all neighborhoods 

            * Encouraging each other 

                  * Empowering lives 



 

 

Our church has a newly refurbished Family 
Worship Area! We are thankful for the 
generosity of our Presbyterian Women who 
provided a new couch, a rug, a coat of fresh 
paint, and other accessories. These 
updates will help keep this family friendly 
area welcoming and comfortable. 
Presbyterian Women identified these needs 
then worked together and made it happen 
quickly.   
 
If you are not familiar with the Family 
Worship Area south of the Sanctuary take a 
few minutes next time you are in Church to 
check out the comfy couch and chairs. 

 
Psalm 100: 1-5 

“All Lands Summoned to Praise God” 

• Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth.   

• Worship the Lord with gladness; come into his presence with singing.                                                                 
• Know that the Lord is God. 

• It is he that made us, and we are his; we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. 

• Enter his gate with thanksgiving, and his court with praise. 
 
Dear Members of First Presbyterian Church, 
As the new Elder Liaison to the Worship Ministry Team at First Presbyterian Church, where I have been a 
member since 1980, I am writing to invite you to praise God through your active participation in and 
commitment to either of our two worship services at FPC --- Contemporary or Traditional.  Please note the 
commanding verbs in the Psalmist’s “summon” to praise God:  make; worship; come; know; enter. 
There are many ways to serve and worship our Lord during the liturgical year, mainly during Advent and 
Christmastide; Lent and Easter, but each Sunday as well.  There is always a need for ushers and greeters; 
for communion servers, and for communion preparers (ideally a couple) on the first Sunday of each month. 
I also would ask you to prayerfully consider becoming a member of the Worship Ministry Team (Class of 
2022).  The Team meets on the 2nd Tuesday at 5:30 p.m. every other month.  Our mission is to maintain a 
meaningful worship experience through the Word, and through song and praise to our Creator God.  
Please feel free to contact me or Pastor Marvin Lindsay if you have questions regarding the Worship 
Ministry Team.  I look forward to serving Christ with you. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 

Richard G Baumann, 

Elder Liaison/ Worship Ministry Team 
(Class of 2022) 

 
PW Horizons Bible Study Leader Workshop, Love Carved in Stone: A Fresh Look at the Ten 
Commandments, featuring author Rev. Eugenia Gamble, will be Saturday, August 17, 2019 from 
9 AM—3 PM at the Village Presbyterian Church, Fellowship Hall, 6641 Mission Rd. Prairie Village, KS. 

The cost is $20 which includes a continental breakfast and a light lunch. Please register by July 15. For any 

questions or to register, please call Sunni Battin in Adult Ministries at 913-671-2333 . Paper copies of the 

registration forms are at the kiosk in the Welcome Center. 
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First Presbyterian Church 
16 Hitt Street 
Columbia, MO 65201 

 

Senior Pastor 
     Marvin Lindsay 
 
Minister of Pastoral Care 
     Ginny Barnes 
 
Director of Campus Ministries and 
Contemporary Worship 
     Preston Turley 
 
Director of Christian Formation  
     Jon Ludwig 
 
Financial Coordinator 
     Fran Muench 
 
Executive Administrative Assistant 
     Nancy Foote 
 
Custodian 
     Tony Hayes    
 
Assistant Custodian 
     James Scott 
 
Organist 
     Michael Bancroft 
 
Adult Choir/Handbell Director 
     Jordan Walker 
 
Pastor Emeritus   
     Richard J. Ramsey 

 Summer Sunday Mornings at FPC: 
Worship at 10:00  a.m.   

  

Church office hours: 
   9:00 a.m.- 4:30 p.m.         (Monday - Friday) 

 

Church phone numbers: 
  Office: (573) 442-1164           Fax: (573) 442-7161 

  

E-mail: office@fpccolumbia.org                 Web site: www.fpccolumbia.org 
 

 

   Find us on Facebook—First Presbyterian Church, UKIRK, 
                                            Presbyterian Women, and MOPS 
  

 The next Epistle will be available on August 1, 2019.  
If you have not given your email address to the church office, please do so 
as soon as possible to continue to receive news from FPC! 
 
To receive The Epistle and @First by email, visit our website at 
www.fpccolumbia.org.  
 
Don’t forget about the church’s online calendar at our website: 
www.fpccolumbia.org.  
 

Sunday sermons are available online.. Please visit www.fpccolumbia.org.  
 

 
         Ministers  -  All Christians 


